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NEWS SUMMARY 


ANY EXTENSIVE IMPLEMENTATION of the Acts amounting 
to restricting the right to design all buildings to architects only 
would be much in advance of the world situation, states an 
RIBA Committee. p. 219 

ADVICE. TO PLANNING OFFICERS who go beyond what 
might be thought the limits of their duty by redesigning and 
redrawing plans submitted to them is offered by the RIBA 
Council. p. 219 

REPRESENTATIVES on the Board of Building Education have 
been appointed by the Institute of Builders and NFBTE.  p. 219 

DETAILS OF THE NEW CONDITIONS for election to the 
RIBA fellowship have been announced. p. 221 

PORTLAND CEMENT has been increased in price by 5s. per 
ton. p. 250 





THE PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
OF ARCHITECTS 


(THE profession of architecture is an ancient and honour- 

able one which has always carried with it responsi- 
bilities. There can be little doubt, however, that the 
responsibilities of the profession are greater to-day than 
ever before. As Mr. E. J. Rimmer has observed: “ It is 
probable that the services of the architect in modern times 
are more comprehensive in their scope and more detailed 
in their application than those performed by any other pro- 
fession ” (The Law relating to the Architect). 

In addition to his ordinary technical and legal responsi- 
bilities, the architect is under an obligation to observe the 
rules of conduct applicable to his profession. Here, too, 
his responsibilities have increased during recent years: 
when the statutory registration of architects was introduced 
in 1931, Parliament decided that the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Council should be authorised to remove from the 
Register any architect found guilty of “ disgraceful con- 
duct.” Parliament wisely did not attempt to define dis- 
graceful conduct, and it has been left to the ARCUK 
Disciplinary Committee to decide each case as it has arisen. 
ARCUK has, however, gone further and assumed a much 
wider jurisdiction: by its issue of its code of principles and 
the activities of its Professional Purposes Committee, it 
has set itself up as the arbiter of professional conduct 
generally. Nor has it confined itself to the conduct of 
the architect vis-a-vis the public: it has claimed the right 
to regulate the conduct of architects vis-a-vis each other. 

It is, indeed, right and proper for ARCUK to be jealous 
for the good reputation of the profession, and in general 
the Council can rely upon the support of architects in its 
efforts to maintain a high standard of professional conduct. 
Nevertheless, there are dangers to be avoided. Although 
ARCUK’s record is a good one, complaints are occasion- 
ally heard. Moreover, the example of some other learned 
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professions shows that zeal for professional standards can 
go too far and impose unnecessary and undesirable restric- 
tions upon the freedom of professional men. This seems 
to us a serious matter; a code of professional conduct, 
however desirable, is after all restrictive of freedom and, 
in the light of what has happened in other professions, we 
think it is not too high-flown to remind architects of the 
dictum that the price of liberty is eternal vigilance. Some 
especial vigilance is desirable at the present moment when, 
it is understood, ARCUK is reviewing its own rules with 
regard to publicity. 

In a series of articles published in our preceding three 
issues, a legal contributor has examined some of the prob- 
lems which arise in this connection, and we would particu- 
larly commend his suggestion that a rule of professional 
conduct is unjustified unless it serves at least one of the 
following purposes: (i) to protect the public; (ii) to main- 
tain public confidence in the profession: (iii) to prevent 
unfair conduct between member and member. These tests 
appear to be of special value in dealing with the problem 
of “advertising” or publicity. The very suggestion of 
“advertising” is so abhorrent in prefessional circles 
generally that it sometimes leads to quite unjustified 
restrictions upon legitimate publicity. ARCUK has so far 
adopted a commonsense attitude to this problem, and we 
hope that in any review of the rules relating to publicity 
it will have particular regard to the difficulties of young 
men endeavouring to make a start in independent practice. 
In the economic circumstances of to-day, it is probably 
inevitable that a large proportion of young architects will 
seek employment with local authorities or as salaried 
assistants in private firms, and that those who choose the 
latter course may have to wait a long time before securing 
a partnership. Where an architect is willing to take the 
risk of setting up on his own, he should not be discouraged 
by unnecessary restrictions. As our coniributor suggests 
in one of his articles, there is often an element of luck in 
getting a start in independent practice, but there would be 
something radically wrong about a code of etiquette so 
rigid as to make it difficult to get a start without luck. It 
follows that the architect must be allowed iegitimate oppor- 
tunities for publicity. This conclusion may horrify the 
narrower type of professional mind, but it is inescapable 
and should be frankly recognised. That is not to say that 
there should be no professional standards in this respect. 
There should, of course, be standards commensurate with 
the dignity of the profession, but those who are respon- 
sible for framing these standards must avoid the temptation 
to be over-zealous, for there are at stake things of even 
greater importance: the young architect’s right to a career 
and the need of the profession to encourage men to take 
up independent practice. 

The laying down of standards of professional conduct 
may be described as ARCUK’s legislative function. The 
Council also has a judicial function—namely, in the 
enforcement of these standards. It is important that in 
the exercise of this function ARCUK should adopt pro- 
cedures which command the confidence of the profession. 
In dealing with complaints of disgraceful conduct. ARCUK 
is to a large extent bound by statutory rules, but—as our 


E 





Z2i2z 


NEW BRIDGE FOR CONWAY.—The Ministry of Transport 
have put in hand a scheme for a new road bridge at Conway, 
North Wales, to supplement the single-carriageway of Thomas 
Telford’s famous suspension bridge, erected in 1826. This view 
of Telford’s bridge was taken from Conway Castle, and shows 


the railway bridge on the right. The slender structure in the 
middle carries the trunk main water pipes. (The existing road 
bridge is at times the cause of great traffic congestion.) 
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contributor has pointed out—there is some doubt as t, 
the precise nature of the Discipline Committee's powers 
It is not clear whether this Committee is bound by the 
rules of evidence applicable in the courts of law or whether 
it may act on information other than the sworn evidence 
before them and the admissions of the accused. ARCUK 
might usefully resolve these doubts by a statement on the 
subject. 

Another matter which requires consideration is the 
“ warning” administered by the Professional Purposes 
Committee when it undertakes the preliminary investiga- 
tion of any case. It seems highly distasteful that ARCUK 
should administer a warning so obviously based on that 
used by the police when inquiring into the cause of a 
crime. We would strongly urge ARCUK to consider the 
modification of the warning or, better still, its abandon. 
ment. 

Finally, reference must be made to the procedure of the 
Professional Purposes Committee in the less serious cases 
which do not warrant a charge of disgraceful conduct. [pn 
this type of case, if the Committee considers that an archi- 
tect has acted improperly, the most that can happen is 
that the Committee will privately warn the architect as to 
his conduct; it cannot impose any penalty nor apparently 
can it publicly name him. In these circumstances, there is 
much to be said for keeping the procedure of the Com- 
mittee on a reasonably informal basis. Nevertheless, it is 
worth stressing that the Committee ought never even to 
warn an architect unless it is clearly satisfied on the infor- 
mation before it that he has offended against a clearly 
established rule of conduct. We hope, too, that, where the 
Committee inquires into a complaint, it will do so expedi- 
tiously. Ina recent case, an architect was kept waiting for 
the Committee’s decision for a period of three months, 
apparently for no better reason than that the Committee 
only met at infrequent intervals. This is not really good 
enough—a complaint of unprofessional conduct is neces- 
sarily disturbing to the person concerned and he ought not 
to be kept in suspense longer than is necessary. 

ARCUK, as was said earlier, has a good record. We 
hope that the Council will enhance its reputation by remov- 
ing the few doubts and blemishes that exist. 








Notes of the Week 


RESH from Dublin and addressing 
Trinity College which in return has 
made him D.Litt, the President of the 
Royal Academy returned to his battle 
against the current redevelopment of 
London by “pundits who encourage 
the erection of buildings like packing 
boxes and crates.”” The London Master 
Builders’ Association, who had invited 
him to give the annual lecture at the 
Royal Institution last week, got full value 
for their enterprise, for Professor 
Richardson, on his day the most enter- 
taining speaker in London, was in great 
form. Contemporary architecture, archi- 
tects and architectural education, town 
planners and ground landlords: all were 
knocked out of the ring for six. So was 
his original script which, said the Presi- 
dent, he had thrown away “in favour 
of an entertainment.” But for good 
measure the President gave a magic lan- 
tern performance, which nobody 
expected, from his own slides (“two 
minutes with a piece of glass and a little 
sepia, and you can do twenty in an 
evening ”’). 
It is one of the charms of listening 
to the PRA that it is difficult to know 


where fiction ends and fact begins. Thus, 
he told us that the area round St. Paul’s 
is to be rebuilt no higher than 60 or 
80 ft. (whether this includes the Presi- 
dent’s own Financial Times building he 
did not say); the height of Faraday 
House is to be reduced “in the near 
future’ by two storeys; and the river 
side of the Cathedral is to be opened up 
by replacing all the existing buildings 
except the Deanery by an arcaded piazza 
ending with a resited Temple Bar on a 
new quay stretching from Blackfriars to 
the Tower, the traffic being carried by a 
new Carter-lane south of the Cathedral. 
Turning to other parts of London, the 
President would solve the Barbican 
rebuilding controversy by the simple 
process of leaving it as an open space ; 
and allow the south front of the British 
Museum to be appreciated by tearing 
down the buildings opposite. All this with 
a wag of the finger as who should say: 
‘“ Mark my words! ” 

London should yet be grateful to a 
man who brushes aside the financial 
chains which by fettering imagination 
force it to take refuge in planning com- 
promise. In spite of the difficulties which 
face the rebuilders, one is left with the 
feeling that the President’s battle for 
seeking the ideal may well bear some 


fruit, espectally in the St. Paul’s area. 
The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Sandys, is known to 
be keenly interested in City planning 
problems, and backed by sufficient public 
enthusiasm could do much. 

The Minister, in fact, told a Parlia- 
mentary questioner last week _ that 
he intends to seek the views of local 


authorities, industry and the architectural, 


profession, in order to consider what 
practical steps can be taken to encourage 
high standards of civic and commercial 
architecture throughout the country. 


Replying to questions by Sir Alfred | 


Bossom on the rebuilding of the City of 
London, Mr. Sandys said he hoped that 
a new plan for the area around &t. 
Paul’s would be submitted to the City 
Corporation in the autumn. 


APPOINTMENT 


Mr. R. ROSNER, ARIBA, AMTPI, has 
taken up an appointment as _ Senior 
Associate Architect to Neue Heimat 





Housing Association, Hamburg, under | 


the direction of Dr. Ernst May. He 
expects to be in Hamburg for two to three 
years. 
“ THE BUILDER” CARTOON 

‘** ACANTHUS ” is on holiday. 
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RIBA 


Final Examination Results 


THE Final Examination of the RIBA was 
held in London, Leeds, Manchester, 
Newcastle, Edinburgh and Belfast from 
June 15 to 24, 1955. Of the 417 candidates 
examined, 184 passed as follows: Passed 
whole examination, 129; passed whole 
examination subject to approval of thesis, 5; 
passed part 1 only, 50; total, 184. 233 can- 
didates were relegated. 
The successful 
follows : — 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 
Arscott, G. C. Atkins (distinction in thesis), 
Jon Baker, B. M. Barron, C. A. I. 
Belcher, A. S. Bennett, P. A. S. Benton, N. A. 

Bhonsule, H. W. Blake, J. M. Bowley, P. C. 
Brigham (distinction in thesis), I. B. Bright, W. J. 
Bruxby, P. G. Burrell, J. L. Butler, P. V. Butler. 

§. G. Cantacuzino (distinction in thesis), R. T. J 
Chambers, A. M. G. es (Miss), Leszek 
Chojnicki, A. Chwalibogowski, G. B. Cobb, J. C. S. 
Cooper, P. . Cross, J. O. Cryan, M. S. Dalby, 
p. A. J. Dalton-Morris, D. C. Dean, G. W. 
Edmands, T. L. Ellard, M. R. Elliott, D. R. Evans, 
W. F. Evans (distinction in thesis). 

K. A. Featherstone, E. G. Fisher, H. 
L. E. M. Follett (Miss), C. M. Fowler, F.C. 
Fowler, V. G. Fry, John Gainsborough, RK: Ei 
German, K. E. Gilham, R. J. Green, D. G. R. 
Gregory, J. L. Grimsdale, E. M. Grogan, *William 
Hampton, D. A. Heath, W. F. Homer, R. J. A. 
Hopkins, C. A. W. Horne, J. Howells (Mrs.), *Peter 
Hubberstey. 

H. N. Johnson, John Jones, 
Kimbell, John Kimber, D. G. Ki 
Pp. H. € 


candidates are as 


Pp. Bh. 


Lawrence Bader, 


F. Fleck, 
a 


Leslie Jordan, J. B. 
ing, Kingston, 
. Kudianavala, M. L. Lancaster, Keith 

Latham-Bailey, *D. H. Lawrence, C. M. . Lea, 
M. K. Levy, Kenneth Lund, R. H. McArthur, W. M. 
McClure, Frederick Mark, K. W. Mark, Anthony 
Matthews, R. F. Matthews, J. W. Maude, B. D. 
Meeking. 

W. Newman, W. R. J. Northcott, John Onslow, 
P. M. Padmore (Miss), Anthony Perella, B. L. Prynn, 
A. P. Radinger, B. W. Randfield, T. R. W. Roberts, 
M. E. Rutledge, Frank Salisbury, J. A. Sharman, 
F. T. Shaw, J. G. Sheehan-Dare, K. P. Sherry, 

Ss. 


I. R. Skewes, Brian Slater, J. D. Smith, K. 
Smith, Peter T. Smith. 

C. J. Southan, M. G. Stains (Miss), R. L. Stanley, 
J. M. Steers, O. M. Stepan, J. D. Stephen, Derek 
Stephenson, M. C. Stockdale, J. S. Stockli, A. W. 
Strutt, J. B. Stubbs, H. W. Sturges, John Surtees, 
A. J. Talati, P. R. Taylor, M. Y. Thackeray, A. M. 
Thompson, R. P. Thompson, G. A. Turner, J. D. 
Twells-Grosse. 

os M. Vaidya, *J. S. Ni eomgar re Wakefield, 

G. Wakeling. R. L. Watson, ~ Watts, K. E. 
wots G. A. Wenham, A 5S. a> K. G. West, 
J. D. Whitehouse. Janusz Wiernicki, *P. H. Wilde, 
W. N. A. Willis, K. F. Wiltshire. A. J. Wyatt, 
R. A. Young. 


* Subject to approval of thesis 
PART I ONLY 


G. R. Agabeg, J. E. Anstis, B. T. Armistead, 
R. L. J. Baird, R. Braglewicz, B. D. Charlson, 


Archibald Crawford, A. N. Dees, M. J. Dixon, Miss 
M. R. Easton, B. F. Evans, J. W. Garston, J. C. 
Gel sthorpe, James Gooch, R. T. Graydon, L. W. 


Gregory, T. R. Hartnell, Brian Hill, A. D. Hogg, 
ws Hollingsworth, M. C. Holyer, G. A. Hudson. 
F. Janik, Roy Jones, Jack Kinnair, Z. E. Kolek, 


K- Ae Latham, E. I. Linton, Jan Lubicz-Nycz, M. J. 
Mannings, Gordon Metcalfe, A. M. Montgomery, 
Miss Xenia Norman, J. T. Owen, D. A. Pettit, P. P. 
Phillips, J. M. Rennie, G. H. Roberts. 

Jerzy Sawicki, R. C. Swaine, S. N. Tyrer, C. J 
Waterman, Gerald Webster, N. J. West, G. G. 
Whiting, N. E. Wigg, G. E. Williams, Roy Wilson, 
J. P. Wood, Serge Zerafa. 


Special Final Examination 


The Special Final Examination was held 
in London, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle. 
Edinburgh and Belfast from June 15 to 24. 
1955. Of the 298 candidates examined, 80 
passed as follows: Passed whole examina- 
tion, 63; passed part 1 only, 16; passed part 
2 only, 1; total 80. 218 candidates were 
relegated. 

The — successful 
follows :— 


candidates are as 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 

G. B. Baldwin, P. C. D. Barltrop, G. K. Barnett, 
Joseph Beaman, D. F. Boyt, D. C. Branch, Leon 
Brocki, H. N. Cameron, J. J. A. Cameron, D. C. 
Carpenter, D. H. Charlton, P. A. Clarke, K. A. 
Coombs, N. Couchman, P. R. C roft, H. F. Day, 
J. M. Dick, Richard Eaude, : 
i P. Gibson, R. G. § : 

Jack Hanson, C. A. Hartridge, H. P. Hickox, C. P. 
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E. D. Jones, 
Kilpatrick, 
R. L. Long, H. G. 


Howells, A. W. Johns, A. E. E. Jones, 
F. J. Kemball, Edward Kemp, P. J. 
F. H. Lancaster, Z. M. Lech, M. 


Marsh, K. J. C. Meehan, R. C. T. Meggs, A. J. 
Mercer, G. F. Miles. 
J. C. C. Neve, W. D. Newton-Dawson, J. L. 


Owen, H. A. Pollard, S. G. Pradhan, R. G. Quick, 
H. H. Reed, J. R. Robertshaw, L. J. Robinson, 
W. E. Scott, H. C. Simmonds, R. F. Southam; 
T. W. Stevenson, A. R. Symonds, M. J. W. Taylor, 
W. P. Thorington, R. G. Tulley. 

T. C. Walker, M. V. Walter, Leonard Ward, 
J. A. Wilson, J. O. Wilson, W. J. Winder. 


PART I ONLY 
G. W. V. Bonner, D. R. Chowdhury, S. G. Cook, 
O. D. Cracknell, O. O. Davis, G. N. Farr, J. H. 
Handcock, A. J. Henshaw, A. W. Maddocks, D. J 
Notley, Alan Silcock, A. H. Stott, P. N. Turner, 
J. H. Warner, R. S. Whitting, F. A. Willis. 


PART II ONLY 
A. ¥. Pitts. 
The following candidates have also passed 
the Special Final Examination:— 


K. V. Austin, T. W. Ball, Norman J. 
W. C. Hoare, E. E. Neve, D. 
M. W. Turner. 


Greene, 
4 Russell. 
Frederick Teare, 


CORRESPONDENCE 


REBUILDING THE CITY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—It is significant that while archi- 
tects, critics and others are disputing 
excitedly about the right way to rebuild 
the City of London, the men who are 
going to have the last word — the 
financiers—say nothing. Are we fully 
enough awake to what their silence may 
portend? Professor Richardson, in his 
excellent address to the LMBA, reported 
in your last issue, seems to have been 
conscious of it. ‘ There is,” he said, 
“ .. the desire of greed which demands 
higher and higher values from the smallest 
site. It is obvious that happiness is not 
to be obtained by pandering to these de- 
sires.” One begins to wonder whether, in 
fact, architects are pandering to them. 

It is the fashion nowadays to decry the 
work of the Edwardian and neo-Georgian 
eras and to ridicule the architects who 
created it. But whatever their faults, and 
they had many, these men knew exactly 
what they wanted and were generally 
determined enough to get it. Have we 
any architects today to compare in this 
respect with, say, Shaw, Lutyens, Blom- 
field, Baker and Cooper? I doubt it. 
These men —and there were plenty of 
others — were dominant personalities. 
Clients who did not choose to accept their 
designs and advice were politely told to 
go elsewhere. A little more such inde- 
pendence and plain speaking from archi- 
tects today might have unexpectedly 
beneficial results. 

The fundamental question is: Is the 
future of the City of London to be com- 
pletely dominated by the financial interests? 
Is the financier, in the words of Brutus to 
Cassius, “to lock such rascal counters from 
his friends”? If Samuel Butler was right 
when he said that a man is never so harm- 
lessly employed as when making money, 
it can be said with equal truth that he is 
never more usefully employed than when 
spending it—wisely. Is it yet fully enough 
realised that we must spend lavishly if 
London is to retain its position among the 
fine cities of the world? There must be 
heavy public spending on replanning as well 
as heavy private spending on detail develop- 
ment. 

What contradictions and _ inconsistencies 
we see in the contemporary picture when 
we try to comprehend it! On the one hand 
we willingly, and rightly, spend enormous 
sums of money on such things as nuclear 
research, industrial re-equipment, and the 
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production of armaments which are obsolete 
almost as soon as made. But when it comes 
to the. rebuilding of the City of London the 
question of cost at once raises its ugly head. 
No one ever seems to remember that a 
fine city is an enduring investment that will 
pay handsome and lasting dividends in the 
forms of added beauty and convenience and 
increased national prestige. And not only 
in those forms but in hard cash, as Nash 
showed in his Kegency town-planning im- 
provements and Haussmann in his much 
more drastic replanning of Paris during the 
Second Empire. Boldness and imaginative 
foresight are the qualities most needed; cost 
is really the last thing that one ought to 
worry about. 

Are our plans forward-looking enough? 
It is doubtful. Mr. Alastair Cooke, in one 
of his recent “ Letters from America,” con- 
fessed himself appalled at the inadequacy 
of our plans for new arterial motor roads 
which had just been announced. The pro- 
posed two-way tracks (four vehicle-ways in 
all), he assured us, would soon be com- 
pletely out of date, as they were already 
in the USA, and we should find ourselves 
put to the enormous expense of widening 
them in a few years’ time. Better to do 
the job properly at the start and build for 
at least three, preferably four, lines of traffic 
each way. Shall we profit from the experi- 
ence of the United States? 

It is extremely doubtful whether we are 
looking far enough ahead in our plans for 
the City of London. We criticise our civic 
forefathers for their lack of foresight, but 
seem in danger of passing on to posterity 
a similar grievance against ourselves. For- 
tunately there is yet time, so far as large 
areas of the City are concerned, to do the 
right thing not only in general replanning 
but in the design of the new buildings. 
Pinchbeck redevelopment is not good 
enough. We must spend lavishly if we are 
to create a new City of London worthy of 
our day and generation. This would be no 
waste of money, but in the long run a 
paying investment. 

As to the style to be adopted, it would 
be presumptuous for a layman to pontificate 
where some of the best brains of the archi- 
tectural profession are at odds. For myself, 
1 can stand a certain amount of “ glass- 
cage” architecture; in fact, I rather like it 
in smal] quantities. But to have an unre- 
lieved cityful of it, which is what our 
modernists seem to want,-would be too 
much for me. It would be like being con- 
demned to a permanent diet of cold boiled 
cabbage. Could we not have a little variety? 

In any case, I hope our architects will 
act a good deal more forcibly in their rela- 
tions with clients than they appear to be 
doing at the moment. In this connection 
I am reminded of the story told of Stanford 
White, who had designed a new building in 
New York for Frank Munsey, the publisher. 
Munsey had approved the design, but the 
next day White casually met him and said: 

“ About that building of yours. I’ve now 
decided to face it with marble. It will cost 
you another 750,000 dollars, but you'll like 
yay 


Munsey, a shrewd but enlightened busi- 
nessman, did like it, and gladly paid up 
for the enhanced prestige and advertising 
value it gave to his business. I suggest to 
our harassed architects that they try the 
Stanford White technique on their hard- 
faced City clients. It might come off! 

INTERESTED LAYMAN. 


RIBA COUNCIL 


Two representatives of the RIBA 
salaried and official architects’ committee, 
Dr. F. F. C. Curtis, ARIBA, and Mr. 
F. G. Southgate, ARIBA, have been 
appointed to the council of the Royal 
Insitute. 
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Rome Revisited 


By MARTIN S. BRIGGS, FRIBA 

T is now nearly half a century since 

I first lived for some weeks in Rome, 
and 27 years since my fourth visit. The 
impression made on me as a result of 
a fortnight spent there in May of the 
present year has been profound, if some- 
what confusing. It may seem _ pre- 
sumptuous to write, on so slender a basis 
of experience, of the changes that have 
occurred; on the other hand, my re- 
actions may possibly be useful to intend- 
ing visitors who have never seen Rome 
before, or those whose knowledge of the 
city is now out of date. 

Unlike London and Berlin, Rome 
suffered very little damage in either of 
the two world wars. There was some 
bombing in the summer of 1943, when 
the old basilica of S. Lorenzo and certain 
buildings in the new University City were 
hit, and some street fighting occurred in 
September of the same year: but the land- 
ing at Anzio in January, 1944, was fol- 
lowed by the entry of Anglo-American 
troops into the city in June, and that is 
all that need be said of Rome’s share in 
the two struggles. 

The most significant change that has 
taken place in Rome since | first stayed 
there is in the simple matter of size. In 
1907 its population was about half a 
million; in 1921 it was 663,848; in 1931 it 
had reached 937,177; in 1951 it was about 
1,688,000: and it has considerably in- 
creased since. Building is going on every- 
where. 

When I first knew it, the built-up area 
did not extend far beyond the ancient city 
walls—that is, about three miles north- 
to-south and as much east-to-west. In 
1920, just before Mussolini came to 
power, its boundaries had not spread very 
much; but in 1928 the great expansion 
was Well under way; and street maps of 
the city to-day cover an area about 
four-and-a-half miles east-to-west and 
Over six miles north-to-south, excluding 
the outer suburbs. This area contains 
many public open spaces, parks and gar- 
dens, as well as the famous “ archzo- 
logical zone,” in which new building is 
prohibited: but in the residential quarters 
most of the inhabitants live in flats which 
tend to be built taller and taller, 10 
storeys being a frequent height nowadays. 
There are no districts of small two-storey 
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The British School at Rome. 


individual houses as in outer London, so 
that the density is therefore high in all 
the residential quarters. 
TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

With the sole and almost negligible ex- 
ception of those who use the new Metro- 
politano (of which I shall have more to 
say), the whole of the huge population 
travels above ground, with the result that 
traffic streets are as least as congested as, 
and infinitely more dangerous than, in 
Central London. As a natural conse- 
quence of this congestion, coupled with 
the volatile Italian temperament, the noise 
in the streets, and indeed on every road 
out of the city, is appalling; so much so 
that I have heard of people returning to 
London after Rome and regarding it as 
relatively quiet, One is told that Mussolini 
forbade the use of horns on motor-cars 
within the city, and certainly drivers do 
not hoot so consistently and frequently 
as they used to. On the other hand, cars 
were very rare in those days, and that 
appalling source of din, the motor- 
scooter, had not even been invented. 
To-day, all young male Italians, and most 
of the middle-aged men who cannot 
afford a glossy car, seem to possess either 
a motor-cycle or an Italian-made motor- 
scooter, with a seat for the girl-friend or 
the boy-friend behind. These diabolical 


if convenient machines, invariably with- 





The Porta Pinciana in the old walls of Rome. 


Designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens as the 
British Pavilion for the Rome Exhibition of 1910. 


out silencers, are driven at top-speed be. 
tween road-crossings, traffic-lights, and 
corners. At all such obstacles the 
brakes are jammed on with a screech, 
and after a momentary and _ palpitating 
halt the engine is violently accelerated 
and the rider roars off on the next stage. 
Italians are admittedly skilful drivers, 
always revelling in the risks of the road: 
but their love of noise and their national 
tendency to braggadocio makes their use 
of cars almost as harassing to the poor 
pedestrian as the motor-cycles and motor- 
scooters. 

All this may seem irrelevant to any 
description of the architecture or the 
growth of Rome; but it is clear that some 
method will have to be devised, and very 
soon, to render the streets and roads more 
tolerable to non-motorists; and an) 
solution of this problem must naturally 
affect town-planning. The obvious 
remedy is a system of underground 
railways, but that appears unlikely and 
may be impracticable. In the central 
streets, white lines take the place of our 
“zebra crossings,” but it is quite un- 
safe to rely on the courtesy of Italian 


motorists in making the transit. — Traffic 
islands seem to be needed at frequent 
points throughout the city. A few sub- 


ways have been constructed recently at 


strategic points, but they are as scarce 
and as_ necessary as_ underground 
conveniences. 


THE METROPOLITANO 


The Metropolitano—the only under- 
ground railway—was opened early this 
year. It had been discussed in 1881, 
worked on since 1938, and was intended 
to serve the great World Fair planned 
for 1942. This project was prevented bj 
the War, and the completion of the rail- 
way, which ultimately cost about 
£10,000,000, had to be deferred. _ Its 
length from the Central Station to the 
Exhibition is about seven miles. Its 
eight stations, lined with Travertine and 
entirely free from posters, are a model 0! 
dignified simplicity, quite in the best 
Roman tradition; but much of the rail: 

way is above ground, and it does little 
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to solve the city’s town-planning 
roblems. 

The chief modern buildings of Rome 
may be classified under three heads: 
Those erected before the advent of 
Mussolini to power as Prime Minister in 
1925; those built or planned between 1925 
and his fall in 1943; and those erected 
since that date. 

His career was so bombastic, and his 
end so squalid, that we are apt to forget 
that Mussolini was a very great man, 
and that he accomplished great things for 
Italy in the field of architecture and town- 
planning, as well as in such matters as the 
health of his people, the efficiency of 
social services, and the reform of the 
railways. Even if he was dubbed “ Saw- 
dust Caesar” by his enemies, he did as 
much for Italy, and especially for Rome, 
as any of the Caesars ever did—whatever 
may have been his political and moral 
shortcomings. When I visited Rome in 
1928, | was invited by a Senator, who had 
formerly been a Professor of Italian in 
London, to see the Duce’s schemes for 
replanning Rome. Those schemes had, 
in fact, been devised before Mussolini’s 
rise to power, and the Senator was care- 
ful to admit that fact; but news received 
that very morning, of an attempt on the 
Duce’s life, led my host to defend his 
Jeader against hostile criticism. 


MUSSOLINI’S CONTRIBUTION 


What was Mussolini’s real contri- 
bution to the architecture and town- 
planning of Rome, between 1924 and 
1943? If, as I think, it was bombastic, 
it was never so vulgarly ostentatious as in 
the preceding period: e.g., as the huge 
monument to Vittorio Emanuele designed 
by Giuseppe Sacconi in competition, 
begun in 1885 and finished in 1911. This 
colossal white marble structure overtops 
and dwarfs all the famous “* Seven Hills ” 
of Rome, none of them more than about 
250 ft. high; and, what is even worse, it 
dwarfs the group of buildings, some of 
them by Michelangelo himself, which 
crown the Capitol, the very centre and 
heart of Roman history. Nothing ever 
erected by the most blatant of the 
Baroque Popes, or by Mussolini, con- 
stituted so flagrant a breach of good 
taste as this huge pile. 

Another gigantic eyesore of the same 
period is the Palace of Justice (1889- 
1910), across the Tiber. Almost equally 
strident are the great Synagogue (1904) 
and the Gallery of Modern Art in the 
Valle Giulia. Several flamboyantly deco- 
rated bridges were erected during the 
early years of the twentieth-century, as 
well as large numbers of government 
buildings and residential flats, Thus 
great changes took place between my first 
visit to Rome in 1907 and my fourth in 
1928; but much of the city remained 
picturesque, shabby and dirty; and little 
had yet been done to clear the classical 
Tuins (between the Capitol, the Colosseum 
and the Baths of Caracalla) from the 
sordid accretions of nineteenth-century 
hovels which grew over them like a 
fungus. 

Mussolini, like many other Italians, 
objected to his country being patronised 
by foreign visitors as a mere museum of 
antiquities. He resented their criticisms 
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The new University City, Rome. 


—often well founded—of dirt, laziness, 
unpunctual trains, shocking sanitation, 
and inefficiency generally. He wanted to 
restore Rome to its ancient glory and to 
make it one of the world’s great capitals, 
if not the greatest of all. Taking in order 
his new buildings, his town-planning, and 
his treatment of historical monuments, 
let us see what he really accomplished. 
Of his numerous projects, the Foro 
Mussolini (now the “Foro Italico”) in 
the north-west of the city, is the most 
ambitious. Approached by a fine new 
bridge across the Tiber—the Ponte Duce 
d’Aosta — it comprises a large group of 
buiidings, constituting an “ Academy of 
Physical Culture.” Of these, the most 
impressive is the Olympic Stadium, with 
seating for 35,000 persons and a maxi- 
mum accommodation of 65,000. The 
actual arena measures about 790 by 360 
feet. Then there are the smaller Marble 





Stadium, covered swimming baths, an 
open-air swimming pool, tennis courts, 
and a building for physical education. 
The background is the wooded slopes of 
Monte Mario. The architecture of the 
whole group is somewhat heavy, as in 
most of the Duce’s buildings; and the 
sculptured figures are aggressively beefy 
and over-developed, portraying a type 
that one seldom meets in Italy. The 
Foro Mussolini was planned in 1928, and 
took several years to complete. 


THE RAILWAY STATION 


The Central Railway Station is one of 
the finest in the world, and one of the 
most modern. Recently completed, it is 
the result of an architectural competition 
held in 1948, and is the joint work of six 
architects, members of the two firms who 
were placed first and second in the com- 
petition—surely an unusual arrangement? 


The ‘Palace of Italian Civilisation,’ Rome. 
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It replaces the florid and undistinguished 
building by Salvatore Bianchi, erected in 
1864-71. The new master-plan of Rome, 
approved in 1931, envisaged two large 
new stations for the city, one in the 
north and one in the south, the lines be- 
ing prolonged underground to meet on 
the site of the old Central Station, which 
was to be rebuilt. After the end of the 
War of 1939-45, this scheme was 
abandoned and only the new Central 
Station was authorised, with its frontage 
set back somewhat from the old line. This 
frontage is over 750 feet, and within it is 
an immense “concourse” or hall. The 
actual length of the station is nearly halt 
a mile, and it contains 27 tracks. There 
is a huge cantilevered canopy of rein- 
forced concrete projecting from the whole 
frontage, a daring and_ remarkable 
feature. Ten storeys of offices rise above 
the great concourse and extend down both 
flanks of the station. The whole scheme 
has a touch of Roman grandeur in its 
size and jts bold construction. 

The University City (Citta Universi- 
taria) near the station is another 
grandiose scheme of the Mussolini 
period. It occupies a trapezoidal site 
averaging about 700 yards in each direc- 
tion, and its lay-out was the subject of 
an architectural competition in 1930, won 
by M. Piacentini, who has also designed 
the main administrative building 
(Rettorato). Other blocks, designed by 
various architects, house other Faculties. 
A students’ hostel and a domed church or 
chapel also form part of the scheme. 


The style of architecture adopted, 
though it naturally varies in each block 
according to the materials used and the 
whim of the designer, is massive, stark 
and rather lacking in grace, but the effect 
is redeemed by the lay-out of the sur- 
rounding gardens. An attractive feature 
is the use of pergolas draped with 
creepers, connecting the various blocks; 
and there is a welcome lack of the dust 
that so often mars a Roman summer, as 
all the open spaces between buildings are 
either paved or planted. This great 
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The Olympic Stadium, Rome, from Monte Mario. 


scheme supersedes the old University in 
the College of Sapienza. 


THE EXHIBITION BUILDINGS 


Yet another of Mussolini’s major pro- 
jects was a monster permanent 
Exhibition, on a site about five miles 
south of the Porta San Paolo, on the way 
to the coast. His intention, now largely 
realised, was to substitute permanent 
buildings, on a formally planned and 
planted site, for the flimsy wood and 
plaster structures previously used. It is 
commonly called the “E.U.R.” (Esposi- 
zione Universale di Roma), and com- 
prises a very large group of separate 
blocks — each producing an appearance 
of massive strength, though all are, in 
fact, faced with a comparatively thin skin 
of marble or other stone. The purpose 
of each is to glorify the greatness of Italy. 
The largest and most hideous is_ the 
‘“* Palace of Italian Civilisation,” a clumsy 
block over 220 feet high and about 170 
feet square, which dominates the Cam- 
pagna for miles around. Its six storeys 
are indicated on all four sides externally 





The Via Della Conciliazione, Rome. 


by six tiers of gigantic arches, nine in 
each row. There is not a single feature 
to relieve this giant caricature of a colum- 
barium. Some of the other blocks are 
less clumsy in design; and one of them, 
the great Congress Hall, with a remark. 
able flat truncated dome of reinforced 
concrete, is a really notable work. Ad- 
joining the Exhibition buildings a “ gar- 
den city” is to be laid out. 

To these grandiose schemes must be 
added several new bridges over the Tiber, 
of rather less ostentatious design than 
those of the preceding period; and a 
number of massive Government build- 
ings, e.g., the Air Ministry. 

For the lay-out of the so-called 
“archeological zone” containing the 
ruins of classical Rome, no praise can 
be too high. The hideous gas works have 
been removed from the Circus Maximus, 
the mass of mean hovels that cluttered up 
the Capitol have gone, and the fine new 
avenues and gardens that now frame and 
traverse this hallowed quarter are really 
beautiful. To me, at any rate, there is 
no sign of vandalism in this civic lay-out: 
and, though one could wish for less 
noisy traffic along the avenues, the im- 
provement of Ancient Rome since | first 
knew it nearly 50 years ago is mar- 
vellous. The picturesque but squalid slums 
have nearly all gone, even in the Traste- 
vere district, and Rome is now a splendid 
city. The replacement of the old Borgo 
(between the Tiber and St. Peter’s) by a 
formal street of undistinguished design is 
deplored by some people, but (except for 
its vulgar columns) it provides a modest 
even dignified approach to Bernini’s 
splendid Piazza. 

As for the most recent work of Italian 
architects in Rome, that has been so 
abundantly illustrated elsewhere that it 
needs no further description from me 
here; but it must be said that in some 
respects, particularly in the design o! 
residential flats, their work compares 
favourably with anything in other coun- 
tries. One question continually puzzled 
me as I wandered round the new Rome: 
where does all the money come from? 
One often hears Italy described as a poor 
country, but the buildings, the shops, and 
the innumerable cars in Rome are all 
suggestive of great wealth. 
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Rear elevation. Below: Ground- and first-floor plans and view of the living-room. 


“* Five Apple Trees” e ee 
Monkfrith-avenue, Southgate 


Architect 
H. E. ASKEY, FRIBA 


Builders 
HENRY KNIGHT & SON 


HIS house was completed in May, 1955. The 

site was originally an orchard, and the house 

has been kept back 40 ft. from the road to preserve 
the existing apple trees. 

The living-room has a large bay window which 
comfortably takes the dining table, and a feature 
of this room isa 8 ft. by 5 ft. Pilkington ** Insulite ~ 
window. Interior furnishings are in soft pastel 
shades—the ceilings and woodwork being generally 
broken white. One fireplace, fitted with a ** Sofono” 
convector fire, supplies warm air to the living-room 
and the hall. All other heating is by electricity. 
Hot water is provided by an “ Ascot ” multi-point 
gas water heater fitted in the kitchen, which also 
supplies the bathroom above. A _ built-in cabinet 
in the kitchen houses a refrigerator, larder and 
**dog’s”’ bed. The large linen cupboard can 
accommodate winter coats when not required— 
every-day coats being housed below the stairs. 

The construction is 1l-in. cavity brickwork 
except for the rear wall, which is 14 ins. to first 
floor level because of the large window openings. 
One side wall and part of the front are finished in 
** Colormix,” the remainder being faced with golden 
brown concrete bricks. The sub-contractors were 
as follows :— 

Joinery, Henry Knight and Son, and John Sadd; 
plastering, J. B. Abbot and Co. (Plasterers), Ltd.; 
roof tiles, Marley Concrete Tile Co.; concrete bricks, 
Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., Ltd.; gutters, Finlock Gutters, 
Ltd.; windows, EJMA. 
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BOOKS 


ARCHITETTURA ITALIANA OGGI:  ITALY’S 
ARCHITECTURE Topay. By Carlo Pagani. 
PP. 293. Illustrated. (Milan: Hoepli and 
London: Alec Tiranti.) Price 63s. 


HIS sumptuously produced book has 
been compiled by a well-known Italian 
architect who was born at Milan in 1913, 
graduated in 1939, has been chief editor 
of the review Domus, has created a large 
practice, and is represented in the present 
volume by illustrations of shops and flats 
in Milan. The book consists of an intro- 
duction of eleven pages summarising the 
course of architectural development in 
Italy during the past twenty years or so; a 
series of photographs and plans of a large 
number of recent buildings; and eleven 
pages of biographical details, with portraits, 
of their designers, nearly 100 persons in all 
and mostly born in the present century. The 
whole of the text is printed in English as 
well as in Italian. 


The Introduction is not very easy to fol- 
low, even in translation. It constitutes an 
apologia for the post-war “organic” style 
as against the previous Fascist tradition en- 
couraged by Mussolini. ‘* Fascism,’ we are 
told, “which dominated the political scene 
between the two wars, lacked entirely a 
political programme except that of ruling: 
lacked even more a cultural programme and 
therefore approved the architectural trend 
according to the enterprise and shrewdness 
of the personalities who suggested it.” 


After marking the steps by which 
“ organic architecture” ultimately proved 
victorious, this survey concludes: “* Modern 


Italian architecture follows its path less 
laboriously than before the war; but it still 
struggles against the incompetence, the in- 
experience and the incapacity of official 
bureaucracy. It is hindered by speculative 
planning, the ignorance of the public, the 
traditional rhetorical forms, the bad taste 
still existing, but especially by a new cate- 
gory of constructors: the formal modernists 
who with their bad workmanship create mis- 
understanding and confusion.’ Nevertheless. 
“ modern Italian architecture is a living and 
valid document of the best architecture in 
the world.” 

One naturally turns to the main body of 
the book, headed “ Documentazione ” (and 
unimaginatively translated ‘“ Documenta- 
tion”) to see whether this sweeping claim is 
justified. The photographic illustrations are 
simply magnificent, nothing less; and the 
accompanying plans are as clear as they 
are interesting. Each building is described 
under three heads: “Spatial Planning,” 
“Technical Specification,’ and “ Aesthetic 
Synthesis.” The first two are generally 
sensible enough, but the third, even in the 
original Italian, tends to be rather vague 
and woolly. It is difficult, in any language, 
to explain a designer’s aesthetic Purpose in 
words. 

The weak point in this otherwise admir- 
able book is the English translation, which 
lacks both idiomatic facility and technical 
knowledge. Thus on p.76, “the structure 
is of reinforced concrete with interstices of 
3.75 metres,” whereas the word interassi 
surely means “ the grid,” not “ interstices ” 
(which is manifestly absurd, as Euclid used 
to say). On p.89 we read of “the plastic 
movement of the interior” of a flat! On 
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p.106 a photograph of an architectural 
model is entitled “a plastic view.” On p.111 
is illustrated a group of so-called “* back-to- 
back dwellings,” which have windows and 
entrances fore-and-aft. On p.185, “the 
volumetric distribution of the assembly of 
buildings is based on a parameter, together 
with the spatial possibilities in which the 
whole construction arose.” Quite! 

The selection of buildings illustrated is 
generally sound, though a few of them have 
no obvious merit unless it be absolute 
nihilism. Few display definitely Italian 
characteristics, and all would be appropriate 
for any country with a similar climate. No 
churches or town-halls are illustrated. The 
concluding example is the huge terminal 
railway-station at Rome, which is indeed 
Roman in scale and conception if not in 


style. The caption reads: “An altogether 
view of the station.” On the whole, the 
most interesting buildings illustrated are 


residential flats. Since most of them have 
only two or three bedrooms, it would ap- 
pear that Italy’s former reputation for very 
large families has vanished, together with 
so many of her traditions. : 

M. S. B. 


St. GEORGE'S FIELDS, SOUTHWARK: BEING 
VoL. XXV OF THE SURVEY OF LONDON. 
Pp. xvi, 150. Illustrated. (London: 
London County Council.) Price 40s. 


HIS new volume (appearing concur- 

rently with Mrs. Higham’s Southwark 
Story, recently reviewed in The Builder), 
completes the description of Southwark 
contained in Vol. XXII of the Survey of 
London, which dealt with the Bankside area. 
As compared with the inventories of the 
Royal Commission on Historical Monu- 
ments. which are confined to buildings 
earlier than 1714, the Survey of London 
covers all buildings up to the present time, 
and also the history of town-growth. More- 
over, whereas the RCHM volumes are illus- 
trated only by photographs and measured 
drawings, the Survey also 
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former through Southwark has __ beep 
proved by recent discoveries to haye 
followed the present line of Newington 
Causeway across St. George’s Fields tg 
London Bridge. Another recent discovery 
is the site in Newington of the old play. 
house which was the predecessor of the 
more famous theatres on Bankside. Suffolk 
Place, a fine Tudor mansion near the 
Borough High Street, was demolished jp 
1562. Various old almshouses have beep 
removed elsewhere; and all parts of South. 
wark suffered terribly from bombing during 
the Second World War. 

Of the churches, St. George the Martyr 
was rebuilt in 1734 from designs by John 
Price, and extensively restored in 1806, 
1938, and 1951. With its three galleries, 
it is typical of its period. The parish- 
church of St. Mary, Newington, a medieval 
foundation, was rebuilt in 1876 and is of no 
particular interest. St. Peter, Walworth, js 
a characteristic work of Sir John Soane, 
built 1823-5. Holy Trinity, 1823-4, was 
designed by Francis Bedford. St. Agnes, 
Kennington, 1875-7, is a fine Gothic-Revival 
church by Gilbert Scott the Younger. The 
three last-named churches were all damaged 
more or less by bombing, and the great 
Roman Catholic Cathedral of St. George 
(by A. W. N. Pugin, 1848) was completely 
burnt out in 1941 

Among secular buildings, the most impor- 
tant is Bethlem Hospital which had its 
medieval origin in Bishopsgate. A _ com- 
petition for its rebuilding in Southwark in 
1810 was won by Gandy, but the design 
adopted was chiefly the work of one of the 
assessors, James Lewis, the surveyor of the 
hospital. It was enlarged and altered in 
1835 by Sydney Smirke, who added the 
present dome in 1844-6. The inmates were 
transferred elsewhere in 1926, and the build- 
ing was reopened as the Imperial War 
Museum in 1936. 

Interesting examples of unpretentious but 
refined street-architecture are the Trinity 





reproduces a large num- 
ber of old prints and 
maps, many of which are 
of great interest. The 
selection of these in the 
volume under review is 
well up to the high stan- 
dard previously main- 
tained. Special mention 
must be made of the fine 
drawings of Holy Trinity 
Church and of Trinity 
Church Square, of iron 
door-knockers, even of a 
boot-scraper designed by 
Soane, and of various 
modest streets and details 
from all over the 
borough. 

The part of Southwark 
treated here, unlike the 
Bankside area described 
in Vol. XXII, contains 
very few really old build- 
ings, and was mostly 
occupied by open fields 
up to the 19th century. 
It was marshy, and was 
traversed by two impor- 
tant Roman roads— 
Stane Street and Watling 
Street. The course of the 





LETTERING ON BRONZE. Anexample of incised lettering, 
in this case on a bronze plaque of 19 ins. diameter, carried 
out recently by Mr. Peter Morton. 

at Queen’s University, Belfast. 


The plaque is in a room 
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INSCRIPTION ON SLATE. Another 
example of recent work by Mr. Peter 
Morton, this time carried out in West- 
morland green slate. The photograph 
shows a portion of the 2 ft. 4 in. wide slab. 


House Estate, c. 1813-43, and Newington 
Crescent by Henry Jarvis, 1834-5. The 
curious obelisk in St. George’s Circus, with 
inscriptions giving distances by road, was 
erected in 1771 by Robert Mylne, who laid 
out several main roads in the borough, in- 
cluding the New Kent Road and Blackfriars 
Road. He must not be blamed, however, 
for the appalling congestion at the Elephant 
and Castle, a Victorian problem with which 
modern town-planners are still wrestling. 
M. S. B. 








RENT CONTROL. By Dennis Lloyd and John 


Montgomerie, __ Barristers-at-Law. 2nd. 
Edition. Pp. Ixvili, 617. (London: 
Butterworth and Co. (Publishers), Ltd.) 


Price 37s. 6d. 

GINCE the first edition of this book was 
published in 1949, there have been 
three new Acts of Parliament dealing 
specifically with the control of rents of resi- 
dential premises. In chronological order, 
these are the Crown Lessees (Protection of 
Sub-Tenants) Act, 1952; the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954; and the Land- 
lord and Tenant Act, 1954. Of these, the 
most important is undoubtedly the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act, dealing as it does 
with the rents of some 6m. dwelling houses. 
The Act was the subject of a number o! 
books published soon after it was passed 
last year, but it is useful to have it dealt 
with in a general book on the Rent Acts. 
Messrs. Lloyd and Montgomerie deal with 
only those sections of the Act which concern 
rent control; they have excluded those sec- 
tions which amend the Housing Acts, 
presumably on the ground that they were 
dealing solely with the subject of rent con- 

trol. 
On the vexed question of the “ stopper” 
and the decorative repairs reduction, the 
learned authors come down firmly on what 
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may be called the “landlord’s side.” They 
say (p. 82): “... it seems that the stopper 
should be applied to the reduced increase. 
The prescribed form of notice of increase 
however applies the stopper and_ then 
reduces the resulting figure.” The Minister’s 
interpretation, as indicated by the prescribed 
form, has, however, received support from 
other writers, and one could wish that 
Messrs. Lloyd and Montgomerie had dis- 
cussed this point rather more fully. 

Architects and others will, no doubt, 
be particularly interested in the new chap- 
ter dealing with Part I of the Landlord and 
Tenant Act, which concerns the rights of 
lessor and lessee on the termination of a 
long lease of residential premises. The 
new Act creates a number of problems for 
ground landlords who may wish to te- 
develop on the expiry of the lease, and it 
also. modifies the lessee’s liability for 
dilapidations. 

Apart from the new legislation, this second 
edition of Lloyd and Montgomerie has had 
to take account of a great number of Court 
decisions. The learned authors have con- 
tinued their policy of not citing county 
court decisions, nor the decisions of Scottish 
and Irish courts. Similarly, they have 
decided not to cite High Court cases which 
are not reported in the recognised Law 
Reports, except on rare occastons. This is 
in line with the views expressed fairly 
recently by the Court of Appeal on the 
subject of “ unofficial reports.” It is, no 
doubt, for this reason that the learned 
authors do not mention the case of R v. 
Sussex Rent Tribunal ex parte Sherrard 
(1951) in which the Divisional Court 
decided that a lift was not a service for the 
purposes of the Rent Acts. 

The new edition maintains the high 
standards of the first edition, and the authors 
and the publishers are to be congratulated 
on publishing it so quickly after the legis- 
lative upheaval of last year. 

A. Ez ¥: 


DESIGN BY ARCHITECTS 
ONLY 
“Time Not Yet Ripe,” 
Committee 


Q)N June 15, 1954, the RIBA Council 

appointed a committee of seven 
members under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Kenneth M. B. Cross, honorary secre- 
tary, with the task of obtaining infor- 
mation as to the legislative position in 
other countries and reviewing the present 
position in the United Kingdom, with 
the object of considering whether it was 
now both opportune and practicable to 
take definite steps towards further imple- 
mentation of the Architects (Registration) 
Acts. 

The Committee have carried out their 
task and have made their report to the 
Council. It is clear from the Committee's 
review of the position in other countries 
that any extensive implementation of the 
Acts amounting to restricting the right to 
design all buildings to architects only 
would be much in advance of the world 
situation. 

The Committee also considered the 
situation within the United Kingdom in 
regard to the various interests that would 
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be affected and the procedure that would 
be required to obtain legislative action. 


In view of these considerations, the 
Committee were convinced that the time 
is not as yet ripe for such a move. The 
Council approved the findings of the 
Committee, but in so doing they have not 
in any way departed from their ultimate 
policy of further implementation of the 
Architects (Registration) Acts. 


DESIGNS BY 
“UNQUALIFIED PERSONS” 


Advice to Planning Officers 


THe RIBA CounciL have considered a 
report from the Allied Societies’ Con- 
ference on the treatment by officers of 
planning authorities of plans submitted 
by unqualified persons which prove un- 
acceptable. It is said that many Planning 
Officers, especially those who are qualified 
architects, in their desire to be of assis- 
tance to the public, are tempted to go 
beyond what might be thought the limits 
of their duty by re-designing and re- 
drawing the plans which they then return 
to the applicant with the grant of plan- 
ning approval. 

In the minds of the Council, the fol- 
lowing considerations are of importance. 
If building owners are encouraged to 
rely upon the free services of public 
authorities which they have no statutory 
right to enjoy, it means that there will 
be that much less work for qualified 
architects. Secondly, it is open to ques- 
tion whether it is proper for an architect, 
a member of an office which itself has to 
exercise a judicial function in approving 
or rejecting plans, to reformulate a plan 
and give it the approval of that office. 


The Council therefore take the view 
that Planning Officers should limit them- 
selves to constructive criticism of unsuit- 
able schemes, but falling short of the free 
provision of drawings from which build- 
ings can be constructed. Those who sub- 
mit unsuitable schemes -ought to be 
advised to consult a qualified architect. 
It is hoped that members of advisory 
panels and others whose activities bring 
them into contact with the machinery of 
planning approval will make these views 
known. 


BOARD OF BUILDING 
EDUCATION 


Appointment of Members 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS and the 
National Federation of Building Trade 
Employers have now appointed their repre- 
sentatives to the Board of Building Educa- 
tion, as follows: 


Institute Members.—Messrs. F. Leslie 
Wallis, OBE, JP, G Airey, G. A. Hill, 
OBE, L. T. Holloway, W. Lee, H. S. Oddie, 
H. H. Ridge, C. R. Setter, G. O Swayne, 
and P. Wykeham. 

National Federation—Messrs. Harvey G. 
Frost, OBE, F. S. Kennewell, W. K. Laing, 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, J. C. Robertson, 
OBE, A. C. V. Telling, T. H. Huxley 
Turner and F. M. Sleeman, CBE. 
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“ The Function and Design of Hospitals’”’ 


RESULTS OF THE NUFFIELD TRUST’S STUDIES 


MHE publication of the results of the 

Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust’s* 
Studies is an occasion for congratulation 
to all concerned in this timely work— 
to the Trust for being the sponsors, but 
mainly to the advisors, the directors and 
the staff, who can now sit back, for a 
short time only we hope, and enjoy the 
pleasant sensations which only justifiable 
praise can bring. 

For all except those directly connected 
with them, hospitals are places to be 
avoided. Only one’s own sickness or 
disablement or that of a near relative or 
friend reminds us of the ceaseless vigil 
and work which goes on in these build- 
ings: housing, schools, cinemas, factories 
and pubs all mean more to the majority. 
The important contribution of hospitals, 
therefore, to our national economy and 
livelihood has been the easiest to neglect 
politically, to disregard industrially, and 
to be indifferent to individually. But to 
the comparative few whose vocations are 
in hospitals, the intensity of this work 
invariably calls for degrees of speciali- 
sation seldom met with elsewhere. 
Doctors’ and nurses’ efforts have hitherto 
been mainly directed towards the patient, 
and the effect of the surroundings, 
accommodation and facilities on their 
efficiency or the patients’ comfort has 
only been of casual interest. Since 
Florence Nightingale there has been in 
existence a loosely acceptable convention 
of the requirements of space and facili- 
ties, based on frugal economy in capital 
expenditure. These conventions have 
seldom been seriously challenged, though 
many architects, doctors, nurses and 
administrators had, through the agency 
of the King Edward VII Fund, begun 
to question them on grounds of working 
efficiency, before the recent war. 


PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS 


The director of the Nuffield team, Mr. 
Richard Llewelyn Davies, MA, ARIBA, 
has published much of the work, now 
presented so admirably in this book, in 
a series of interim statements and reports 
to meetings of architects and hospital 
conferences, and we are now extremely 
well served in having access to these 
results of the investigations and studies 
in this form. 

The new publication is set out in 
seven sections, and deals with : — 

1. The Ward. 
. The Out-Patients’ Service. 
The Operating Theatre Suite. 
. The Physical Environment 
Hospital. 
. Fire Protection in Hospitals. ‘ 
. Some General Considerations Affecting 

Design. 

7. Planning to Meet Demand. 

To judge the work of the team by 
the book alone would be to do them 
an injustice, for it has a disarming 
simplicity. No investigation into the 
design of accommodation for sick people 
could fail to come immediately into con- 
tact with all the strange contradictions 
implicit in human nature itself. A pre- 


within the 
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*Studies in the Function and Design of Hospitals. 
Published by the Oxford University Press. Price 63s. 


scription of the accommodation for an 
individually sick person suffering from 
one kind of sickness would not be with- 
out its intangibles ; if we take, therefore, 
a unit of several patients of different 
ages and sexes suffering in various 
degrees of illness from acuteness to near 
convalescence, we multiply our unre- 
solved points accordingly, added to 
which we are faced inevitably with the 
old dilemma of sometimes a_ choice 
between the patients’ comfort or the 
nurses’ or doctors’ convenience. 


CONSTRUCTIVE PROPOSALS 

To achieve anything at all it has been 
necessary to accept many of the con- 
ventional ways in which hospitals are 
organised and administered, and in con- 
centrating on the design of the accom- 
modation in the ward units and 
out-patients’ department or operating 
theatres, the work is well done, and con- 
structive proposals are made. If there 
is any criticism to be made at all, it is 
that so many of the routines and 
practices in both the ward units and 
out-patients’ department are not efficient 
in the business sense, and one would like 
them to be appreciated. Thus, for the 
“ bed-fast ” patient, is it better to wheel 
the patient to a bed-pan room or to take 
all the paraphernalia to the patient and 
dispose of the waste? Or the local food 
distribution: is it better to dispense the 
food from a trolley to the patient in the 
ward, or on to trays in the ward kitchen? 
Every solution of the planning problems, 
even within a ward unit, raises a chal- 
lenge or query such as the arrangement 
of the utility rooms about the treatment 
room in the Larkfield plan: some would 
criticise the passing of dirty implements 
along the corridor. 

Our information would, therefore, be 
all the greater if we had had a short sum- 
mary of the points still to be investigated, 
and lines of research still to be considered, 
even in these sections of the hospital. 

The team has drawn attention to one 
of the factors which could, and probably 
will, change the basic formula for ward 
units, and that is the recognition of 
regular working hours for the nursing 
staff on some form of “ shift”? system, 
and breaking the unit up into smaller 
sub-units. Opinions on the economy of 
nursing staffs in units of multiple-bed 
wards, which is normal practice in USA 
and on the Continent, have always 
suggested that they were unsuited for 
general adoption here, and their efficiency 
in nurse-miles not very attractive. 
Llewelyn Davies has, therefore, postu- 
lated variants on the open ward plan, 
which have now moved a stage further 
and are to be the subject of fuller investi- 
gation under live conditions. 

Such a profligate distribution of laurels 
would be unworthy, if in the section 
dealing with Artificial Lighting in Ward 
Units, one did not award an alpha to 
the Building Research Station for their 
contribution on lighting, and to all those 
who helped in the section dealing with 
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the physical environment. Here we haye 
a scientific appraisal of the many com. 
ponents of good lighting, even taking into 
account the “ mind of the beholder ” ang 
information too on what constitutes 
* glare.” 

Much still remains to be done in the 
field of research, and the practising archi- 
tect would welcome advice on the most 
hygienic and comfortable floor which 
could be easily maintained, stand up to 
hard wear and tear, not show footmarks, 
and be warm to the feet and silent. Also 
on door furniture which will enable a 
nurse to open a door easily and which 
will close the door without slamming, 
and not provide the engineer with a regu- 
lar job of maintenance. 


The design of operating theatres repre- 
sents one of the most attractive and 
tantalising planning problems in 4 
hospital for the architect, except that, as 
elsewhere, there are no basic standards, 
and the organisation and routines will 
depend on a local interpretation of the 
essentials, necessities and desirable re- 
quirements and facilities. The director 
has limited his investigations to the com- 
paratively simple task of a twin opera- 
ting theatre suite—food enough for the 
most ravenous investigator—but still the 
greater problem of multiple theatres will 
confront most of the architects called 
upon to assist the Minister of Health in 
the new programme of works. 


It is probable that this section of the 
problem will continue to defy the 
idealist, for it is essentially a team job, 
both inside the theatre and in the work 
outside the suite itself, and perhaps it is 
impossible to associate the aim of aseptic 
conditions with purity or perfection. 

The regional investigation which com- 
prises the last section of the book will 
provide architects with a hope that by 
some such means we shall in the future 
be able to plan a hospital with some 
certainty as to its size, for inefficiency 
and expense have their most fertile roots 
in the addition of large wings to small 
hospitals designed as an entity, or in the 
reverse, of planning large hospitals and 
building only a part. 

Like so many other good things, there 
is not enough of it, and it is to be hoped 
that the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals 
Trust will continue this excellent work in 
the same bold spirit of inquiry and pub- 
lish the results in this same well- 
documented and digestible form. 

S. E. T. CuspIn. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


CouNcIL OFFICES AT ENNISKILLEN, NORTHERN 
IRELAND.—Promoted by Fermanagh County Council 
Cost not to exceed £45,000. Premiums: £500 and 
£200. Assessor: Mr. R. S. Wilshere, MC, FRIBA, 
FRICS. Last day for questions: 4 p.m., September 
5, 1955. Closing date: 4 p.m., December 20, 1955. 
Dep. £2 2s. Conditions from the Secretary, Fer- 
managh County Council, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh 
July 8, 1955. 

GOVERNMENT BUILDING: UGanpa.—Legislative 
council building: at Kamnala. Promoted _ by 
Government of Uganda. Assessor: H. Thornley 
Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI, advised by K. Begg, FRIBA, 
chief architect, Uganda Public Works Department, 
and G. T. Bragg, AMIMunE, ARICS, town engineer, 
Kampala. Premiums: £750, £500 and £250. Applica- 
tions by August 20, 1955; questions by August 31. 
1955. Closing date: January 21, 1956. Conditions 
from Clerk of Legislative Council, PO Box 2278, 
Kampala, Uganda, East Africa. Deposit: £3 3s 
July 29, 1955. 
ae The date in italics refers to the issue of The 

Builder in which fuller details were published. 
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View towards stage. 


Municipal Intimate Theatre, 


Corn Exchange, Maidstone 


Architect: CLIFFORD WORTHINGTON, FRIBA 


Quantity Surveyor: PETER LAWRENCE, ARICS 


HIS scheme of conversion at the Corn Exchange to 
form an Intimate Theatre for the Maidstone 
Corporation briefly consists of (i) erecting an extension 
to the existing Concert Hall to form a new stage measur- 
ing internally 40 ft. wide, 25 ft. deep, by 35 ft. high from 
stage level to roof, and specialist equipment for drama 
production; (ii) demolishing a three-storey cottage and 
part of an existing warehouse on the site of the proposed 
extension; (iii) The conversion of the first floor of an 
existing store to male and female dressing-rooms with 
lavatory accommodation; (iv) The conversion of an 
ante-room to refreshment bar for joint service to concert 
hall and theatre; (v) The improvement of Earl-street 
public entrance, the acoustic treatment of the auditorium 
in conjunction with the existing scheme of natural 
ventilation, miscellaneous repairs and renovations and 
redecoration, all in accordance with instructions 
received. 

Auditorium: The principal problems in connection 
with the auditorium revolve round accustics and ventila- 
tion, and in order to obtain tolerable conditions for the 
patrons in these respects and, at the same time, to solve 
these problems economically, it was decided to embody 
the existing method of natural cross ventilation, which 
consists of openable side lights to the continuous roof 
lantern, with a modified form of air-conditioning 
located above the auditorium suspended ceiling, com- 
bined with electric unit heaters housed above the ceiling 
grilles. 


Builders: CHARLES WALTER, LTD. 


Since the minimum acoustic requirement necessitates 
a minimum volume of 50,000 cu. ft. for a seating capa- 
city of approximately 400, and since the measurements 
of the auditorium are 60 ft. long by 40 ft. wide—calling 
for 3:2:1 ratio of length, width and height—then a 
new suspended ceiling at 20 ft. height was adopted and 
this, combined with the economic necessity of retaining 
in part the existing form of ventilation for summer use, 
dictated the unique form of construction which solved 
these initial problems. 

For vocal sound to reach the rear of the auditorium 
travelling some 60 ft. it is necessary to amplify and 
correctly direct the sound waves without undue rever- 
beration by means of an appropriately shaped sound 
board suspended over the forestage and the suspended 
ceiling similarly designed as a sound reflective surface; 
this feeds back a little sound into the orchestra pit. In 
order to prevent echo effects reflected from rear wall of 
auditorium this area is covered with sound absorbent. 

Calculating the reverberation on the basis of a two- 
thirds attendance, this results in a reverberation period 
of 14 seconds, which is too high for a theatre. Reduc- 
tion to one second, the accepted optimum, necessitates 
additional sound absorption, particularly since the 
maple floor will remain uncovered, and this is provided 
on the flank in walls in panels. 

Further calculations on the basis of absorption areas 
minimised to reduce cost now read as follows :— 
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MUNICIPAL THEATRE, MAIDSTONE : The refreshment room. Below: Auditorium, from stage. 


Attendance of 100 zoe 1 iv We Sees: 
<3 ,, 200 me Pe re a 
ee , 300 oe ye s«. (O95 
: 400 » «xs ‘OSS 


which should prove satisfactory for speech over the 
attendance range. Total audience capacity is 400. 

Prevention of sound transmission between the concert 
hall and theatre is effected by means of cutting into the 
board and joisted floor at thresholds. 

Colour and lighting play an important part in creating 
a romantic atmosphere. From the inside one is immedi- 
ately visionally directed to the proscenium, the flank 
walls of which are lined with scarlet panels in wax- 
polished sycamore frames inset with fibrous plaster 
motifs picked out in gold leaf. The proscenium opening 
is draped with pale grey velour curtaining and this, 
with the functionally shaped soundboard sweeping 
down from the ceiling into the arch of the opening, is 
lighted by colours directed from front-of-house spotlights. 

The floating ceiling is of midnight blue with recessed 
lamp fittings giving a starlight effect, controlled by 
dimmer apparatus on the stage. The remainder of the 
decorative theme is mushroom pink and pearl grey. 

The stage extension which rises some 40 ft. above 
floor level is of steelwork and reinforced concrete con- 
struction, and is designed both for professional and 
amateur productions, housing electricians’ perch, fly 
galleries and grids. 

Stage: The minimum of equipment is included in the 
project, with facilities for later additions. 

Dressing rooms: are so planned that one large room 
was provided for either male or female use in addition 
to smaller individual rooms. 

Refreshment room: This serves both the concert hall 
and new theatre, and is equipped with bar counter. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 

Stage equipment, Hall Stage Equipment, Ltd. ; wall linings, 
Marble Products, Ltd. and Masonite, Ltd.; open-web steel 
joists, Metal Acoustics, Ltd.; acoustic linings, May Acoustics, 
Ltd.; steelwork and emergency escape staircase, Redpath, 
Brown and Co., Ltd.; haystack lantern, Haywards, Ltd.; cat 
ladders, Maclean and Co., Ltd.; bronze ornamental work, 
Morris Singer Co., Ltd.; Plenum air conditioning and heating 
installation, Denniss Paine and Co., Ltd.; flooring, Runnymede 
Rubber Co., Ltd., Cheshire Martin and Brooke and Co., Ltd.; 
reinforced concrete, R. Corben and Son, Ltd.; gas installation, 
South-Eastern Gas Board; roof covering, Prater Asphalte Co., 
Ltd.; soft furnishings, T. C. Dunning and Son, Ltd.; electrical 
and stage equipment, Strand Electric Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
W.N. Froy and Sons, Ltd.; joinery, Bakers, of High Wycombe; 
and Que-call system, Maidstone Country Players. 
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She building, planned so as to be capable of 
longitudinal extension, consists of a two- 
storey block containing the main entrance, 
offices and library, with single-storey laboratories 
behind. The basic plan has been for the labora- 
tories to run at right angles to the office block 
with a central spine containing special reaction 
rooms and other ancillaries. 

Construction: Particular effort has been made 
to produce shadowless lighting in the labora- 
tories, each laboratory having a north-light roof 
with continuous side wall glazing. The central 
spine has a flat roof to facilitate the provision of 
rooflights, ventilators, extractors, etc., as re- 
quired. The laboratory roofs are of welded steel- 
frame construction, providing a clean roof line 
uninterrupted by truss members. The roof is 
covered with an insulated aluminium decking, 
finished externally in mineralised bituminous 
felt, the aluminium troughing (lacquered for pro- 
tection) forming the ceiling finish. 

The office block has been constructed with end 
walls in brickwork, as is the wall between the 
office and the laboratory, with a reinforced con- 
crete suspended first floor and a metal decking 
roof as described. The front elevation has 
been faced entirely in curtain walling, con- 
structed of aluminium with panel infillings, the 
panels above and below the windows being 
infilled with light-weight slabbing having a high 
insulation value and finished in pebble-finished 
aluminium, the panels under the ground-floor 
windows and over the entrance canopy being in 
coloured Vitroslab. 

The ceilings of the office block are of panels of 
insulating board suspended from the roof struc- 
ture by an invisible fixing method. The main 
entrance doors and screens are glazed in plate 
glass, and are constructed of Gurjon hardwood. 
A reinforced concrete cantilever canopy protects 
the entrance. The entrance hall contains a 
wreathed staircase supported on a pair of cen- 
trally sited laminated timber strings, the treads 
of Gurjon, oversailing, and the risers of sycamore 
being limited only to the width between the 
strings. The hardwood handrail is supported 
on plain wrought iron rod balusters. 


Colour scheme: In the laboratories, the 
structural steelwork has been painted in alumin- 
ium, in order to accentuate the feeling of light 
and space, with a discreet use of other colours 
on partitions and joinery, etc. The colour 
schemes in the remainder of the building employ 
positive colours in the smaller areas to give a 
sense of warmth and cheerfulness, whilst pastel 
colours have been used for wall surfaces. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: 

Reinforced concrete raft foundations, British 
Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd., Stafford; 
structural steelwork, Rubery, Owen and Co., Ltd.. 
Southampton; Bitumetal roof decking, Wm. Briggs and 
Sons, Ltd.; wall span to main elevation, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd., Southampton; r.c. suspended floor and 
flat roof, Kleine Co., Ltd.; Aluminex patent glazing to 
north lights and vertical services, Williams and Williams, 
Ltd., Southampton; bricks, Michelmersh Brick Co., 
Ltd., Romsey, Hants; main staircase (including lam- 
inating, using “Casco” synthetic glue), Golding and 
Ansell, Ltd., Southampton; metal partitions, The 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Braintree; joinery 
and library fittings, J. J. Udalls Building Co., Ltd., 
Southampton; Seroplastic tile floors, Gabriel Wade and 
English, Ltd., Southampton; cork floors, Edward 
Stuart and Co.; suspended ceilings (Anderson method), 
Jenkins and Sons, Ltd., Southampton; electrical installa- 
tions, L. C. Kittow, Southampton; and heating installa- 
tion and plumbing, W. E. Preston and Sons, Southamp- 


ton. 
RESEARCH LABORATORY, 
SOUTHAMPTON 
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The wreathed staircase from the enti ance hall to the first floor 
in the new laboratory building. Below: View showing the 
double-curvature laminated wood stringers. 
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News of the Week 


THE RIBA FELLOWSHIP 


THE RIBA have announced further 
details of the new procedure for con- 
sidering applications for election to the 
Fellowship, which will come into force 
on January 1 next. From that date, all 
candidates, without exception, will be 
required to submit to the Fellowship 
examiners drawings and photographs or 
examples of work. They may also be 
required to attend for an interview, which 
may, however, be dispensed with at the 
discretion of the Fellowship examiners. 


Hitherto, Associates who have been 
principals in private practice for not less 
‘han seven successive years, and certain 
other Associates regarded as being in a 
position of equivalent responsibility, have 
been able to proceed to the Fellowship 
without the submission of drawings or 
examples of work. This concession ter- 
minates on December 31, 1955. 


After that date, the Fellowship exami- 
ners will meet monthly to consider 
applications for the Fellowship. Any 
Associates applying will be required to 
submit to the examiners for the approval 
of the Council working drawings and 
photographs of one or more of their 
executed buildings, which may be sup- 
plemented by original sketches or 
measured drawings of actual work. 
Applicants are requested to indicate on 
their drawings the date upon which they 
were prepared. 


The provisions at present in force for 
Licentiates applying for election to the 
Fellowship are not affected. 


ARCHITECTURE SCHOLARSHIP 


THE CoUNCIL of the Architectural 
Association announce the re-award of the 
Natural Asphalte Council Scholarship 
for 1955 (presented by the Natural 
Asphalte Mine-Owners and Manufac- 
turers Council) to Mr. John Quinlan 
Terry, of Bryanston School, Dorset. 


LOCAL LOANS FUND RATES 


CircuLaR 38/55, dated July 13, but 
issued on August 2, by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, indi- 
cates that the rates of interest on advances 
made under the Small Dwellings Acquisi- 
tion Act will now be 4 per cent. and 44 
per cent. for loans made for periods 
under and over five years respectively. 
Local authorities can borrow from the 
Local Loans Fund at } per cent. cheaper. 


HIGHER MORTGAGE RATES 


THE Council of the Building Societies’ 
Association have recommended to their 
members that the rate on fully paid 
shares should be raised to not more than 
3 per cent., and the rate on deposits to 
not more than 24, tax paid. This would 
entail an increase in the rate charged on 
both current and new mortgages, which 
the council recommend should be not 
less than 5 per cent. Most building 
societies have been charging 44 per cent. 
on mortgages, and it seems likely that 
they will accept the council’s recommen- 
dation. 
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PERMANENT SECRETARY, MHLG 


Sir THOMAS SHEEPSHANKS, KCB, KBE, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, is retiring 
from the public service on October 1. 
He will be succeeded by Dame Evelyn 
Sharp, DBE, at present Deputy Secretary 
of the Ministry. 


ARCHITECT'S RETIREMENT 


Mr. F. A. Croucu, ARIBA, deputy 
county architect, East Sussex, has retired 
after 30 years’ service with the authority. 
He is chairman of the Brighton Joint 
Consultative Committee of Architects, 
Builders and Quantity Surveyors, and a 
past-chairman of Brighton Chapter of the 
South-Eastern Society of Architects. 

Mr. W. J. Viner, ARIBA, of Lewes, 
Sussex, has been appointed to succeed 
Mr. Crouch. 


CARPENTERS’ COMPANY 

OFFICERS of the Carpenters’ Company 
have been elected as follows: Master, 
Mr. G. W. Ridley; senior warden, Mr. 
A. M. D. Robertson; middle warden, 
Commander A. W. Preston, RN (retd.); 
junior warden, Mr. H. M. Merriman. 


CHANGES AT HARLOW 


THE Harlow Development Corpora- 
tion on July 27 accepted with regret the 
resignation of its general manager, Mr. 
W. Eric Adams, CBE, which will take 
effect at the end of October. He will, 
however, be available as an honorary 
consultant for a period of 12 months. 
He was appointed general manager on 
September |, 1947. He has now obtained 
the chairmanship of a development com- 
pany in London. 

The Corporation has appointed Mr. 
B. Hyde Harvey, at present its comp- 
troller, to succeed Mr. Adams. Mr. 
Harvey, who is 46, has been with the 
Corporation since 1947, when he was 
appointed chief finance officer. In 1948 
he took on, the additional duties of deputy 
general manager. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. R. G. Ciost, ARICS, chartered quantity sur- 
veyor, has opened an office at 20, Craufurd-rise, 
Maidenhead, Berkshire, and will be pleased to receive 
trade literature. 


Mr. A. J. Harris has relinquished his appointment 
as director of the Pre-Stressed Concrete Co., Ltd., 
and is now. established in private practice at 128, 
Ashley-gardens, Westminster, SW1.  (Tel.: Victoria 
6924) 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, August 4, 1855 


COATING IRON WITH COPPER.—Mr. 
Johnson (for a _ correspondent) has 
patented an improved system of coating 
iron with copper, in carrying out which, 
the iron is thoroughly cleansed by the 
action of dilute sulphuric acid and a 
lye of caustic soda. It must then be 
plunged into a first bath, by which 
means a thin coat of copper is deposited, 
and the iron is thereby protected against 
the action of the acid in a second bath, 
by which the deposition is completed, 
this latter bath consisting of sulphate 
copper, rendered strongly acid by the 
addition of sulphuric acid. A thin coat- 
ing of lead may be substituted for the 
first coating of copper. 
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BUILDING AT BRISTOL 
Staff Difficulties of Architect's 
Department 


THE annual report of the Bristol City 
Architect, Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, 
FRIBA, which was approved by the City 
Council on July 12, states that during the 
year ended March 31 last increased private 
building, particularly in those fields which 
were most restricted during the period of 
control, such as shops and offices, made it 
difficult to maintain an adequate building 
labour force and the majority of Corpora- 
tion building contracts suffered some delay 
as a consequence. As the demand for 
building should continue to increase, no 
early alleviation of the difficulty of keeping 
jobs adequately manned is to be expected. 
During the year considerable progress has 
been made in multi-storey housing develop- 
ment in the central area of the city. Various 
local authorities and technical institutions 
have evinced interest in the multi-storey 
housing development now under construc- 
tion and in particular in the general prin- 
ciples of design and planning of the proposed 
15-storey block at Barton Hill. 

Staff Difficulties——The staff position, the 
report continues, has deteriorated during the 
year and increasing difficulty is being experi- 
enced in obtaining any applications for 
employment from suitably qualified persons 
to fill vacancies. The work of the (archi- 
tect’s) department inevitably suffers as a con- 
sequence of the shortage and frequent 
changes of qualified staff. The position 
became so serious that, on Mr. Meredith’s 
recommendation, the Architectural Com- 
mittee to avoid delay placed a number of 
projects with private architects. 

It was hoped that the trainee scheme 
which has been in operation in the depart- 
ment since 1948 would have provided, in 
due course, trained architects for absorption 
into the department as vacancies occurred 
on the permanent staff and thus assist in 
the difficult staffing problem. Experience 
has shown, however, that the object of the 
scheme is not being achieved a’ trainees seek 
appointments elsewhere as soon as they 
obtain sufficient experience. “I have 
recommended that the scheme should be 
discontinued, as in my opinion junior assist- 
ants who give full-time service to the depart- 
ment would be of greater assistance than 
temporary trainees who work only 44 days 
per week,” states Mr. Meredith. 

Cost of Department—The cost of the 
architectural work of the department for the 
year was £107,787 and the aggregate amount 
paid to building contractors for building 
work during the same period was £3,418,725. 

Multi-storey Flats—The programme for 
the section has increased during the year and 
now stands at approximately 2,500 dwellings 
in blocks up to 15 storeys in height. The 
present position of each scheme for develop- 
ment is summarised in the report. 

The report is attractively produced and 
contains photographs of schools, flats, 
offices and other buildings undertaken by 
the architect’s department. 


CHANGE OF NAME 


THE Institution of Sanitary Engineers 
have changed their title to the Institution 
of Public Health Engineers. The 
address is unaltered: 118, Victoria- 
street, SW1. 








228 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
The Year’s Progress 


YHE seventy-first annual general meet- 
ing of the Institute of Builders was 
held in London on July 25, when Mr. 
F. Leslie Wallis, OBE, JP (Maidstone) 
was re-elected president for the year 
1955/56. 

The following officers were re-elected : 
Vice-Presidents: H. S. Oddie (Liver- 
pool): G. O. Swayne (Guildford) ; 
J. Gowing Middleton (Great Yarmouth) 
and Harvey G. Frost, OBE (Bury St. 
Edmunds). Honorary Treasurer: William 
H. Lee (London) (Past President). 

In addition to the foregoing the 
Council now consists of the following, 
(those marked with an asterisk* having 
been elected or re-elected at the annual 
general meeting), 

Past Presidents: Sir George Burt, KBE (London), 
W. H. Forsdike, CBE (Sheffield), Basil C. Aldous, 
JP (London). and Mr. Harold H. Ridge (Brighton). 

Fellows: G. W. E. Airey, MA (Leeds), G. E 
Beard (Swindon), H. T. Benzies (Glasgow), *C. E. 
Bollom (London), J. C. Corben (Maidstone), C. 
Wilson Cubitt (Ipswich), C. I. V. Curtis (Maidstone). 
O. T. Hedges (Rickmansworth). *G. A. Hill, OBE 
(London), *L. J. Holloway (London), .*R. G. 
Norman (London), *R. Mansell (Croydon), B. H. 
Rawlings (London), D. C. C. Roberts. MA, ACA 
(London), W. W. Sapcote, OBE (Birmingham), C. R. 
Setter, JP (Bristol), W. G. Soole (Richmond), P. G. 
Spencer (Plymouth), D. A. Wright (Great Missen- 
den), and *P. F. H. Wykeham. MC (Rugby). 

Members: *A. P. Belton (Brighton), G. I. Dance 
(London), H. J. Falkus (London), T. SS. Gill 
(Norwich), F. Hammond (Stalybridge), *W. S. Jones 
(Maidenhead), *A. G. Miles (Ilford), P. Fothering- 
ham Parker (London), J. R. Smallbone (Reading), 
and A. W. Yeomans (Wembley). 


The Council will shortly be increased 
in number to include Associate Mem- 
bers, Associates and Licentiates conse- 
quent upon the adoption of new Articles 
of Association. 

The Institute’s annual report was pre- 
sented. The report drew attention to the 
progress made upon a number of pro- 
jects which had been under consideration 
for some time. Probably the most impor- 
tant in the educational field was the 
setting up of the Board of Building 
Education to advise on methods and 
standards of technical education and 
practical training for executive, adminis- 
trative and managerial positions in 
building. The National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers supported the 
proposal and would have representation 
on the Board. 

There had been substantial changes in 
the administrative staff of the Institute 
culminating in the appointment on 
April 1, 1955, of Mr. D. A. Neale, MC, 
as Secretary. 

The revision of the Articles of Asso- 
ciation extending the representative 
character and management of the Insti- 
tute had been completed. These new 
articles were adopted at the extraordinary 
general meeting, held later that after- 
noon. 


THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

In his presidential address Mr. WALLIS 
said that when he spoke a year ago he 
had mentioned three subjects which 
called for the urgent attention of the 
Institute. First he had urged that there 
must be closer liaison between the Insti- 
tute and the LMBA and, of course, the 
National Federation. 

“T am happy to say,” said Mr. Wallis, 
“ that we are now all on the most friendly 
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lerms and we all appreciate the value and 
functions of each other, and co-operation 
is real, and has, I hope, come to stay. 
1 have been about the country quite a 
bit and everywhere there has been a keen 
desire to know more about our Institute, 
and the only rebuke I have received from 
anybody is that it is years since the Presi- 
dent of the Institute has visited that 
particular area. I hope in the coming 
year to continue to develop that spirit of 
friendliness and co-operation and I am 
quite prepared to go anywhere to talk 
about the Institute.” 

All now knew that there had been set 
up a Board of Building Education, which 
had been approved and supported by the 
National Federation. There was a great 
amount of work awaiting that Board— 
the scope was vast and the opportunity 
to serve the industry was tremendous. 
The members of that Board would have 
to be willing to work hard and to give 
quite a lot of time for the whole system 
of education for executive positions in 
the industry needed a great deal of ‘de- 
velopment and tidying up. 

Secondly, he had expressed the hope 
of a greatly increased membership. He 
could report that there had been a net 
increase of just over 125, which was 
gratifying but not satisfying. There were 
indications this year of a greater increase, 
but he would not be really happy until 
the number sitting for the annual Insti- 
tute examinations—the chief source of 
new members—reached the 500 mark. 

‘“ Personally,” added the President, “ I 
hold the view more strongly now than 
ever that we should announce that in 
‘x’ years’ time, admission to the Insti- 
tute will be by examination only. I be- 
lieve “x” is quite a small figure, but I 
know that view is not held by a great 
many of you. but who knows, you may 
change your minds. 

“ And thirdly, I hoped to see the Insti- 
tute more in the news and more talked 
about in the right sort of way. I feel 
we have had some success in this and in 
particular we received a wonderful 
amount of publicity in the announcement 
of the formation of the Board of Build- 
ing Education. | said I was sure we had 
the goodwill of the technical Press, and 
I feel that the past year has proved that 
it is so. I know they are grateful to us 
for being kept better informed of our 
affairs and I am led to hope that I shall 
live to see representatives of the Press 
attending the annual general meeting.” 

Referring to changes in senior staff, 
the President said that Mr. Spencer had 
left on December 31 last and Miss 
Churchill on June 30, both having spent 
over 30 years with the Institute, and both 
were receiving pensions. Col. Roney 
Dougal left at the end of March and 
Mr. Neale, his successor, came on April 
4. “Mr. Neale is young, enthusiastic 
and energetic and has put in all the hours 
there are, both here and at home, getting 
to know our business; and, above all, he 
is absolutely loyal to the officers and the 
council.”” Mr. Wallis also paid tribute to 
the examiners and to Mr. Claude Curtis, 
who this year resigned as an examiner 
after giving 24 years’ service. 


Mr. Wallis concluded: ‘“‘ What of the 
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future? We hope to secure soon the ger. 
vices of a man to deal with the educa. 
tional side of our work; one who has ex. 
perience and knowledge of technical ang 
technological education in building. He 
will assist in the work of the Board, in 
the Registration and Exemption Scheme 
and in the revision of our examinations 
We are going to have a very busy year 
and yet I feel that we must try and find 
time to deal with the issuing of a News 
Letter or something on those lines.” 


CRICKET 


RIBA y. Blue Circle 


(THE RIBA were the guests of the Blue 

Circle Cricket Club at their pleasant 
ground at Bromley Common on July 12 
The game was played in perfect weather 
and the result was in doubt until the final 
ball of the last over. The RIBA lost by 
three runs. The results were as follows:— 


BLUE CIRCLE 

A. C. Clark c Francis b Case , 10 
D. E. Adamson run out aa 4 aa 
R. W. Gellatly st Knott b Fyson .. xo 3 
H. G. Paddison c Marlow b Case .. aa . ¥ 
T. M. Patterson st Knott b Fyson 6 
Barnes c Case b Fyson a7 —— 
e, Jeffreys ¢ Marlow b Case 5 
H. W. Capper st Knott b Fyson .. 0 
M. Brindley b Case ; 9 
H. F. Nelson b Case . ; 4 
G. Winter not out . ‘ . ~ 4 
Extras ; a ae Ss in « 

Total ‘ < 135 


Case 5 for 46, Fyson 4 for 49. 


RIBA 
A. Marlow c Barnes b Nelson .. + 
J. G. Batty c Capper b Brindley . 5 
B. S. Smyth b Paddison . ae 
G. Fyson b Paddison 3 . 47 
C. A. R. Norton c Brindley b Jeffreys . 16 
R. Case run out oe 
R. R. Fairbairn b Jeffreys .. er 
B. Nicholls b Paddison bs oa ee 
R. Knott ¢ Paddison b Brindley 4 
W. W. Atkinson not out ~ © 


H. E. S. Francis st Capper b Paddison we 
Extras 13 


Total ; ; ie 


Paddison 4 for 37, Brindley 2 for 30, Jeffreys 2 for 34, 
Nelson | for 18 


GOLF 
Architects Beat Surveyors 
THE annual match between the Chartered 
Surveyors Golf Society and the Royal In- 
stitute of British Architects Golf Society took 
place on July 20 at the New Zealand Golf 


Club. After a close match the RIBAGS 
won the day with 8 matches to 7. Individual 
results were: 
CSGS Vv RIBAGS 
SINGLES 
O. Chesterton 0 v R.G. Scott (5/4) ... 1 
F. Trumper (3/2) 1 v_ Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 0 
G. D. Walford 0 v F. T. Smith (2/1) .. 
H. W. Bailey 0 v J. W. MacGregor (3/2) | 
R. W. Gleed (3/2) | v_ H. Cullerne Pratt 0 
R. C. Miller (4/2)... 1 v J. Emberton 1% 
W. R. Preston (9/8) ... 1 v Andrews Jones... 0 
P. W. Grafton .. 0 v_ Felix Wilson (4/3) | 
I. G. Neilson 0 v S. Statham (2 up)... | 
M. H. Thackray 0 v A. E. Henson (2/1) I 
Total 4 Total ... 6 
FOURSOMES 

Trumper & 
Chesterton(lup) .... 1f v Scott & Scott See 
Bailey & Preston Cullerne Pratt & 

(2/1) ne .. 1 ov. Andrews Jones 0 


0 v MacGregor and 
Felix Wilson (2 up) ! 
Gleed & Miller (2/1) 1 v Emberton & Henson 0 


Walford & Thackray 0 v Smith and Statham 
(lup)... An 


Grafton & Neilson ... 


Total ... 7 Total... 8 
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LAW REPORTS 


Architect's Successful Appeal Against 
Conviction for Fraud 

CouRT OF APPEAL 

BEFORE LORDS JUSTICES DENNING, BIRKETT 

AND ROMER 


WHITE v. DUTTON 


HE Court of Appeal on July 25 allowed 
an appeal by Mr. Myles White, 
ARIBA (sued as Messrs. Vallance and West- 
wick, architects and Surveyors), of White 
Hart Chambers, Mansfield, Notts., from a 
judgment by Mr. Justice Stable, at Lincoln 
in February [reported in The Builder of 
February 25, 1955] who found he had tricked 
a builder into signing a contract for building 
houses for Louth Corporation. 

They also allowed an appeal by the Cor- 
poration, who had been found liable as Mr. 
White acted as their agent. 

The judge had awarded damages (to be 
assessed) to the builder, Mr. John Dutton, 
of Wainfleet-rd., Skegness, who alleged mis- 
representations by Mr. White and contended 
that he and the Corporation had not told him 
of errors in his contract. 

The judge also gave judgment for the Cors 
poration against Mr. White in third-party 
proceedings in which each claimed against 
the other indemnity for any damages or costs 
incurred by them. 

The appeals were allowed with costs of 
the appeal and the trial at Lincoln. No order 
was made regarding the third party pro- 
ceedings. 

Giving judgment, Lorp Justice DENNING 
said Mr. Dutton alleged he was induced to 
enter the contract with the Corporation by 
the fraud of the architect, The appeals 
were on the ground that there was no fraud 
as found by the judge. 

The contract was for the building of 32 
houses in Eastfield-rd., Louth, in 1951. Mr. 
Dutton put in a tender for £45,258, which 
was recommended for acceptance. When 
Mr. White examined the tender and the bills 
of quantities, he found astounding errors— 
up to £9,000 in the adding up, £3,000 in mul- 
tiplication, and other arithmetical errors. 
There were also inconsistencies in the pricing 
in the bills of quantities. 

If the errors had been corrected, his lord- 
ship said, the figures would have added up 
to about £58,000. 

Mr. White tried to contact Mr. Dutton but 
failed to do so. He wrote a letter on May 5, 
1951, in which he said the tender was recom- 
mended for acceptance. The Ministry were 
also prepared to accept the figure but, in 
view of certain discrepancies in the pricing, 
he suggested that the tender figure be con- 
sidered a lump-sum estimate subject to Mr. 
Dutton being re-imbursed for certain extras. 
He said the matter was urgent and they could 
not proceed until they had Mr. Dutton’s 
acceptance, 

It was said against Mr. White that he left 
unsaid the most material facts he should 
have disclosed, his lordship said. He should 
have told Mr. Dutton of his gross errors. 

“[ think the criticism is justified to some 
extent,” he said, “as Mr. White did not set 
out the errors plainly.” 


His lordship said Mr. White wrote 
a letter to Mr. Dutton on May 23 
which was alleged to be fraudulent, 
but he could not regard the _ state- 
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ment in the letter as false in the way 
suggested. If there was any fraud in this 
case by not pointing out the errors, one of 
the difficulties was to find Mr. White guilty 
of fraud. He did not know Mr. Dutton had 
no copies of his tender and bills of quantities, 
Mr. Dutton could have found out the posi- 
tion by going to see the documents. He had 
been told there were discrepancies. 

Lord Justice Denning said it was plain 
that the architect pointed out to the Town 
Council the discrepancies in the tender and 
bills and told them they were in a mess. At 
a meeting a councillor, whose evidence was 
accepted, asked Mr. Dutton if his figure 
should not have been £54,000 instead of 
£45,000. Mr. Dutton replied that he was 
prepared to build the houses and make a 
good job of it. 

“NO FRAUDULENT CONCEALMENT ” 

His Lordship said it was impossible to say 
anyone designed to keep Mr, Dutton in the 
dark. He could not think anyone was trying 
to prevent him getting knowledge of his mis- 
takes. He had only to ask how this figure 
of £9,000 was arrived at, and he would have 
been told. A case of fraudulent conceal- 
ment of the arithmetical errors could not 
be found unless there was intention to pre- 
vent the facts being discovered by Mr. Dut- 
ton, he said. He could find no evidence of 
such intention. The contract had not been 
signed when the Council were told of the dis- 
crepancies and the matter was reported in the 
local newspapers. Mr. Dutton said he did 
not see the newspaper reports. 

It had been made plain to Mr. Dutton, 
his lordship said, that there was a difference 
of £9,000 between the bills of quantities and 
the tender figure, but he was determined 
to go on with the contract. 

It had been said, he added, that small 
builders did not give so much considera- 
tion to bills of quantities as to the overall 
figure of the tender. They knew for all 
purposes the average prices of the houses. 

To establish fraud, Lord Justice Denning 
said, it had to be shown that those the builder 
was dealing with were concealing something 
with the intent of keeping it from him. The 
cardinal point here was whether Mr. White 
was fraudulently concealing something in- 
tentionally. The judge had thought his 
failure to draw Mr. Dutton’s attention to 
the errors in the adding up was the laying 
of a trap to deceive the builder into think- 
ing they were only discrepancies, 

What possible motive could Mr. White 
have had? His Lordship said. He could not 
make any money out of it. The only motive 
was to help to get the contract to go through. 
That was a most inadequate motive. This 
was « most unfortunate state of affairs in 
which his Lordship could find no fraud. The 
appeal should be allowed and judgment given 
for the architect and the Corporation. 

Lords Justices Birkett and Romer agreed. 


Surveyor Loses Damages Claim 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE PEARSON. 
D. Q. BARKER vy. F. HARDMAN 
(BUILDERS, LTD.) 


ME. DENNIS QUARENDON BARKER, 

45-year-old surveyor, of Manor-road, 
Beckenham, who was blinded in the left 
eye in July, 1953, by the starting-handle of 
a concrete mixer, lost his claim for damages 
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against a firm of builders, in the Queen’s 
Bench Division on July 22. 

Mr. JUSTICE PEARSON entered judgment 
for the firm, F. Hardman (Builders), Ltd., 
of Angell-road, Brixton, who had denied 
allegations of breach of statutory duty and 
negligence. 

His lordship said the accident had a most 
unfortunate result because Mr. Barker’s 
right eye was not in good condition and 
he was now seriously disabled and with very 
little sight left. 

He was employed in a part-time capacity 
to supervise a £10,000 contract to erect addi- 
tional school buildings at Cricket Green, 
Mitcham, Surrey. 

The judge said a concrete mixer 
engine stopped, and as there was no one 
else available at the time, Mr. Barker 
attempted to start it. It was obviously not 
part of his normal work, but he was super- 
vising work being properly done. “I would 
not say that what he did was outside the 
scope of his duties.” 

While attempting to start the mixer the 
starting-handle suddenly flew up and struck 
Mr. Barker in the eye. 

After referring to expert evidence on the 
condition of the machine, his lordship held 
there had been no negligence or breach of 
duty by defendants. 

“] think this was a danger which the 
defendant company could not reasonably 
have foreseen,” said his lordship. 


RUSSIANS’ HOUSING TOUR 


New Traditional Houses Inspected 


TPHE first Russian housing delegation to 

visit the United Kingdom since the 
war, inspected the Chesterfield factory of 
Henry Boot and Sons (Reema); Ltd., and 
“Reema ” houses at Beighton, as guests cf 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Ministry of Works. 

The Russian group was led by V. F. 
Promyslov, head of the Moscow Town 
Soviet. He was accompanied by P. P. 
Novozhilov, a member of the Collegium of 
the Ministry for the Building Materials 
Industry, and N. M. Kurek, deputy chief of 
the technical administration for the Minis- 
try of Construction. Mr. A. E. Hickin- 
botham and Mr. P. B. Sydenham, senior 
officials of the Ministry of Housing, and 
Mr. J. B. Shaw, the Ministry’s regional 
architect (Nottingham) acted as hosts. The 
visitors were received by Mr. E. H. Boot 
and Mr. H. S. Scroxton, directors of the 
company, and their senior architect, Mr. 
F. N. Smith. Interpreters from the Soviet 
Embassy and the Foreign Office dealt with 
questions and answers on the visit. 

The party saw the manufacture of a 
“Reema ’”’-type. new traditional concrete 
house, claimed to be more rapidly erected 
and completed than conventional types and 
competitive in price due to the factory pro- 
duction of the pre-cast wall panels. The 
delegation showed great interest in the 
methods and materials observed, particularly 
studying the fine exposed aggregate finishes 
on the external faces of the wall panels. 
After inspection of the works, the party 
moved on to a nearby housing site at Beigh- 
ton where construction is in progress for 
the Chesterfield RDC: Mr. A. V. Rosling, 
chairman of the Chesterfield RDC Housing 
committee, and Mr. J. B. Wikeley, sur- 
veyor to the council, received the visitors. 





230 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Policy 
PPE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government was_ closely  cross- 
examined for the better part of an hour in 
the Commons on July 26 about his housing 
policy, particularly in relation to allocations 
to local authorities and slum clearance. 

Mr. ARTHUR LEwis asked why the Minis- 
ter refused the request of the municipal 
associations that local authority housing 
should be freed from quota allocation, 
similarly to houses built by private enter- 
prise. : 

LieuT.-CoL. LipTON asked what restric- 
tions he still imposed on the building of 
houses by local authorities, and Mr. GIBSON 
asked whether he would give as much free- 
dom to local housing authorities as had been 
given to private builders to build as many 
houses for letting as they thought they were 
able, subject only to the condition that they 
were built to the standard of construction 
and fittings suggested by the Central Housing 
Advisory Committee. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS: The issue of alloca- 
tions is an informal arrangement, introduced 
in 1947, to facilitate forward planning by 
local authorities. Local authorities are re- 
quired by law to obtain sanction for loans 
and approval of houses for subsidy. I am 
not satisfied that it would be desirable to 
dispense with these procedures. 

Mr. LEwis said that private builders had 
no inhibitions placed on them similar to 
those imposed on local authorities, and 
asked whether the Minister could give a 
satisfactory reason why he should not grant 
the requests made by the municipal associa- 
tions. 

Mr. SANDYS said that he could not auto- 
matically agree to approve any request made 
by the associations. 

LieuT.-Co. Lipton asked if the Minister 
realised the folly and injustice of allowing 
private building to proceed without any 
restriction whatever to the detriment of local 
authority building. He also asked if the 
Minister would say what he proposed to do 
about it to get equality of treatment between 
private builders and local authorities. 

Mr. SANDYS said that there had been 
nothing like equality of treatment since the 
war. The ratio was about two to one in 
favour of local authorities. 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ LISTS 


Mr. Gisson asked if the Minister realised 
the growing difficulty which local authori- 
ties were experiencing in trying to find 
accommodation for those on their housing 
lists, and whether he would examine the 
possibility of releasing local authorities from 
some of the restrictions now imposed on 
them. 

Mr. SANDYS explained that the only re- 
strictions imposed by him were the require- 
ments that local authorities had to obtain 
sanction for loans and approval of houses 
for subsidy. Allocations were an advance 
warning so that authorities might know 
some time ahead for how many houses they 
might expect to receive approval for loan 
sanction and subsidy. It was a matter of 
convenience. 

Mr. SPARKS asked why the number of 
local authority and housing association 
houses under construction and in tenders 
approved were steadily falling. 
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Mr. SANDys: This is due to a variety of 
factors. 

Mr. Mirtcuison asked if the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer was one of the factors, 
and what were the others. 

Mr. SANDys: The rate of approval of 
tenders, the rate of construction, the number 
of allocations, the speed of completions and 
the weather. 

Sir IAN FRASER urged the Minister to bear 
in mind, in the public interest and the in- 
terests of those who wanted houses, that the 
total amount of building, including slum 
clearance, local authority building and 
private building should not be increased. If 
it was it would raise prices. 

Mr. SANDYS said that no Government had 
ever accepted the view that the number of 
houses which it was desirable to build was 
altogether unlimited. The Labour Govern- 
ment had fixed a firm limit at 200,000; the 
Conservative Government found that under 
private enterprise it was possible to plan 
about 50 per cent. more. 

Mr. ERIC FLETCHER asked whether it was 
intended to hold up slum clearance because 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s appeal 
to local authorities to cut back capital ex- 
penditure as much as they could. 

Mr. SANDys: Not at all. 


The Clean Air Bill 


HE Clean Air Bill, the Government’s 

measure aimed at dealing with smoke 
and smog, which was introduced and read a 
first time in the Commons on July 26, and 
which was published the next day, will give 
power to local authorities to designate, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Minister, smoke 
control areas in which no smoke at all, light 
or dark, will be permitted. 

In such areas, owners or occupiers of 
private houses which are not new dwellings, 
will be paid grants of at least 70 per cent. 
of the cost of adapting fireplaces or stoves 
to burn smokeless fuels. Of that grant 40 
per cent. will come from the Exchequer and 
30 per cent. from the local authority. There 
is a discretion for the local authority to pay 
up to the whole cost of such conversions. 

No grant will be payable to any houses 
built after the legislation comes into force 

Power is given to local authorities to 
exempt specified buildings or classes 2f 
buildings or specified fireplaces or classes of 
fireplaces in the smoke control area, and the 
Minister can exempt classes of fireplace if 
he is satisfied that they can be used for 
burning fuel other than the types authorised 
without producing undue smoke. 

The Bill, whose object is to carry out the 
principal recommendations of the Beaver 
Committee, and applies to Great Britain, has 
three other main purposes :— 


(i) To prohibit the emission of dark 
smoke from chimneys, railway engines 
and vessels; 

(ii) To prohibit the installation of new 
industrial furnaces unless they are capable 
so far as practicable of being operated 
without emitting smoke; 

(iii) To require that the emission of grit 
and dust from existing industrial furnaces 
shall be minimised, and that new indus- 
trial furnaces burning pulverised fuel or 
large quantities of other solid fuel shall 
be provided with grit arresting equipment. 


In any proceedings relating to a charge 
of permitting dark smoke from chimneys it 
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will be a defence to prove that the contra. 
vention was solely due to: 

(a) Lighting up a furnace that was cold, ang that 
all practical steps had been taken to prevent the 
emission of such smoke; 

(b) The failure of a furnace or an apparatus Used 
in connection with it, which could not have reason, 
ably been foreseen, or could not have reasonabj 
been provided against if foreseen; y 

(c) The use of unsuitable fuel when suitable fuel 
was not procurable: or 

(d) To the unsatisfactory nature of tine furnace ang 
the impracticability of modifying it at reasonable 
cost. (This provision will lapse after a period of 
seven years). 

Penalties for an offence of emitting dark 
smoke will be a fine of up to £10 for, 
householder and up to £100 for others, 

It is not expected that the Bill will operate 
at least until the spring of next year. It wil] 
come up for second reading after the recess. 
Three years may elapse before the provyj- 
sions against dark smoke become effective 
as industry will be given a “warning period,” 
But local authorities will, immediately the 
legislation becomes operative, begin to 
designate smoke control areas. The general 
duty of enforcing the provisions of the Bill 
will be entrusted to the local authorities, but 
in some instances supervision will be by 
the Government alkali inspectorate. Expen. 
diture incurred by local authorities in cop- 
sequence of the Bill will result in some 
increase of the Exchequer equalisation 
grants. 


Economic Policy 


WHETHER by accident or design, Mr. 
Butler, in attempting to justify to the 
Commons on July 26 the action he had 
announced the previous day he would be 
taking to curb inflation, was vague and 
bewildering. Members after hearing his 
speech were left with nothing tangible about 
the proposals, except perhaps the impression 
that it would be housing, particularly that 
by local authorities, which would in the end 
probably bear the major share of the deci- 
sion to tighten the economic squeeze. 

Mr. HuGH GAITSKELL asked how, if the 
Chancellor wanted to maintain a high level 
of investment, did he reconcile it with nis 
statement, in which the brunt of the cuts 
imposed fell not on consumption but on 
mvestment? Was the big programme for 
increasing oil consumption, recently an 
nounced by the Minister of Fuel and Powszr, 
to be affected? What of railway modernisa- 
tion, for which £800 million would have to 
be borrowed and the tremendous pro 
gramme for the roads? The Minister cf 
Education had announced programmes for 
school building and for the expansion of 
technical education. The Minister of 
Health had a programme for spending 
£17,500,000 on new hospital building. W3s 
all that to be sacrificed? 

Council house building had been cut 
back already. To-day there were 40,000 
fewer council houses under construction 
than there were 12 months ago. He under: 
stood that the slum clearance programme 
would not be affected by the Chancellor’ 
latest decision, but would housing to relieve 
overcrowding be affected? The Opposition 
were much concerned with the need to 
increase rather than to decrease local 
authority building. Other building was 
affected by the building societies having i 
restrict loans, because of the rise in interest 
rates. 

Mr. Butter, having dispelled any idea 
of a crisis, and explained at Jength difficul 
ties in the balance of payments and other 
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international financial spheres, said that the 
Government wanted investment to go on. 
He wanted to control the rate of investment, 
not to destroy investment. Moderation and 
palance were the guiding principles. Expen- 
diture by private manufacturing industry in 
new factory building had risen by £25 mil- 
lin—25 per cent.—between 1953 and 1954. 
There was every indication that that rise 
was continuing. Approvals for new fac- 
tory building in the first quarter of this year 
were 23,850,000 sq. ft., an increase of 65 per 
cent. over the first quarter of last year. 

In general his statement did not affect 
any programmes which had been an- 
nounced, unless a nationalised industry or 
a local authority could, with reason and 
without doing any great harm, slow up a 
programme a little so that too much was 
not attempted at once. Coal mines must 
have their full investment, and the Govern- 
ment must press ahead with nuclear power 
for civil purposes; the railway modernisa- 
tion plan must proceed. All that he cou!d 
at present permit for the roads was the 
programme announced by the Minister. He 
would have a review again in the autumn, or 
whenever he thought the economy could 
bear the strain of the exfra road programme, 
as what he considered as inevitable and 
desirable additions to that programme. 


THE CHANCELLOR'S ASSURANCE 


The Chancellor assured Mr. Gaitskell and 
the House that the Government would not 
withdraw any authorisations already given 
to local authorities or cut down specific 
programmes already announced. That ap- 
plied to school and hospital building. His 
appeal to local authorities related to those 
and all other capital development. The 
Government did not intend to create un- 
certainty and run the risk of delaying essen- 
tial work, as they might do if they embarked 
on a rearrangement of that programme. The 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
had explained the reasons, and they were 
many, why the expenditure on house build- 
ing by local authorities had been reduced. 

The Government wished to make plain 
that they could not do everything at once. 
They had encouraged the development of 
private building, and were adhering to a 
target of 300,000 houses a year which was 
50 per cent. above that of the Opposition 
when they were in office. What would hap- 
pen was that housing would adjust itself and 
come nearer to the target announced by the 
Government before the 1951 election. 


_Mr. GAITSKELL asked where local autho- 
tities stood as far as their housing was con- 
cerned. Was the total figure still to be 
300,000? If so, was there any change in the 
distribution of that total between houses 
built by local authorities and those built 
Privately? Could it be taken that the plans 
of local authorities for other sorts of build- 
ing, which had been authorised, would pro- 
ceed, and that there was no question of 
deferring those at all? Was it to be assumed 
that local authority building, which was part 
of a longer programme already announced, 
would go ahead and that the only cuts to 
be imposed would be those on any further 
Suggestions those authorities might make? 

Mr. Butter said that authorisations 
would go on. There was a certain give and 
take, and he had agreed with the Minister 
of Housing about other needs, and the 
whole housing question was being handled 
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with the utmost humanity. For the future 
they would be aiming at 300,000 houses. 
He could not enter into the domain of the 
Minister of Housing by defining what the 
expenditure was likely to be on private or 
local authority building. He was interested, 
from the financial angle and from the point 
of view of controlling the problem of infla- 
tion in the question of the number of houses 
built, but he could not interfere any further 
with the administration of Mr. Sandys, or 
in the details of that administration. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said that it was no good 
suggesting that they could ask Mr. Sandys. 
Because of the recess they could not. 

Mr. BuTLer said that the Government 
had envisaged the general target and would 
have to take consideration of private house 
building and the building by local authori- 


ties. Therefore, he could not say at 
this stage exactly what their policy 
would be. The intention was_ that 


housing should make a general contribution 
to the target he had in mind of not trying 
to do too much at once. The great success 
of their policies in the past were likely io 
result in the building of 300,000 houses in 
the immediate future. As for the rest of 
local authority capital expenditure his policy 
would be reinforced by a stricter attitude 
by the departments concerned towards the 
approval of specific projects and the appli- 
cations for loan sanctions. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
HOSPITAL BUILDING PLANS 


Mr. KENNETH ROBINSON asked the Minis- 
ter of Health approximately what propor- 
tion of the recently announced £17,500,000 
capital programme was represented by 
mental hospital projects; and what propor- 
tion by mental deficiency hospital projects. 

Mr. IAIN MACLEOD, in a written reply on 
July 25, stated—On present estimates, 
about 8 per cent. and 14 per cent. respec- 
tively. 

Mr. GEORGE THOMAS asked the Minister 
when the Cardiff hospital management com- 
mittee would be permitted to invite archi- 
tects to submit plans for the new Welsh 
teaching hospital; and whether he would 
make a statement. 

Mr. MacLeop.—As soon as agreement 
has been reached on what accommodation 
is to be provided, which I hope will be 
before the end of the year. 
IMPROVEMENT OF DWELLINGS 

Mr. ERIC FLETCHER asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on July 26, 
to what extent the Housing Repairs and 
Rents Act had resulted in repairs being done 
to houses that would otherwise have fallen 
into disrepair. 

Mr. WILL1AM DEEDES, Parliamentary 
Secretary, MoHLG, who replied, said it 
was impossible to measure this statistically: 
but there was growing evidence that more 
work of repair and improvement was being 
carried out as a result of the 1954 Act. 
PRIVATE STREET WORKS 

Mr. SwWINGLER asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on July 26, 
how many local authorities had applied for 
loan sanction in connection with private 
street works in the last 12 months; what 
was the total sum involved; and in how 
many cases sanction had been refused, 

Mr, WILLIAM Deeps said that 299 loans 
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for private street works had been sanctioned in 
the 12 months ended June 30, 1955, involv- 
ing a total sum of £1,579,325. No application 
had been refused in that period. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION 

Dr. BARNETT STROSS asked the Minister 
of Labour, whether he was satisfied that the 
number of factory inspectors with profes- 
sional qualifications in building construction 
and civil engineering was sufficient to safe- 
guard the safety, health and welfare of 
workers engaged in building operations; and 
what action he was taking to reduce the num- 
ber of fatal and non-fatal accidents. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Labour, in a written 
reply on July 26, stated: It is not necessary 
that factory inspectors, who inspect building 
operations together with all other classes 
of premises subject to the Factories Acts 
which are in their districts should have pro- 
fessional qualifications in building construc- 
tion and civil engineering. Though I should 
welcome an increase in the number who have 
such qualifications I am satisfied that the 
general inspectorate are fully competent to 
carry out this work. 


STEEL SUPPLIES 

Mr. KENNETH ROBINSON asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade if he was aware 
of the difficulties being experienced by en- 
gineering firms in obtaining supplies of steel 
tube, sheet steel, flats and other kinds of 
steel; and what action he was taking to 
remedy the situation, which threatened the 
employment of large numbers of engineering 
workers. 

Mr. Low, Minister of State, in a written 
answer on July 26, stated: During the past 
year there has been a substantial increase 
in the volume of orders on the steel industry. 
The import duties on a wide range of iron 
and steel products in short supply have been 
suspended and the general productive capa- 
city of the industry is constantly expanding. 
The duties on tubes and certain other types 
of steel more readily available have not been 
suspended. Supplies of steel to home users, 
including imports, are now some 10 per cent. 
above those available a year ago. If Mr. 
Robinson has particular difficulties in mind, 
the Iron and Steel Board would willingly 
examine them. 


GOVERNMENT CHEMIST’S BUILDING 


Mr. ARTHUR SKEFFINGTON asked the 
Minister of Works whether he was aware that 
proposals were first made in 1912 for the 
Government chemist to be provided with a 
new building for his department; what action 
had been taken since then to make such pro- 
vision; and when he expected to provide the 
Government chemist with a new building. 

Mr. NIGEL BircH, in a written answér on 
July 26, stated: Yes. Between the wars an 
extra storey was added to part of the Govern- 
ment chemist’s building to provide more 
space. The whole question of the future 
accommodation of the Government chemist 
is now under consideration. 

SCOTTISH STONE INDUSTRY 

Mr. PaTRIcK MAITLAND asked the Secretary 
of State for Scotland what had been the 
result of discussions which he initiated with 
the Scottish Council in 1953 about the report 
of the Deparjment of Scientific and Industrial 
Research upon the stone-building industry. 

Mr. JAMES Stuart, in a written reply on 








232 


July 26, stated: The Scottish Council have 
had discussions with representative bodies in 
the stone-quarrying and stone-building in- 
dustries and with the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland. The council’s ac- 
tivities have helped to maintain interest in 
stone-building in Scotland and a number of 
suggestions, including some concerned with 
the improvement of publicity, are still being 
followed up. Wherever practicable stone is 
incorporated in Government buildings, It is 
also used in other public buildings, and the 
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board 
in particular give special consideration to its 
use in their schemes. Stone is also being 
used in some instances in house building by 
local authorities in stone-quarrying areas. 

Mr. STUART, in another written reply, 
stated that the numbers of masons employed 
by contractors, local authorities and public 
utilities* in Scotland for the years 1946-54 
were: 1946, 2,004; 1947, 2,407; 1948, 2,833; 
1949, 2,819; 1950, 2,623; 1951, 2,811; 1952, 
2:6735 2953, 2,812: 1954, 27829: 

In the Scottish stone-quarrying industry 
(which covers more than building stone) the 
numbers of insured workers employed in 
each year since 1946 were: 1946, 3,7687; 
1947, 4.1787; 1948, 5,040; 1949, 4,850; 1950, 
4,840; 1951, 4,990; 1952, 4,670; 1953, 4,730; 
1954, 4,370. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


Mr. MutLtey asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if he would 
make a statement on his policy about hous- 
ing subsidies in view of the recent increases 
in the rates charged by the Public Works 
Loans Board. 


Mr. DuNCAN SANDYS, in a written reply 
on July 28, stated:—I do not consider that 
the recent alteration in the Public Works 
Loans Board rates of interest calls for any 
change in housing subsidies. 


RURAL SCHOOLS EXPENDITURE 


Mr. GEORGE THoMaS asked the Minister 
of Education, what was the value of the 
projects for rural reorganisation of schools 
submitted to him by local education 
authorities for 1956-57: and what was the 
value of those schemes he had not approved 
that year. 


Sirk Davip Ecc es, replying on July 28, 
said: Projects for rural reorganisation pro- 
posed by authorities for the 1956-57 pro- 
gramme totalled about £114m. Within the 
school building programme which I have 
already announced, I expect to be able to 
approve about half this work for starting 
in that year. 


Mr. THOMAS asked how many minor 
projects were started in 1954-55; and how 
many had been approved for 1955-56. 


Sir Davip Eccies: The value of minor 
projects on all types of educational build- 
ing started during the financial year 1954- 
55 was £7,334,000. I cannot forecast the 
corresponding figure for this year because 
I do not now impose a limit on the total 
amount of this type of work which local 
education authorities may undertake. 





*From time to time a varying proportion of these 
masons may be employed on forms of building 
other than stone-building. 

tThese figures are not comparable with those for 
subsequent years, because of changes in National 
Insurance. 
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TOWN PLANNING COMPENSATION 

VISCOUNT HINCHINGBROOK asked the Min- 
ister of Housing and Local Government, 
how many claims were outstanding in his 
department on January 1, 1955, and on the 
nearest convenient date, respectively, for 
payment of compensation under Part II and 
Part V of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1954. 

Mr. WILLIAM DEEDES, in a written reply 
on July 28, stated: Claims were not re- 
ceived until after January 1 and the bulk 
have been submitted in the last two or three 
months. On July 23 outstanding claims 
under Part If numbered 1,250 and under 
Part V, 7,000. 


THE ADJOURNMENT 


Parliament adjourned on July 28 until 
Tuesday, October 25. 


CUTS IN HOUSING 
PROGRAMME 


Union's Warning of Unemployment 


AT its meeting in London on July 26 the 
executive council of the Amalgamated Union 
of Building Trade Workers instructed the 
general secretary of the union, Mr. George 
H. Lowthian, to send a letter to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on the proposed 
economy cuts made in his speech to the 
House of Commons on July 25. The text 
of the letter is as follows :— 


Copy 

Sir,—My executive council notes with 
great concern the statement made by you in 
the House of Commons on Monday, July 
25. We feel that your proposals for cutting 
capital expenditure in general, and the 
attempt to still further cut local authority 
building projects may well lead to serious 
unemployment in the building industry. 

I have been asked to point out that altera- 
tions in the interest and subsidy position 
for local authority housing have already 
increased municipal responsibility so much 
that there is bound to be a slowing down in 
this form of capital expenditure. 

This trend may be noticed from figures in 
the June issue of the “ Monthly Digest of 
Statistics,” which show that less houses 
were built for local authorities in May, 1955, 
than for the same month in any year since 
1951. The total of houses built for local 
authorities during May this year was 12,582 
—nearly 6,000 below the figure for May, 
1954. 

My executive believes that any redundant 
labour arising. from cuts in municipal build- 
ing could not be fully taken up on housing 
for owner occupation, as the various mort- 
gage societies are now experiencing difficul- 
ties in obtaining capital for advancing to 
borrowers. 

Because of the genera! tightening of credit 
and cutting of capital expenditure there will 
also be a slowing down of the industrial 
building work in which our members are 
engaged. 

My executive council, therefore, requests 
me to convey to you their concern at the 
proposals to cut capital expenditure— 
especially in local authority building pro- 
jects---because they feel this action would 
inevitably lead to widespread unemployment 
for building operatives. 

(Signed) GEorGE H. LowrTHuiaN, 
General Secretary. 


August 5 1955 


WAR DEPARTMENT SCHEDULE 
OF PRICES 


Adjustment Percentages 


A table showing adjustment percentages 
to trade sections of the War Department 
Schedule of Prices for Works Services (1948 
and later editions), applicable to War 
Department Term Contracts for Works 
Services, which were applicable during the 
period February, 1950, to March, 1955, has 
been published by HM Stationery Office, 
price 2d. each. 

The revised adjustment percentages, 
which took effect from April 18, 1955, and 
remain in force until further notice, are as 











follows :— 
ee Percentage 
Section | Trade ercentag 
1 Excavator ... ke ies ass 118 
2 Concretor ... oe% vee sii 93 
3 Bricklayer ... dna or ae 92 
a Asphalter ... ave a ee 42 
5 Drainlayer ... ase shat ann 716 
6 Mason one aoe se wi 87 
7 Pavior and Roadmaker ae 49 
8 Roofer one 68 
9 Asbestos Cement Goods . wéal 66 
10 Carpenter and Joiner ee 80 
11 Ironmonger 67 
12 Ironfounder, Smith and Structural! 
Engineer , 99 
13 Gasfitter_ . “a 85 
14 Plasterer, Floor and Wall-tiler =. 82 
15 Plumber... veal 84 
16 Electrician ued aes wee! 75 
17 Glazier oe whe aa 74 
18 Painter and Decorator... ae 88 
19 Hutting ae Bes ane 47 
Adjustment percentages applicable at 


dates later than March, 1955, will be pub- 
lished individually as and when further 
revisions become necessary. 


GARAGES OVER RAILWAYS 
Easing London's Traffic Problems 


THE London and Home Counties Traffic 
Advisory Committee, in their report for 
1954, suggest that suitable railway cuttings, 
in particular the area between Farringdon 
and Moorgate stations, should be roofed 
over and used as sites for the construction 
of multi-storey garages. 

The committee believe that the technical 
problems involved, though considerable, 
are not insuperable. They point out that 
the proposal has the great merit of creat- 
ing new building space not otherwise 
usable, and it therefore deserves immediate 
further study. 

The committee are disappointed that 
although consultants were appointed to 
produce plans and estimates for car parks 
under Grosvenor, Cavendish, and Finsbury 
Squares in June, 1954, and the consultants’ 
reports were received during October, no 
decision has yet been announced on any of 
these projects. The urgency of the need 
demands that the legal and financial ques- 
tions be settled quickly. They fear that 
the complete preservation of the trees may 
in modern circumstances have to be regarded 
as a secondary consideration. The con- 
struction of these car parks might well 
encourage other local authorities to proceed 
with schemes of their own. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
From August 22 the address of the Coun: 


cil of Industrial Design will be 28, Hay- 
market, SWI (tel.: Trafalgar 8000). 
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TOWN PLANNING 
INSTITUTE 


Annual Meeting 


‘YEAR of considerable activity was 
+% reported by the President, Mr. Ernest H. 
Doubleday, OBE, FRICS, MIMunE, County 
Planning Officer for Hertfordshire, at the 
annual meeting of the Town Planning Insti- 
tute, held at the Livingstone Hall, SW1, on 
June 30. He told members that on the 
recommendation of the education com- 
mittee, the Institute’s council had approved 
the proposal of the Birmingham College of 
Arts and Crafts to institute a course which 
would rank for recognition as carrying 
exemption from the final examination in 
due course. The visiting board had in- 
spected the schools at Liverpool and Man- 
chester Universities and on their recom- 
mendation the council intimated their 
decision to continue the recognition at 
present accorded to both schools. 

The revised syllabus covering the admis- 
sion direct to the final examination of 
graduates in economics or geography of 
approved Universities had been approved, 
and part I of the revised syllabus was in 
operation for 1955 and part II would 
operate in 1956. 

The number of candidates for part I of 
the intermediate examination 1955 was 64, 
of whom 17 were from overseas, and for 
part Il, 116 candidates attended, including 
10 from overseas. For part I of the final 
examination there were 67 Institute candi- 
dates, including eight overseas, and for 
part II 38 sat, including two overseas, of 
whom 15 were successful, four were rele- 


gated and 17 failed. The two overseas 
candidates were unsuccessful. 
For the legal associate membership 


examination, 1955, there were four candi- 
dates, of whom three were successful and 
one failed. In part I of the 1954 Inter- 
mediate Examination 81 candidates sub- 
mitted Testimonies of Study, of whom 60 
were successful, 19 were relegated and two 
failed. For part I of the 1954 final 
examination, 48 Institute candidates sub- 
mitted Testimonies of Study, of whom 20 
were successful, 15 were relegated and 13 
failed. 

The “Thomas Adams” prize, 1954, had 
been awarded to Alan Tate for his essay 
entitled “The Provision of Open Space in 
Urban Areas; Some Practical and Aesthetic 
Considerations,” while the silver medal and 
certificate for the best thesis prepared by 
students in recognised schools in 1954 had 
been awarded to S. D. Womersley, of Leeds 
College of Art, for his entry entitled 
“Halifax Plan,” and that submitted by 
W. D. C. Lyddon, of London University, 
entitled ‘Space about Houses,” received 
honourable mention. 

The prize to be known as “ The Presi- 
dent’s Prize,” had now been formally 
Inaugurated. The first year attracted three 
entries and Mr. Noel Dant, of Edmonton, 
Canada, had been awarded the prize, which 
took the form of a bronze paper-weight, 
tor his entry entitled ‘Some Practical 
Results of Planning Measures in Edmonton, 
Canada, 1950-54.” The “ George and Amy 
Pepler ” prize, presented for the best paper 
in town planning practice in part II of the 
final examination, was won by W. H. Deakin 
for 1955, and the prize for the best set of 
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papers in part II, given by the Town Plan- 
ning joint examination board, had been 
awarded to John Stephenson, research 
officer, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, Newcastle. 

Mr. Doubleday also stated that the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
had invited the Institute to appoint repre- 
sentatives on each of the eleven housing 
awards committees for 1955 and recom- 
mendations were duly submitted. 

The number of members elected to the 
Institute during the year was 225. The 
planning officers committee was giving 
consideration to the question of planning 


233 


appeals following the suggestion made in 
his Presidential address with a view to 
reporting on procedure which might reduce 
the work involved. 

The President said he was pleased to 
report that negotiations for the affiliation 
of the Australian Planning Institute with 
the Institute had now come to a happy 
conclusion and similar negotiations were 
taking place with the Institute of Town 
Planning in South Africa. 

Mr. Doubleday concluded with a warm 
tribute to the work of the Institute’s Secre- 
tary, Mr. A. R. Potter, and members of his 
staff. 


THE FINANCES OF COMPREHENSIVE REDEVELOP- 
MENT UNDER THE PLANNING ACTS 


A Paper at tne Town Planning Institute 


A PAPER on the “ Finances of Com- 

prehensive Redevelopment Under 
the Planning Acts” was given by Dr. 
A. H. MaAarsHALL, PhD, BSc(Econ), 
FSAA, FIMTA, at a meeting of the 
Town Planning Institute held in London 
on June 30. At the end of his paper, 
which was based upon his experiences 
in the rebuilding of Coventry, Dr. Mar- 
shall summarised the chief practical 
points about central reconstruction from 
the commercial and financial points of 
view, as follows: 


1. A redevelopment plan must strike 
a balance between utility and amenity. 
The cost of improved local authority 
services and of amenities can only be 
partially recouped from ground rents and 


‘the balance of the cost must fall upon 


the ratepayers. The extent of amenities 
to be provided therefore becomes a mat- 
ter for nice judgment. We like to think 
in Coventry that we are producing a 
civic centre which is modern and eyeable, 
but at the same time not extravagant in 
the use of ground or in ornamentation. 


2. The scheme must facilitate the tran- 
saction of business. The layout must be 
convenient for shopping; requirements 
for facades must be reasonable and not 
a deterrent to prospective lessees; and 
car parking must be adequate. The 
Coventry plan provides for large car 
parks at the rear of the shops. 

3. Whilst it is reasonable to expect that 
a newly planned centre may induce 
people—both shopkeepers and customers 
—to change their habits, it is unreason- 
able to expect a revolution in human 
nature. Here the local authority has to 
strike a balance of another kind—that 
between the naturally conservative 
notions of the traders and the ideologies 
of the planners. Needless to say, if the 
planners are to keep their reputation, a 
central development scheme must be 
commercially successful as well as good 
to look at. 


ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT 


4. Orderly development is im- 
portant. By lack of proper timing, 
unnecessary cost can be thrown upon the 
ratepayers; trade can be frustrated; 
values can be lost and the reconstruction 
scheme brought into disrepute. Our 
experience in Coventry is that great 
regard should. be had to such things as 


the co-ordination of building with the 
provision of roads and services, the open- 
ing of negotiations, with sellers or les- 
sees of land in good time, marrying of 
the demand for various trades with the 
design of buildings and orderly arrange- 
ments for “decanting” traders whose 
shops are to be taken down. For in- 
stance, if the decanting arrangements for 
the interim period are bad, traders may 
be encouraged to set up elsewhere. 
Whether commercial values can per- 
manently escape in this way depends 
partly on the existence of alternative 
local shopping towns. In Coventry we 
have always had to consider the rivalry 
of Leamington and Birmingham as shop- 
ping centres and one of the aims of our 
planning has been not to drive traders 
away to these areas; and where, as a 
result of the raids, they have already set 
up outside, to try to tempt them back. 
We have gone to considerable trouble 
to avoid the closing down of existing 
businesses and so have prevented hard- 
ship to tradesmen and others and have 
saved heavy claims being paid at the 
ratepayers’ expense. To avoid paying 
these claims the Corporation have 
bought land in the central-area and have 
erected 30 temporary shops into which 
we are able to decant persons trading in 
the centre and who have to be displaced 
as redevelopment proceeds. We have 
also leased other central area land for 
the erection of temporary shops by 
traders who are prepared to build their 
own premises on short period permis- 
sions. There are a number of small fac- 
tories in the area and the Council are 
putting up unit factories in an overspill 
area to accommodate some of those 
which are being displaced. Notwith- 
standing the blitzing in the city the fac- 
tory owners in the main have been able 
to find their own premises. Incidentally 
we came across one group of manufac- 
turers who thought it almost improper 
to rent factories from the Council. 
Apparently it may take time for the busi- 
ness community to get used to the local 
authority in this new role. 
The only case where a local authority 
could deliberately countenance the 
escape of commercial values would be 
to its own neighbourhood units. In 
Coventry we do not expect our neigh- 
bourhood units to detract from the value 
of the city centre, but one can visualise 
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conditions where a local authority delib- 
erately rebuilds on a smaller scale in the 
hope of transferring some of the values 
to the outskirts. 


5. Development should proceed as 
swiftly as possible. Many of our finan- 
cial troubles are due to the length of the 
intermediate stage of development, when 
income does not keep pace with expendi- 
ture. This interim stage has already 
lasted in Coventry about eight years 
during which considerable cost has fallen 
upon the ratepayers. 


6. Whilst a general plan has to be fol- 
lowed and adhered to there are many 
modifications to be made as the scheme 
materialises. Commercially and finan- 
cially the later stages may prove the more 
troublesome. Whilst the cream of the 
demand is being tapped high rents are 
more readily offered: the authority is 
operating on a seller’s market. When the 
market turns in favour of the customer, 
wisdom and ingenuity will be called for 
on behalf of all departments of the 
authority; some modifications of original 
notions may be necessary to complete 
the scheme. 


Redevelopment and Inter-departmental 
Co-operation 


Finally, Dr. Marshall added, there is 
a point of special interest to local govern- 
ment administrators: the high degree of 
co-operation between departments which 
reconstruction of a blitzed area needs. A 
moment’s thought will, I think, convince 
you that not one of the practical require- 
ments that I have set out in my last few 
remarks can be achieved without all 
departments playing their part. You 
must make sure that the legal arrange- 
ments are in order before you can start; 
land must be acquired and paid for; 
roads and other services must go in at 
the proper time; car parks must be pro- 
vided when they are needed; before 
buildings are erected, or sites are let, the 
local authority must know what the 
demand is; it must know the wishes and 
rights of traders; it must make sure that 
all proposals are in line with the require- 
ments of government departments; and 
this must be done in such a way that the 
local authority does not forfeit any of 
the grant which may be available. 

In Coventry the Town Clerk calls regu- 
lar meetings of the officers concerned— 
e.g., planning, architectural, engineering, 
estate management and _financial—to 
consider the programme for 18 months 
or so ahead, having regard to the work 
which it is hoped to carry out in the time. 
After the Council has reached a decision, 
the officers can make an _ inter-depart- 
mental plan to ensure that the various 
departments will each be able to com- 
plete their portion of the work in time 
to enable each project to start at its pro- 
gramme date. The smooth running of 
the redevelopment thus calls for careful 
co-ordination on behalf of the clerk to 
the authority, a genuine desire to co- 
operate on the part of the various depart- 
ments and the central government 
departments who are affected, and vigi- 
lance on behalf of the Council to make 
sure that in their decisions they are not 
favouring one aspect of development at 
the expense of another. 
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RESTRICTIONS ON 
BUILDING 


Reactions to Chancellor's Statement 
[From a Correspondent] 


PPHE proposed restrictions in the country’s 

building programme have aroused 
widespread comment from the industry, as 
well as from local authorities who have 
housing and schools expansion projects 
envisaged for the future. 

Building contractors point out that the 
Chancellor’s statement is somewhat vague 
as there is no indication of how the restric- 
tions are to be enforced. But a spokesman 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers had this to say: “ We are 
hoping that measures proposed by the Chan- 
cellor will not seriously impede the indus- 
try’s momentum which was built up during 
the last four years of virtual freedom. It 
always has to be remembered that it takes 
time for the building industry to recover 
after its activities have been curtailed. 

“ The tightening of credit facilities, there- 
fore, which have always been our lifeblood 
may have a hampering effect on all sections 
of the industry. 


“The Federation is watching the situation 
closely with a view to determining the 
extent to which measures will affect the 
building industry, especially private enter- 
prise housing.” 

Building workers, no less than the 
employers, are perturbed at the news. SIR 
RICHARD Coppock, secretary of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives 
said: “ This is the first ill-wind the indus- 
try has had for a long time. At this par- 
ticular moment it is regrettable that schools 
and housing should be slowed down just 
when there were great hopes for expansion.” 
Asked about the possibility of unemploy- 
ment, Sir Richard said that he could not 
foresee any unemployment this year, but that 
he could not comment about conditions next 
year. If there was a threat of serious 
unemployment then representations would 
be made, probably at political level. 

Although architects are vitally concerned 
with these restrictions no comment was 
forthcoming from the Royal Institute of 
British Architects other than that architects 
would suffer if there was a definite cut in 
the country’s building programme. 


AMC COMMENTS 

Local authorities, all of which have build- 
ing schemes in hand, are particularly watch- 
ful of events. ‘‘ While existing programmes 
are not to be affected,” an official of the 
Association of Municipal Corporations said, 
“we hope that next year’s school building 
programme will not be cut. If it is, then 
the strongest protests will be made to the 
Ministry. As it is, local authorities could do 
a lot more if given the ability to do so.” 

When approached on the subject, local 
authorities refused to comment in full owing 
to the Vague nature of the proposals. Many 
of them feel that the Ministry may slow 
down building by delaying applications for 
loan sanction by a longer lapse of time than 
is usual, thus gaining the required objective 
without the use of a directive. 

Taking a serious view of the matter the 
London County Council is to study the posi- 
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tion when meetings are resumed after the 
recess. Mr. I. J. HAYWARD, Leader of the 
LCC, when approached about the restric. 
tions said: “The Chancellor’s statement 
raises doubts and uncertainties which adq 
greatly to the difficulties of sufficiently long. 
term systematic programming of work, 
Such programming is vital to getting work 
done and has for long been the basis of 
LCC policy on capital development.  §o 
far as housing is concerned the greatest 
limiting factor for the LCC is availability 
of sites rather than finance. 

“Tt will be disastrous to housing and plan- 
ning in London if Exchequer restrictions 
have the effect of reversing the recently 
increased support of the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government for our decentra]- 
isation policy and joint operations under the 
Towns Development Act.” 

Mr. Hayward went on to say that the 
Minister had emphasised purchase of indus. 
trial property as the most effective means of 
industrial decentralisation. A more restrjc- 
tive financial approach on this score would 
make this almost impossible. 

On the question of schools, Mr. Hayward 
said that no specific comment was possible 
at this stage. 


THE ROADS QUESTION 


But on the roads question he had this 
comment to make: “ We are already press- 
ing the Ministry of Transport hard to give 
us an adequate long-term precise road pro- 
gramme. We shall continue this pressure.” 

The LCC will watch most carefully the 
outcome of the Chancellor’s assurances that 
projects already in hand or approved are not 
held up. ‘Equally, will we watch,” con- 
cluded Mr. Hayward, “the ‘stricter atti- 
tude’ by Government Departments towards 
new projects.” 

The points in the Chancellor’s speech 
about roads have been noted with 
disappointment by the British Roads Federa- 
tion. Said an official: “It’s typical that 
when anything has to be cut it always seems 
to be the roads. However, the existing 
programme which entails the spending of 
£147m. over the four years ending April, 
1959, is not to be interfered with. Of this 
amount, some £27m. is to be authorised in 
the current financial year, but only £8m. will 
actually be spent. Should it happen that 
the authorised roads programme is halted 
then we shall most certainly protest.” 

There is a tendency in the industry to 
regard this new position as being rather 
nebulous. Clarification is awaited. 


THE 1956 BIF 
Space Bookings Advanced 

SpacE booked at the “first edition” 
British Industries Fair in 1956 has passed 
the total of 100,000 sq. ft. of the 140,000 
available. A further 30,000 sq. ft. have 
also been earmarked for firms who have 
indicated their intention of exhibiting at this 
Fair, which will be held at Earls Court, 
London, from February 22 to March 2. 

The later Fair will be held at Olympia, 
London, and Castle Bromwich, Birmingham, 
from April 23 to May 4. 

A newcomer to Olympia for the “ second 
edition’ BIF in April-May will be the elec- 
trical section, which has been transferred 
from Castle Bromwich. 
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i & MATERIALS 


PLASTERING EQUIPMENT 


or 


The range of iger” rough cast and 
plastering equipment is understood to 
decrease construction costs and to more than 
double efficiency. It operates on com- 
pressed air conducted from a central com- 
pressor through a mounting pipe fitted with 
branches leading to the various operatives. 
The cement, mortar or plaster to be applied 
js scooped into the fitted container, and 
the equipment is directed at the surface 
to be coated. A pressing device brings the 
compressed air into operation—four jets 
being provided in order to press the equip- 
ment’s contents equally on the surface. 





The “ Tiger” range includes a wall splasher 
for normal work, such as covering large 
spaces, as well as a ceiling splasher (illus- 
trated) for the splashing and priming of 
concrete and reed ceilings. With this equip- 
ment, the operative can ground, prime and 
put on skirtings and consoles, and a one- 
jet splasher can be used for final work and 
the repair of cracks in the wall. A four-jet 
wall hand-splasher is also available for use 
in confined spaces. Details from the dis- 
tributors, P. R. Raven and Co., Ltd., 74, 
Holland Park, W11. 


CORONATION ARCHES SOLD 


The 65-ft. high steel arches which lined 
part of the route of the Coronation pro- 
cession along the Mall, have now been 
purchased by Stramit Boards, Ltd., Cowley 
Peachey, Uxbridge, Middlesex. These 
arches will be used in the construction of a 
large store to house some 1,500 tons of 
straw, which when completed will have 
a floor area of 12,000 sq. ft. At one time 
the Coronation arches were considered for 
use in the reconstructed glass houses in 
Kew Gardens. 


TILE DECORATION 


Tiling as a design element is the subject 
of the current quarterly publication issued 
by the Carter Group of Companies. Liber- 
ally illustrated, it shows the opportunities 
that tiling gives to the designer for perma- 
nent decoration. Other quarterlies have 
dealt with the Group’s work in schools, 
shops, public-houses and industrial buildings. 


CEMENT IN 1954 


A 36-page booklet giving a review of 
1954 has been sent to the 50,000 workers 
and shareholders in the Associated Portland 
Cement Manufacturers, Ltd., the British 
Portland Cement Manufacturers, Ltd., and 
Alpha Cement, Ltd. ‘“ Portland Bill,” repre- 
senting a typical Blue Circle worker, is 
depicted throughout the book, reporting 
tecord deliveries at nearly 9,200,000 tons, 
which includes over 1,600,000 from overseas 
works: a reduction in the man-hours 


required to make a ton of cement, and a 
profit-sharing dividend for the year which 
will amount to over £500,000, making a 
total of over £34m. paid out in profit- 
sharing since the war. 


NAILING AND PINNING 


Heavy-duty portable nailing and pinning 
machines, known as the “ Spotnailer” and 
“Spotpinner,” are being manufactured 
under licence and distributed by Spotnails, 
Ltd., Devonshire House, Vicarage-crescent, 
SW11. These machines are claimed to turn 
out a neater fastening job, speedier and at 
lower cost than by hand methods, and not 
to split thin wood nor leave hammer 
marks. The “Spotnailer” operates strong 
nail-like fasteners or staples, made from 
18-gauge galvanised wire, and the “ Spot- 
pinner ” operates 12- or 15-gauge galvanised 
sash pins knurled for holding-strength. 
Flush or countersunk drive is provided, and 
drive plates are made up for specific work 
to ensure fast and accurate spotting of the 
nails or pins. The bodies of the machines 
are of moulded plastic, and the loading is 
approximately 200 nails or pins. 


CONCRETE FACTS 


The manufacturers of Ciment Fondu high 
alumina cement have recently issued a 
leaflet which sets out to prove that, in addi- 
tion to all prestressed concrete units made 
with Ciment Fondu being ready for delivery 
the day after casting, the cost is actuaHy 
lower than if made with rapid-hardening 
Portland cement. Copies from the Lafarge 
Aluminous Cement Co., Ltd., 73, Brook- 
street, W1. 


TRACTOR EQUIPMENT 


The “ Dinkum Digger,” made by Messrs. 
Whitlock Bros., Ltd., can now be fitted to a 
Platypus PD 2 diesel crawler tractor for use 
on site work, and is supplied fitted with a 
special hydraulic valve chest and fittings 
manufactured by Rotary Hoes, Ltd., of 
Horndon, Essex, together with one 18-in. 
bucket with bucket ram, and one 24-in. 
bucket. A particular feature is understood 
to be its exceptional stability, since with 
spade anchors clamped to the “ A” frame 
of the dozer blade there can be no fall of 
line or side movement of the “ Digger.” A 
special seat is provided, designed for quick 
positioning. 


SLIDING DOORS FILM 


A 16mm. colour/sound film entitled “ The 
Sliding Doors,” of approximately 40 minutes 
duration, has been produced by E. Hill 
Aldam and Co., Ltd., Haslemere-avenue, 
SW18, and edited by Gateway Film Produc- 
tions, Ltd. The sound commentary is by 
Frank Phillips of BBC fame, and the music 
has been selected to emphasise the various 
scenes. While just over half the film was 
shot in England and shows typical examples 
of sliding and folding doors, including those 
applied to factories, hospitals, private resi- 
dences and schools, a visit is also paid to 
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South Africa, Jamaica, Malaya and India. 
An attempt has been made to make the 
film interesting rather than technical, and 
copies are available on free loan from the 
company. 


CONSERVING HEAT 


A leaflet entitled “Heat Insulation by 
Hurseal” has been published by Hurseal. 
Ltd., 229, Regent-street, W1, quoting some 
facts and conclusions on heat conservation 
given in a recent Government publication, 
and showing how these economy suggestions 
can be met by the Hurseal strip method of 
heat insulation. A chart indicates types of 
material and data for the provision of insu- 
lation jackets for cylinders and tanks. “ Fit- 
ting of the Hurdapata ” is the title of a fully 
illustrated folder issued by the company, 
giving complete fitting and operating instruc- 
tions for their convector open fire. 


DAMP-PROOF MEMBRANES 


The practical aspects of bitumen damp- 
proof membranes are dealt with in a useful. 
article which appears in the summer issue 
of Building Topics, the maintenance 
magazine published by Tretol, Ltd. Other 
features in this journal include a guide to 
the most effective methods of decorating and 
painting asbestos cement. Copies of 
Building Topics can be obtained free of 
charge from the publications section, Tre- 
tol House, The Hyde, NW9. 


ONE-WIRE PRESTRESSING 


A one-wire system of prestressing has 
been developed by P.S.C. Equipment, Ltd., 
96, Victoria-street, SW1, in response to a 
demand for smaller, lightweight unit pre- 
stressing forces. The system provides single 
wire anchorages either alone or in certain 
multiples. Each wire is wedged in a tapered’ 


hole by means of an open-slotted one-piece: 





sleeve capable, if required, of a number of 
uses. A special feature is that the “ female ” 
part of the anchorage can be embedded in 
the concrete of the structural member. The 
anchorages are particularly suited to small 
sections such as thin slabs and shells in 
site-work. For multiple-wire cables a 
specially designed sheath has been provided 
to avoid the possibility of wires crossing 
each other. 
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a pleasing architectural pattern in themselves. On the left are the lifting frames, fitted with 


hydraulic jacks to raise the assembled arches while the column elements are placed in position. 


FACTORY AT MANCHESTER 


New Prestressed Concrete Arch System 


FACTORY for precast concrete with offices and workshops 

is being erected at Denton, near Manchester, for Matthews 

and Mumby, Ltd., reinforced concrete engineers. To provide 

an uninterrupted floor area, a new structural system has been 

employed, using a series of V-shaped precast concrete arched 

frames, 15’ ft. wide, with prestressed ties at the intersections 
of arches and columns. 

The four prestressing cables joining the springings of each 
arch are supported by hangers from which are hung precast 
beams with longitudinal monorail tracks capable of carrying 
14 one-tonloads. Hipped roof lights bridge between the arches, 
and glazing is carried down between the tapered columns to 
within 4 ft. of the floor level, the remaining depth being filled 
in with brickwork. Separate guttering is unnecessary, as the 
V-shaped roof carries rainwater to down pipes at each column. 

The system, understood to permit spans of up to 120 ft., 
has been designed by the company’s chief engineer, Dr. D. D. 
Matthews, in collaboration with Messrs. Taylor and Young, 
F/ARIBA, of Manchester. The structural work is being 
carried out by the company themselves. 
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Section BB 


DETAILS of a prestressed precast arch frame. 











STAGE 1 STAGE 2 











THE FIRST ARCH FRAME to be constructed. The pre- 
stressing cables are contained in metal sheaths, and will be 
grouted when the work is complete. 








STAGE 3 


THE PRECAST ELEMENTS are cast on site in timber moulds, and the erection sequence is as follows: Stage 1, the arch units 
are assembled on scaffolds and the two horizontal prestressing cables tensioned. Stage 2, the arch is lifted about 4 ft. 9 ins. 
and one column element attached at each end. Stage 3, the arch is raised a further 4 ft. 6 ins. and the second column elements 
added. Stage 4, the arch is lifted to its final position, the last column elements attached and the vertical prestressing cables 


inserted and tensioned. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Kent CC’s Ban on “ Ancient” Building 
as Petrol Station Upheld 


YENT County Council’s refusal to allow 
Warren House, Dymchurch-road, New 
Romney, and an adjoining site, to be 
developed as a petrol filling station was the 
wbject of a recent appeal by Mr. E. S. 
Johnston to the Minister of Housing and 

Local Government. 

In the course of a public inquiry before 

an inspector appointed by the Minister the 
appellant said that Warren House was 
scheduled as an ancient monument and it 
was incumbent upon the tenant or owner to 
maintain the exterior of the building in an 
approved state. When he bought it he did 
not realise the full extent to which he was 
committed but it became obvious that to 
maintain the building in the state required 
could not be done on a normal income. He 
argued that certain points of the Council’s 
objection had been nullified by a permission 
which had been given for the erection of a 
petrol station on the same road but on the 
Rve side of New Romney. 
‘On behalf of the Council it was stated 
that the appeal site was outside any area 
in which general development was proposed 
and, if permitted, would be detrimental to 
the amenities. Applications for the use of 
the site for caravans and for the frontage of 
the land to be used for residential purposes 
had been refused but the use of the existing 
premises as a café would be permitted. 
Warren House was situated on a charac- 
teristic stretch of marshland on the verge of 
New Romney and was scheduled as a build- 
ing which was of some interest in itself. 
There had been an application by Mr. John- 
ston to use part of Warren House as a café 
and to have a tea garden and car park there. 
That application was being recommended 
for approval because in the Council’s view 
a tea house and tea garden was a use which 
could be permitted under proper conditions. 
In reply to the Inspector, who asked why 
the petrol station on the other side of New 
Romney did not offend against amenities, 
a witness for the Council said that it was 
just in New Romney, in a built-up area, 
with houses all round it and close to a wood 
yard and some cottages. The appeal site, 
on the other hand, was situated in open 
country with visibility on both sides. 
The Minister now states, in the course of 
his decision, that the appeal land forms part 
of the Romney Marshes in flat open 
countryside. He agrees with the Council 
that development in ‘the area should be 
carefully controlled. In his opinion, the 
erection of a petrol filling station on the 
appeal site is likely to prove detrimental to 
the amenities of the area which it is the 
Council’s aim to improve and he has there- 
lore decided to dismiss the appeal. 


Proposal to Develop East Molesey 





Recreational Land Refused 


YHE refusal of the Esher UDC, acting on 
behalf of Surrey CC, to allow Mr. 
R. L. Sutton to build seven bungalows on 
about 14 acres of land adjoining the Upper 
Deck Swimming Pool, Barge Walk, East 
Molesey, was the subject of a recent appeal 
before an Inspector of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. 


THE BUILDER 


The land is at present laid out as a tea 
garden with boating pool, sand pit and put- 
ting green, but it was stated at the inquiry 
that this business no longer paid and that 
the appellant would have to let the land 
for swings and roundabouts if it were not 
developed. The floods of 1947, it was 
stated, had affected the site but were 
exceptional. 

The Minister states, in the course of his 
decision, that he is not convinced that the 
land is subject to flooding to an extent which 
would justify refusal of permission on those 
grounds. He has decided, therefore. to 
exercise the powers conferred upon him in 
Section 16(2) of the Act and to deal with 
the application as if it had been made to 
him in the first instance. He agrees with 
the Council that the proposed development 
of the site would seriously affect the charac- 
ter of the riverside area west of the swim- 
ming pool, comprising the appeal site, a 
boat yard and, beyond that, some sports 
grounds and a racecourse. He recognises 
that the boat yard has become more indus- 
trial than recreational but he does not think 
that this is a satisfactory reason for per- 
mitting a further loss of amenity by en- 
croachments on the open land fronting the 
towpath. Accordingly, and on _ these 
grounds alone, he has decided to refuse per- 
mission for the proposed development. 


Willesborough: 
Minister's Decision 
NHE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has allowed the appeal by 
Messrs. Unilever, Ltd., on behalf of Messrs. 
Batchelors Peas, Ltd., relating to their pro- 
posal for the erection of a canning factory 
on land at Kennington-road, Willesborough, 
Ashford, Kent. 

The appeal, which was the subject of a 
recent public inquiry, was technically 
against the failure of the Kent County 
Council, as local planning authority, to give 
notice of their decision on the company’s 
application for planning permission within 
the appropriate period. Subsequent to the 
appeal the County Council gave formal 
notice of refusal of consent on three 
grounds. 

The Minister, in the course of his deci- 
sion, says he notes that there is no dis- 
agreement that Ashford is a very suitable 
place for an industry of this character and 
that it would be of benefit to the town, and 
to agricultural interests over a wide area of 
Kent, to have such a factory in the area. 
The only substantial point at issue was the 
choice of site. 

He had had regard to the County Coun- 
cil’s desire to restrict industrial develop- 
ment to the south of the Ashford by-pass 
and he did not dissent from that as a gen- 
eral policy. It was clear, however, that the 
choice of sites for a factory of the size and 
nature proposed was severely restricted by 
the requirements for water, disposal of 
effluent, railway facilities, etc. He saw no 
reason to doubt that there would be serious 
financial and other difficulties in siting the 
factory at Cobbs Wood and he was satisfied 
that none of the other suggested alternative 
sites could be seriously considered. The 
Minister considered, therefore, that there 
were special circumstances in this case justi- 
fying a departure from the County Council's 
general policy for the location of industry 
in the Ashford area and had decided that 
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permission should be given for the factory 
to be built on the site proposed, subject to 
the condition that the siting, design and 
external appearance of the buildings and 
the means of access from the site to Ken- 
nington-road should be agreed with the local 
planning authority or, in default of agree- 
ment, as should be determined by the 
Minister. 


Bans Houses in 
Natural Beauty 


A PROPOSAL to ‘build some 23 houses 
i in an area of natural beauty (Lamorna 
Cove) at Lamorna, St. Buryan, Cornwall, 
was the subject of a recent planning appeal 
in respect of which the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government has now issued his 
decision. 

In the course of the inquiry it was repre- 
sented on behalf of the appellant that on 
the death of her father in 1940 she came 
into possession of a large area of land, in- 
cluding several farms, a number of houses, 
and Lamorna Pier and harbour. Her 
father had always intended to develop 
Lamorna Valley and Cove; he had installed 
a water supply which still served the village, 
built a number of houses and a petrol filling 
station and was responsible for the conver- 
sion of the large building which was now 
the Lamorna hotel. On the death of her 
father she had had to find the sum of 
£33,000 to pay death duties. She had sold 
the quay and the Cove, and a number of 
properties and building sites. and had no 
further land left which was scheduled for 
building. She agreed that the area between 
the inn and the Cove was of special land- 
scape value, but maintained that this was 
not the case with the land to the north where 
all three of the appeal sites were located. 
[he proposed houses would, in the main, be 
invisible from the roadway which served the 
valley and there would be no offence to 
amenities. No public services would have 
to be provided except refuse collection. 
The houses would be of Swedish type, built 
of timber. 

For the Council it was stated that the 
area in question was included as a conser- 
vation area in the Hobhouse Report and 
was described in the development plan as 
being of high landscape value. The valley 
was a haunt of artists and tourists and the 
appellant's proposal had evoked protests 
from all parts of the country. The Council 
stressed that they did not wish to refuse all 
development in Lamorna and that individual 
applications would be considered on their 
merits, but they considered the valley, which 
was renowned throughout the country, to 
be an area of outstanding merit and felt 
that the impact of rows of houses would 
change and destroy the character of the 
valley. They explained that when the 
appellant’s father was allowed to carry out 
certain building operations near the Cove 
it was on condition that he gave up all 
demands to build farther up the valley. 

The Minister, in announcing his decision, 
states that he feels bound to support the 
Council’s view that whilst limited develop- 
ment by individuals wishing to live in the 
valley might not be objectionable if it was 
satisfactory in siting and other details, 
development of the type proposed by the 
appellant would be out of keeping with the 
surroundings. He agrees that the erection 


Minister Area of 


of rows of houses as proposed would 





H 


238 


seriously detract from the natural beauty 
of the valley and that it would be wrong to 
attempt to create a demand for houses in 
the district by permitting the proposal. He 
had therefore decided to dismiss the appeal. 


Rottingdean Housing Development 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has considered the writ- 
ten representations of the parties to an 
appeal made by Wellingforth Properties, 
Ltd., against the failure of the Brighton 
County Borough Council to give notice 
within the: appropriate period specified in 
Article 5(8) of the Town and Country Plann- 
ing General Development Order, 1950, of 
their decision on an application for permis- 
sion for the erection of 15 dwelling-houses 
on land forming part of the grounds of 
Challoners and fronting upon Dean Court- 
road, Rottingdean. 

The appeal site is a paddock of about 
3.98 acres having a frontage of approxi- 
mately 308 feet to Dean Court-road. 
Residentia! development lies to the north, 
west and south, and planning permission has 
been granted for the development of land 
to the east. 

On behalf of the Council, it was explained 
that the greater part of the site was shown 
in the Development Plan now before the 
Minister as allocated for residential develop- 
ment, but permission had also been made 
for a proposed by-pass road which would 
diagonally cross the northern part of the 
site and which was intended as a relief road 
to take traffic off the old village High-street. 

These proposals had not been included in 
the 20-year programme. The Rottingdean 
Ratepayers’ Association had, however, pre- 
pared an alternative scheme for the siting 
of the by-pass in a slightly different position, 
and the Council had in all the circumstances 
decided to defer granting planning permis- 
sion for the development under appeal until 
the Minister's decision on the Development 
Plan as a whole had been given. They had, 
however, since the application under appeal 
had been submitted, granted permission on 
a separate application for the erection of six 
dwelling-houses on the southern part of the 
site, which would not be affected by the 
proposed by-pass. 

For the appellants, it was submitted that 
the layout of the site proposed by them 
was designed in such a way that the con- 
struction of the proposed by-pass road 
would not be prejudiced if the appeal were 
allowed. It was intended to provide a large 
turning space at the end of the cul-de-sac 
which would serve the nine houses on the 
northern part of the site, and this could be 
incorporated into the new road when it 
was built. Also, these houses would be 
placed in such positions that there would 
be ample room left for the proposed road, 
either in the positions shown in the 
Development Plan or as proposed by the 
Rottingdean Ratepayers’ Association. 

The proposed layout had the additional 
advantage that it would be satisfactory if 
the by-pass. which was an uncertain and 
long-term proposal, were never built. There 
was an immediate need for houses and the 
appeal site was ripe for residential develop- 
ment, which had been agreed in principle 
by the local planning authority, and it was 
submitted that in all the circumstances there 


THE BUILDER 


was no justification for delaying the grant 
of planning permission. 

The Minister states that he has carefully 
considered the facts of the case. He con- 
siders that the appeal site is suitable and 
ripe for residential development, and he is 
satisfied that the layout proposed by the 
appellants has been prepared in such a way 
that the road provisions of the Develop- 
ment Plan would not be prejudiced by his 
granting permission for the development 
proposed. 

Accordingly, the Minister has decided to 
allow the appeal, and he hereby grants 
permission for the erection of 15 dwelling- 
houses on the land in question on the sites 
shown on the submitted plans, subject to 
the condition that the design and external 
appearance of the buildings and the means 
of access thereto shall be as may be agreed 
with the local planning authority, or, in 
default of agreement, as shall be determined 
by the Minister. 


Minister Allows Alteration to Windows 
AN appeal by Mr. J. A. Tallents against 
a the refusal of the Godalming Borough 
Council, acting on behalf of Surrey County 
Council, to grant planning permissions for 
alterations to the shop fronts at 26, Church- 
street, Godalming, by the substitution of 
plate glass windows for the existing windows 
with glazing bars, was the subject of a 
recent public inquiry before an Inspector 
appointed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. The Council con- 
sidered that No. 26, and another shop in 
Church-street, which was in course of erec- 
tion, should have glazed bar windows 
instead of plate glass in order to preserve 
the character of the street generally and that 
part of it in particular. 

On behalf of the appellant, it was said 
that No. 26 was used as a gown shop and 
it was important that the articles shown in 
the windows should not have a “cut-up” 
effect, as was, in fact, presented by windows 
with glazing bars. The building itself was 
of pseudo-Tudor appearance so that the 
proposed alteration would not materially 
change either the character of the building 
or that of the street. 

A further witness for the appellant said 
there were 16 shop-fronts in Church-street 
and 15 of them had plate glass windows, 
No. 26 being the exception. There were five 
genuine Tudor buildings in the street, all of 
which had plate glass windows. 

On behalf of the Corporation, the 
Deputy Town Clerk said that Church-street 
contained one-tenth of the town’s buildings 
listed as being of historic interest. No. 26 
was a little remote from the rest of the 
shops, and the buildings on either side and 
opposite to it were listed buildings, includ- 
ing Church House and the Parish Church 
itself. The Council were anxious to preserve 
the character of that end of the street and 
to do so it was considered that glazing bars 
were preferable to plate glass. One had to 
consider the appearance of a building in 
relation to its adjoining neighbours. 

The Borough Surveyor said that fenestra- 
tion was a very important feature in dealing 
with listed buildings and their environs and 
in his opinion the substitution of plate glass 
for glazing bars at No. 26 should not be 
allowed. 

A similar view was expressed by Mr. 
Frederick Strange, the archaeologist. who 
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acted as consultant to Surrey County Coun. 
cil in drawing-up the list of buildings of 
historic interest in the county. 

The Minister has now announced his 
decision. He states that while there are 
many buildings of architectural interest jp 
Church-street, the appeal building is po 
one of them and its present windows are of 
two differing types, having no clear relation 
in period to one another or to the styles of 
other buildings in the street. Having cop. 
sidered the facts of the case and the repre. 
sentations submitted, the Minister has come 
to the conclusion that there are insufficien 
grounds for objecting to the proposal to py 
in plate glass windows as desired by the 
appellant. He has accordingly decided to 
allow the appeal and to grant permission 
for the alterations shown in the submitted 
plans. 


Designs of Dwellings Rejected 
TWO appeals relating to the design of 

dwelling-houses have recently been 
decided by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. 

The first appeal concerned the refusal of 
the Leatherhead UDC to permit the erection 
of a single-storey dwelling on land at Wood- 
field-lane, Ashtead. Outline permission fo; 
a single-storey dwelling had already been 
granted but the detailed plans were rejected 
on the grounds that by reason of the size, 
height, design and siting of the building, ,t 
would tend seriously to injure amenities and 
be a serious detriment to the characteristics 
of the area, having regard to the nature of 
existing development in the neighbourhood, 

The appeal site comprises a plot of land, 
55 feet wide, at present forming part of the 
large garden of Brookwood Corner. To the 
south is a row of detached houses on plots 
of similar width. 

The Minister, in the course of his deci- 
sion, says he notes that the Council ar 
prepared to accept a bungalow and that the 
issue is not so much the design in itself as 
its congruity or incongruity in its surround: 
ings. In this attractive residential area the 
houses are mostly of conventional design, 
of substantial size and in good condition, 
likely to remain for many years. The house 
which the appellant proposes to build is 
small and plain, and while the Minister 
would not ordinarily see anything 
that, he agrees with the Counci! 
combination of smallness and 


that the 
squatness 








wrong in | 


would make it appear most incongruous on 


the site in question. 

There are some trees on the site, but he is 
not satisfied that they would sufficiently hide 
the building, and the proposal to build some 
distance behind the adjoining house would 
be an intrusion on the privacy of that hous 
and iis garden. He considers that the 
appellant’s proposal would be unneigt- 
bourly and detrimental to the character of 
Woodfield-lane and he has decided, in the 
circumstances, to dismiss the appeal. 

The second appeal concerned the refusal 
of the Cambridgeshire CC to permit the 
erection of a house and garage on land at 
Thornton-road, Girton. The reason for 


refusal was that the proposed mono-pitch | 
roof would be completely out of keeping | 


with the existing houses of more traditiona 
design in this high-class residential area. 
On behalf of the appellant it was stated 


that considerable care had been taken (0 | 


achieve the simplicity of the house, both 
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in colour and form. It was considered that 
the introduction of a house of simple design 
and having a simple roof should enhance 
what small architectural character the road 
possessed. The mono-pitch roof would 
present 4 simple unbroken line to the road 
and garden elevations and would not, it was 
contended. introduce any disturbing element. 

The Minister, in the course of his deci- 
sion, says he can find no sufficient reason 
for dissenting from the view of the local 
planning authority that the design of the 
proposed house is unsuitable and not in 
keeping with the adjoining buildings. He is 
of the opinion that the design requires re- 
consideration and he has therefore decided 
to dismiss the appeal. 


Successful Appeal Against Refusal of 
Permission to Develop Bombed Site 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has allowed the appeal of 
Mr. A. E. ©. Byne against the refusal of 
Orpington UDC, acting on behalf of Kent 
CC, to permit development of a_ war- 
damaged site by erecting a detached house 
and garage at 61, Anglesea-road, Orpington. 
The site has a frontage of 38 ft. and was 
formerly the site of a semi-detached house 
about 60 vears old. 

For Orpington UDC it was stated at a 
public inquiry that permission had been 
refused because the site was in an unsatis- 
factory area which it was proposed to treat 
as an area of comprehensive development; 
and that redevelopment of an _ individual 
isolated site would prejudice the proposals 
for the area as a whole. Replying to ques- 
tions put for the appellant, a witness for 
the authority agreed that there was little 
prospect of the comprehensive development 
of the whole area being achieved within the 
next five vears; but he said that the scheme 
was under “active consideration” and, in 
the early stages of such an operation, pro- 
vision would have to be made for “ decant- 
ing’—possibly by means of a block of 
maisonettes—to provide temporary housing 
for residents who were in course of transfer 
from houses to be demolished to houses not 
yet completed: the appeal site would be very 
suitable for such a purpose. 

For the appellant, it was stated that nearly 
10 years had gone by since the first applica- 
tion had been made for redeveloping this 
site, and the Council’s objection then was 
the same as now, yet realisation of the 
scheme seemed as remote as ever. The 
owner could not reasonably be expected io 
wait any longer. It was also submitted that, 
since no Direction had been made by the 
Minister in relation to this site, the owner 
would not require planning permission if he 
merely wished to rebuild what had existed 
before the war damage, so anyhow the site 
then would not be available for decanting. 
The appellant had been advised not to serve 
a notice under Section 19 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, requiring the 
authority to purchase because, in his cir- 
cumstances. it was unlikely that the amount 
of compensation would be the full price that 
could be obtained to-day by open-market 
sale of the plot as building land. 


CATHEDRAL DONATION 

Liverpool Cathedral's Building and En- 
dowment Appeal is to receive a donation of 
£3,500 from the Dunlop Rubber Co. 


THE BUILDER 


OXFORD'S PLANNING 
DIFFICULTIES 


Chartered Auctioneers’ President's 
Views 
HE problem created for Oxford by 
industrialisation in recent years was 
“ difficult beyond normal measure,” and the 
task of correlating the city’s diverse interests 
in a planning scheme was one _ which 
required a Solomon’s wisdom, Mr. DOUGLAS 
OVERALL, JP, told the Chartered 
Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute, in 
the course of his presidential address to the 
Institute, at Oxford, on July 14. 

‘It may be said,” he continued, “ that dur- 
ing the 40 years in which this tide of indus- 
trialisation has been rising around historic 
Oxford and threatening to engulf it, the city 
authorities and other interested bodies have 
miraculously preserved the University area. 
All who love the city are grateful for this. 
May I be permitted to say to those who are 
charged with guarding the destinies of this 
amazing city, something like this: We... 
are confident that you will fulfil your trust. 
We are certain that you will solve your 
difficulties in the traditional English way of 
compromise, finding means to preserve the 
best of the old without excluding what is 
good in the new.” 

Speaking on the trend and effect of recent 
legislation, Mr. Overall said it was no exag- 
geration to summarise the trend as being in 
favour of tenants rather than of landlords 
and of the central or local authorities rather 
than private property owners. 

Referring to the appointment of Rent Tri- 
bunals to hear appeals under the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act, on standards of ser- 
vices provided, he said: “ This, I think, is 
unfortunate because, although the Rent 
Tribunals have done good work under the 
Furnished Houses Act, 1946, they are, in my 
view, unsuited for the determination of tech- 
nical and involved matters of this kind. 
What is happening in so many cases is that, 
when the landlord makes a reference to the 
Tribunal, fashionable counsel are engaged, 
expert surveyors are called and complex 
points are argued such as whether the main- 
tenance, repair and depreciation of lifts and 
boilers should be included in services or 
repairs or both or neither. The only result 
is that the lay Tribunal makes a determina- 
tion, which in itself may prove an embarrass- 
ment to the landlord and to ‘tenants who 
have already reached agreement. As far as 
general guidance goes we are left in 
doubt, as there is no * speaking decision’ 
which will create a precedent and thus guide 
other landlords and tenants to an amicable 
agreement. In my view these matters are 
more properly for a court in which the rules 
of evidence obtain and evidence has to be 
given on oath and against whose decisions 
there are facilities for appeal.” 

THE NEW TOWNS 

Of the new towns, Mt. Overall said: 
* Dealing with housing by the arrangement 
of large contracts, economy is achieved with- 
out precluding up-to-date amenities; it is 
possible to construct different types of 
houses in various formations to provide for 
every need. 

“As to industry—an industrialist not tied 
by his sources of materials or requiring io 
be close to large markets finds that in a 


239 


properly planned industrial area he can have 
a clean and light factory designed on 
modern principles. Employees like working 
under these better conditions and, since they 
live ‘round the corner,’ can arrive in the 
morning fresher than their contemporaries 
in existing towns. 

“With regard to commerce—it seems 
likely that new towns will be successful 
because they provide shops of various sizes 
and in the correct ratio to population as well 
as in the right trading locations. It has also 
proved possible, in spite of past prejudices, 
to plan shopping centres free from congested 
traffic. There is a real advantage in eliminat- 
ing heavy and through traffic while still 
leaving easy car access both for shoppers 
and traders and retaining that essential air of 


bustle.” 


WEST BYFLEET GOLF COURSE 


Council Refused Purchase Order 


THe Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has refused to confirm a com- 
pulsory purchase order made by Wimble- 
don BC in respect of the 125-acre West 
Byfleet golf course, on which the council 
proposed to build 800 houses. The scheme 
had the support of Surrey County Council 
as part of a larger plan to provide up to 
2,000 homes in the Woking area for people 
who could not find houses in the metro- 
politan towns of Surrey—such as Kingston 
and Wimbledon. 

In deciding not to confirm the Order, the 
Minister states that it would not be in the 
general interest to allow building to take 
place on the golf course, which is (he says) 
a Valuable local amenity providing a most 
desirable green wedge between West Byfleet 
and Woking. 

This is the second attempt that has been 
made to acquire the West Byfleet course 
for housing purposes, the Minister having 
previously refused to confirm a compulsory 
purchase order made by the Woking 
Council. 





BIRMINGHAM OVERSPILL 
Progress Now Possible 


THE TIME was now opportune for con- 
siderable progress in the redistribution of 
population and industry, the Overspill Com- 
mittee has reported to Staffordshire County 
Council, which plans to build 12,650 houses 
to take 43,000 population from Birmingham. 
The committee has recommended that there 
should be careful control of sites left vacant 
by industrialists moving out of the con- 
gested towns. The overspill authorities, the 
committee said, should try to decrease and 
certainly should not increase, industrial em- 
ployment available in their areas. 

Proposals had been formulated by the 
committee, it was stated, which would en- 
sure that the county district councils would 
receive financial help from the county coun- 
cil at the end of ten years, during which 
Birmingham would pay the rate fund con- 
tribution for each overspill house. 

The chairman of the county council, 
ALDERMAN A. G. B. OweEN, said that in 
adopting the report of the Overspill Com- 
mittee, they were doing something towards 
solving a human problem. He praised the 
county district councils for the harmonious 
way they had worked with the county 
council. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
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For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 14d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 64d. tPlus 2d. per working day. t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, re ceive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 

Women’s s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 14d. per hour. Women engaged on work other tha3 
ctaft processes, 2s. 93d. per hour. 

For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 248. 
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The Builder 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants’ warehouse wil! necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£ s. d. 
Pit Ballast ee a ie sie Sep «. per yd. 1 4 6 
Pit Sand ae sae mea Ae woe tas a F 241 
Washed Sand ... baa ase dea bes ha Hs E> J 
fin. Shingle... eas oes ies ad tas a  & 3 
j in. Broken Brick a8 a re ass Sa - ee a 
Pan Breeze on Ree ea 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Ageregate a .. per ton 3 0 9 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and een site oa eas ... per ton 416 6 

1 to 6 tons, site Se: oad ee ee 5 8 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site eae des “a aes ot 5 4 6 

lto6tons do. site aes eas <a 5 16 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots eas ‘ia 618 0O 
Other colours according to colour 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. per ton. 








White Portland Cement aa ce a sas sa 1217 0 
Under | ton. per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement (U Itra Rapid Hardeni ng) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 69 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), - 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ee ~ oe 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London — ae = 6 8 9 
Moler Morter Powder for Flue Bricks (London 
sites) gee Ses ae a roe oo. percwt. 210 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ae aus aa eas ... per 1,000 11 17 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... — re was a ee 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) Ga a2 ea =“ bs go 1 6 
Mild Stocks pA 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2} in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons non ees “Sh Sea Pe § 13 0 
Cellular do. ‘es pais aks er ae we § 13 0 
Keyed do. ove eee eee eee eve ” 515 0 
Rustics oe re sae ase as ves we 618 0O 
Cellular Rustics ae rate - ae ee a 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. ~ . 613 0 
Sandfaced ... Res eS 713 O 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs i ondon Sti ations)... sxe ‘ns af ..o -@ 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) uae é 27 16 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) wre si 23 8 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ee see a 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) “re “ eo GC 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (L ondon ‘sites) we wi 714 0 
2} in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks Cb caasami 
Stations) me Py o 26 6 3 
3 in. do. (London stations) — 338 ‘= - 31 12 0 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites)... a 36 0 O 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) a 14 4 6 
; 2 in. Machine- made Multi ‘Red Facings (London 
€ ceive sites) a 14 13 6 


r tha 
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2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) . ina nee eu cae 

2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour sain 
(London sites) ae 

Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry ‘Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) 

Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour ‘Facings. 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... ua 

Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 

23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) Ja sae ava iat 

23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) 

Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers ! a 
Headers ‘ - 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats 

Double Stretchers <a 5 

Double Headers 

One side and two ends 

Two sides and one end 

Splays and Squints aad 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174°, for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10°, for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 


4 ee Ss oa 140 yds. “as ... per yd. sup. 44 
i. | ee Pee “aa 140 yds. a oe a 4 7 
it er aes das 120 yds. A S 5 4 
BUILDING BLocks (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ane 95 yds. ; o 9 
6 in. (8} 53”) ... 1,250 Blocks per 1000 26 6 0 
*Halt blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 ~ sus ius aaa 100 yds. ‘se ... per yd. sup. 3 7 
pf nn ea 85 yds. aa aaa i 4 2 
SME. «ces aa Sea 75 yds. a 5 0 
i) ere mre eae 55 yds. & 6 2 
CRANHAM 
2 ae pe 6 8 
24 in. £ 7 4 
3 in. e $ 7 
4 in. da a 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality xe ll 8 


MOLER —— mines 


21 sc aaa one 150 yds. we IS 6 
2s if, ... a aa 120 yds. a 15 9 
‘i er ee ae 100 yds. te 16 0 
Sie 4s. ve ar 90 yds. aa 2 19 O 
THERMALITE Weseiinen oo KS 
2€ 1M. ses 120 yds. tes - 6 Il 
Tue RMALITE LOADBEARING en LATING BLOCKS 
Bd Saree re aes 100 yds. } os 8 34 
a ae ee 75 yds. E 10 9 
Pitt ss Ae ead 60 yds. - Ww 3 
Ot) eee ase a 50 yds. » 16 If 
Sim. «:. =e ees 374 yds. a Tr « 
ee - sé ara ea 33 yds. * 43 


FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER TILES 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... , ; das ae 


4 in. do. 35 14 0 
5 in. do. 42 10 0O 
6 in. do. i 47 17 O 
7 in. do. . $8 8 0O 
8 in. do. 68 9 O 
10” 3” x $” Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per i 000 multiples 56 15 0 
xe Xs do. do. 2 64 10 0 
10°x 4’ x} do. do. 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality 773% +-1073° 
B.S.S. Best do. +10°% +778% +10% 1074 
Tested Quality 373°%+778% +378% 1074 
B.S.S. Tested do. +47$%—-77$% +474% +1073 


... per 1,000 33 6 0 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


th 
¢ 
& 


per1,000 14 11 O 
A 1415 6 
Pn 17 5 6 
aa a? S36 
= 41 10 0 
oe 13 6 0 
= 1418 0 
= 64 0 0 
2 63 0 0 
a 80 0 0 
ti 85 0 0 
sa 7710 O 
ii 87 0 0 
a 89 10 0 

83 0 


under 2 tons 
117° 


~~ 410% +1178% 
of 437434 11782 
A +474 % +1173 > 
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STONEWA 
‘ RE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued Augu ) 1955 Augus 
in. Le < 
ong ~ _— 7 (in 12 in. lengths) pea DOORS (in Lots 1-11) 
ca — per 1,000 } 3 6 vegies London area. META 
+, ” | 6 , in. 4 Hor 
ane COURSE 7. ei 2 
essian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 fi 5 “9 : in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... 2 ae we each ‘ te . 
Geis wall widths in lots of £6 p. in 24 ft. rolls 5 ft 9 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ... BG oe nm 13 Sin. 
Petes L — area 5 value and over pee nhs. “tend 6 ft. 6 in. ... es y eee . 114 3} in. 
ise ditto 7 Ib. per. : -. pe Pp panel : en. SPattern: 4 5O'G inde a 4in. 
i in — bitumen ditto “ sup. do. eal sit 3! $ “s ~ in. x 6 ft. ‘in agin 4 x Gin deal - 4} in. 
in. X9 in. British d per yd. sup. do 5 0 t.9in. x 6 ft. eee a ve . 5 in. 
14 in. «9 in,  piaaasiaaase eg slates... ee are Il 3 _ Panel, top panel o a aparbarne ee Cae 9 0 
9 in. <9 in. rd ante te ... per 1,000 38 6 O : 2 ft. 6in. X 6 ft. P n. Pattern 2 x G in deal ” a ae 
lg < 43 in. do. do. ... oa a ” 29 11 +O ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. rb a ove “as vee Per yd 
: in. x 4$ in. Fi = Le a ee Me . > 6 tees see me ms ” : 9 a 
in. x 44 in. : as os sok ” 15 6 - : 6 2} in 
- do. COs: =ashs as ct 9 14 1 9 pita 3 in. 
e ” OP 97: 56 elivered Lo arae 3} in. 
STONE ? | in. Wood Wool Sine, 6 fi - 
Bath Stone— rs of 1 ton (89 oy a * 2 ft. O in. in 
Monks Park + ag do. (67 yds. to 1 —” w+ eee per yd, 5 2in. 
St. a Box Ground tee 3 ws per ft. cub 5h in “i (52 yds. mel a see wa _ 3 : 4} in. 
eee in railway trucks at s : e 8 0 ogg = (45 yds. to 1 ton) oes 8 Ik 3in. 
mae sti Western Region at South Lambeth me 9 0 CGasaiiies water 1 ton noe = to 1 ton) ... 10 3 2 in 
ulting § wy ] sabpest : na 4 1 = in. 
te eon Se Blocks. Delivered L : $ in. imported insulation he ped 4 in. of thickness. a Abc 
. elivered London are: _ondon area , quantities over 5,000 sq. fi | 
ne Stone— — : vee in ; ; 8, in. Hardboard do. per 100 “ fi and to 
rown Whitbed in » 7 3, in. do. a tee ee aes ae sq. ft. 2 2 6 an 
delivered random blocks, 20 ft. < 3 in. Asb ; ‘ oS ” 2h 6 
Southern ches sia trucks at Nine Elms, BR. } in. _ Flat Building $ Sheets ies a per yd a 
. Ro P ; vr ye. sup 3 
“Sou bye aren Robin Hood Q Hi “a ” rai 4 "ig — fod ee oe oe pis aoe ” 4 : 4i 
9 in. x 3 = "R ae gs in 6-ton lots. ere a Best seen Glue covelahe: ... ‘es si oes ij 1 6 rem 
u e eve bab ” J 
. mooted cills weathered, throated and Croid “Glue pearl é Ese vee i per diowt. 5 ‘ 4 
aus 7 In . eee ue: ove eee a. 
- Seago rag do. do. we perft.cube 3 10 Cut Nails 3 in. = an ae $ 5 0 All 
12 in. x 3 = a coping, twice throated aii i > 10 ‘do. 4 134 py lots) set Sor aoe ac = Ib. 260 
14 in. x 6 in. — _ twice throated coping; 119 0 ae Nails, 3 in. (4- oy its) es “s = 34 ‘3 ? i 
43 in. » 9 in. P oO nf 212 0 o 4 = ern 54.15 0 Shoes 
nth. 4 in. and up (4-c +s. per cwt. 7 
3'in. sawn two sides h; rubbed on top and face... 278 | pee a ee 2 
emplates and Cover Stones, 3 ga eee per ft. sup. 7 : | METALS Swan 
og g gaia 4 rendered brickwork = Basis J Steet Joists, Erc . 
PO a air one edge for fair faced perft.cubel 5 9 |  6in. you 2 P eee on 
Hard York— . ral eee aes 46 10 | 11s. r @ in lain cut 8 in. 6in., lOin. * 6in. 
I2in. x 2in. Square S 6271) 2 aaeee sain a delivered ph d Gutte 
a . San wee rubbed on top and edge per fi | Extra for sizes — ie ape caat war Drop 
Dong front sed Steps, rubbed on top per ft. run 9 0 | 3 in. x 12 in. ere ++ per ton 41 0 0 Stop | 
in. » 6 in. Plain St ¢ 3 in. x 3 in. Segue. UR MRC Angle 
a a ee eps, rubbed to d per ft.cube2 8 Bana Re es 2 hs , 
; J pan ‘front . 0 in. x 3 . eee Ae 4 10 0 Nozzl 
2 in. Sawn Paving — Paving, given sizes _... » 2 2 0 5 in. » ain. 8 in. : < 4h in... ees a i 210 0 Unior 
g, edges squared, in ri per ft. sup. 8 Ne ROARS Ped. in. X 3 in. an ” i 
, in random sizes per yd. sup.2 19 . Py ge in. X 1} in. ove Ly eC 4 0 
- sup.2 in. X 44 in. eed eas ses se ei <2 
ni AOD FRICTEES ie 6% i u ae ee oe Gutt 
slivered Tondon af in, x 43 in. 7 ange , In. ee be, . ae 5 0 e 
ea by road | Qin. x 41 in. X 4 in. TAR *° 6 Drop 
——: made Pantiles and =< Nae or over per 1,000 | in. x : In. 10 in. x 5 in. in X 4 cc x : 2s Stop 
sone og = district ‘i — Tiles from | “Sin. x Tin. 22 in. x 7 in. ce ad Angle 
see —_ Pantiles Berkshire district . , eas 9 8 O 14 in. x 53 = in. x 8 in. 12in. x 8in. id Nozz! 
Hand- aon goy Roman Bridgwater dist sits vee 49 18 O 1Sin. x Sin. 15 - >> 14 in. x 8 in, Unior 
«sor tacegndl ng 64 tiles Berkshire er dice 58 13 6 16 in. x 8 in. 18 ages a sg 16 in. x 6 in. 
chanee the and "64 Staffordshire distric ee 1318 9 SoS 6S ak. ee in. ” “9 
Machine- Sais tip ond Voll tiles per et doz ict eee 42 138 9 | Steel angles average abn xX 64 in. 20 in. » y oe Ito 
NOTE. © ean atetiocking (49S). oe a see 7 A : RS. oe ee in » ne He. Wey AR AS 8 Mild 
ye in transit. purchaser iis Compou soe ach 
purchasers’ responsibility. alti Stanchions _—» Pe “s ose oes bs acs gy” od 10 0 
SLA ompou 2 tte Ae ss oe eeey a cap k HOR? S540 
First md S In Roof asl and Purli ne a ~ » es = 
uality Slates from Penrh Average prices ur ins aye — See ogy ED OO 2 
or full truck loads ee eee carriage | Angle pn odhgenery ¥4 ‘Tinvand bh work. . cox a? OF Sag = 
1,006 actual ate Station. Per | London area a bead gz in. bolts siuiteioas ee Galv 
- S  l | ..percwt. 4 15 20 
32 1 ae _ sin - sist _ a 12417 4 | Mild Steel, Ferro- I ng -CONCRETE BARS 50 = 
90 x 12 - - _ ae ag “ i 103 13 8 Stock { in. diam., and u ars to BSS785 ex London 26 
20 x 10 a _— one eee i oe ea 93 13 6 | } in. diam. a icine : ss Galv 
18 x 10 te eee ee on “ oe 88 9 O i; in. do. Ss . aes “per ton 42 8 6 20 
is x 9 an ove ose aa es oo e279 3 in. do. “es ee a ae extra 470 24 
16 = “ vee ws a - in oo 4 12 9 hin. do. os, 2 FO 26 
8 xe ak is a. . ene 2 14 6 ° eee ae : et 3 ¢ 
elias a sis sbi 49 1 : : a er {12 9 ALL 
Breakage in transit, purchasers’ respo te a8 3 : Tubes to BSS1387 and Bg Sree, Tuees B 
p nsibility. Galvanised Tube— W.Lke gs. List prices and foll § ve 
TIMBER Class A + 74% Fittings Malleable Fi discounts: a 
Sof Class B +- 184 ? Ligh eable Fittings ran 
oftwood— Class \ 9 ight + 323% Mallee 7 OU 
“oi quality E —” a Heavy + 40, Malleable List—324" + 40% | <= 
arcassing quality ... i x. Wharf per standard Class A — 144% ‘ Bid, 
Ses £1 Aa 4% C 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. ~ poh “es £135 ClassB— 24% Saas. arena - 
Hardwood — , an ” £108. ie Class C + 114% Gary : is, 0° Malleable List—32}° Con 
Mao. Hondur S.E. P 0 0 | « : ia +t 274% Io Yo Pr 
Semieens do. ‘on oO. per ft. c Deli ‘ .I. HALF-ROUND Gu C 
é oe . cube ivered Londo oa : Dp GUTTERS orr 
do. En ‘ ese do. tee do. ” Lo Zi : ss 
ot fenuper’: S i eee Sa Gave, Noes Esk Bt 
alnut heinsiee do. . : : : 4 in. ts a 3/8 tn 10 Extr 
. oO. a 1 3 4h in. ae ie ese eee gos 4 9 3/8 , Extri 
0 5 in * see fae tee 5 2) 4/l 1/3 Extr 
5/9 pl i/6 Tubi 
1/10 Tubi 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Gutters Nozzle 
Sin. oP aa 4/44 3/11 
3} in. Ate ae --- 4/10} 3/11 
4in. aes ea aes see we. = 5/44 4/1 
4} in. : esa re w- = 5/94 4/8 
Sin. = 6/44 5/5 
Cl. Ranv- -WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. om Pipe Bends 
2 in. 7/23 3/8 
2} in. x66 ae ae ee a 7/24 4/1 
in. nae we wae <a Fe 8/14 5/2 
3} in. = Poe eee AR Pe 9/3 6/1 
4in. sas eee 10/8 7/4 
L. Cc. Paes Sort Pipes 
din. rr ane nae eae ee 8/24 6/4 
2} in. 5 8/74 7 
Zin. 9/8 7/8 
3} in. 10/10 97 
4in. 12/4 10,8 


Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 


allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 
L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES 


only. 


and tonnage 23 


Bran 


r 


C 


] 
] 
#3 


1 
fe 
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,1 
7/8 
9/3 
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Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 wae lots 
1955, plus 23% 
«<5 per cent. 


o 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per bo _— Branches 
4in. Pre whe ar 1 L i7 h 8 2/6 
6 in. ame one , 2 0 1 33 i 48 6 77/9 
ASBESTOS iii WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 17§ per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths . per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes ar each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ie see a 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse ... fe 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. “ 2/11 3/9 43 5/11 
do. 6in. do. 35 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. wm . per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends.. pan see ed 10 11 1/- 1/2 
Angles... ae ee os 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles... per aes 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips ae a 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS —— ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 44 in. $ in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends .. each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stopends.... eeeiee 9 10 II l 1/2 
Angles eee peohiice 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 43 
Nozzles ae ee 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 43 
Union Clips Mee Wes 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 


Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant aie 
Mild Steel Bars ‘ ua ¢ f 
Mild Steel Hoops 


Per ton basis 


in London 
Ss 


£ d. 
45 7 6 
39 16 6 
41 3 6 


Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge : . : aia 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 
Galvanised flat sheets C.R. 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 
Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) . 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) - — os 
= strip for flashing 99.7 o purity ‘22 SWG (12 
wide) 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32in. x 20SW ... per sheet 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS S Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 312in. x 20SWG ... 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS + Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 31? in. x 20SWG ... ee 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC sim; oh moulding 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 
Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP simple angle 
Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP | in. diam. round 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC I3in.O0/D « 20SWG per 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG 


and C.A.— 


and C.A.— 


per Ib. 


per Ib. 


5? 


60 
64 
69 


Ss. 

8 
18 
18 


9 
19 
4 


19 
9 
14 


ie he | 


d. 
6 
6 
6 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


i ie Bo °8 oe ee) 








243 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
H. 


I 


All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. 1fin. lin. 2im 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron ... 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron . 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48 67/- 93 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron . 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
I} in. 1$in. 2in. Zin. 34in.  4in. 
Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves 31 _ 31 11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
1} x 6b. ¢ 6lb. 2 x 7ib. 3 x 7 1b. 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
screws sae w. 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. Sn sad 77/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ per |b. 3 0 
Tinmen’s “a aaa pe eae aea kad ” 3 8 
Blow pipe... oz eh, ea ee ea z Se 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 403d. per Ib. p! us gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. qd. 
4 in. x 19 gauge eg 12} Total per |b. 53% 
fin. x 19 ,, rae whe 114 a a S13 
i ee ee 93 x & 50} 
l}in. x 18 9 ” ce 493 
Id in. x 18 9 : “i 49% 
2 it: 17 i 103 ” 51g 
Rolled ives diate up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ s. d. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton 347 15 0 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots teenie percwt. 8 1! 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) a m 8 9 9 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) a ae ms 8 8 
BrAss TUBES 
Brass tubes basic einen al ome and manufactur- 
ing extras : wa aes per Ib. 2 8 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ s. @. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and vebianien perton 143 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ee 2 144 10 O 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 146 0 O 
do. over 4 in. dia. : ; 148 0 O 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe i146 0 O 
Extras over Basis for quantities under | ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ce ae per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. one wee ia aa pe 4+ 0 
lewt. do. 3 cwt. ay aa usa aa 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than bas'!s 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered 0a Site per ton 7 1 } 
do. White do. do. pte te 7 i9 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aa a 716 9 
do. Fine do. do. te 2 8 4+ 9 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads du we ca pa 6 4 
Hydrated Lime do. 512 6 
Lump Lime do. + 2 °0 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads 1019 6 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 10 14 O 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads a ? ; 
Hair < .-- percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 3 
1,200 yds. é a ae i a ~ 2 23 
Do. Insulating do. #2 in. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ce «ss ©6per yd. 2 113 
1,200 yds... eats ve ae 2 103 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., 3 in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site... aa “as ane ‘g 2 64 
1200 yds: ... ae os 2 53 
Do. Insulating do. fin. thick 600 yds. ‘and over 
in one delivery. Deliveredsite  ... a 3 2} 
1,200 yds. a 3 1} 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
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Per ft. Super 
+ sag: Sea ne ™ b34 a snail, : > . 4 in. Figured Bolied and Cathedral, Standard pontoons o¢. 
Washable Distemper est Ss eae me 5 5 0 d Standard i : 9 
Gloss Paint = pergal. 210 0 a ese Ti ae 1 44 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . See . percwt, 3 17 0 4 og Srastios mee e, Reed d, “‘eedive d 2-9 
Leap Propucts AND OILs ; Luminating - , ly ean 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 0 } in. Wired Cast a “i 1 1 
— Red bent Det 1-19 gal. ots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 3. 2)°0 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ; it 
enuine Red Lea ry, 1 cwt. keg ercwt. 619 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ae 211 0 — ee x — Each 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 a4 fe x 3h 29 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 14 0 P.B32 73 . 7h x 33 _ a 2 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) — do. : 14 6 Radised C eB he g in. : : 42 
Seen . iuse orner Blocks to match up with— 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... si 5 6} P. 5-964 3 £3; a 2 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ee 4 8} PB 32 6 9 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior i 6 10 : 6 9 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... ae a a 8 } in. Polished Plate Gk: lass, G. G. Quite Per ft. super 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. ceiedl per |b. 1 6 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. see 37 
White Lining Paper “ per piece 1 0 a» 9 9 Fs “4 sup. 45 
” ” . it. sup. 5 1 
VARNISHES, etc. mo» » 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
aaineedilonden area. | in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, ,i.e., plates oicaiian 100 f ft. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside per gal. i 2-6 se = or 160 in. one 4 paling in, ‘both ways. G.G. quality 
Oak Pale Copal Aa a 118 0 aoe 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one way or 135 in. ‘ 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside a 200 % = ck “25 S a 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. . 9 27 0 30 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto Hy 
at Ws . > ot exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto : 
Eggshell F' * 7 — a > =< | Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. ms 
Finest Carriage a 210 O 
Front Door Varnish be 200 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Japan Gold Size 3 1 i226 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
- oncleee sg . : = ; The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
Berlin Black : 15 0 | pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Terebene ‘5 es eae ae Minimum Per ft. sup, 
Knotting (1 gal, “bottles free)... 55 2 2 09 | Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 118 0 | 18 0z. sheet O.Q . 3,000 4h 
| oy Se a ; 7 
GLASS | 320z. "3000 104 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super | 4 in. Rolled Plate ee --- 5,000 vi’ 
5.0: | $ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing meeey Cut Sizes 5% | Patterns, White ,000 1h 
26 oz. ns | in. Bf mer Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
08 at i “ * % | and Spotlyte.. ,000 
a i Te | fs in. and ¢ in. Rolled Plate or t Rough Cast 2,000 . 
rf Ag “Rolled Plate 9 + in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. : 2,000 ll 
ds in. and } in. Rough Cast . 7 8 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 0 





FOREST PRODUCTS 
RESEARCH 


Work Carried out During 1954 


OREST Products Research, 1954,” pub- 
lished recently by HMSO for DSIR 
(price 3s. 6d.), gives details of the work 
carried out during the year at the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory, Princes 
Risborough. 

There has been no significant change in the 
scope and nature of the work of the labora- 
tory during the year. There has been a 
decrease in the emphasis on the testing and 
assessment of new colonial timbers and 
more time has been devoted to the exami- 
nation of various species of home-grown 
timbers in co-operation with the Forestry 
Commission. 

The Forest Products Research Board 
emphasises the need for an increase in the 
amount of fundamental investigation being 
done at the laboratory when effort can be 
spared from the very exacting demands of 
routine testing and the advisory activities 
which are undertaken in every section. 

Kiln Seasoning: In continuation of its 
work on the technique of drying at high 
temperatures the laboratory has carried out 
tests on Douglas fir, oak, balsa and African 
mahogany. Both the oak and the balsa were 
seriously degraded at temperatures above 
boiling point, but the Douglas fir behaved 
satisfactorily. The degree of collapse 
brought about in African mahogany was 
such that, when the effect of high tempera- 
ture on the deterioration of the kiln itself 
was taken into account, the saving achieved 





by the use of high temperatures to reduce 
drying time was largely offset. 

Strength of Nailed Joints: A_ series of 
tests on timber joints made with round wire 
nails has been completed. They were carried 
out on three-member joints in which the 
total thickness of members is equal to the 
length of the nails used and to two-member 
joints in which the total thickness of mem- 
bers is equal to or greater than the length 
of the nails used. Further tests are being 
made to assess the relationship between 
density and strength and stiffness of the 
timber in nailed joints. 


Wood-cutting Tools: An investigation of 
the blunting of wood-cutting tools has in- 
cluded the study of the change in shape and 
condition of cutting edges of various mate- 
rials brought about by the properties of the 
timber being cut and by other factors. 

There is a great difference in the behaviour 
of cutting edges of these materials and tests 
have shown the importance of using the 
correct sharpness angle, particularly with 
hard-tipped tools. Minute nicks in_ the 
cutting edge caused during the grinding, 
honing or lapping of the tool have been 
found to be points where extra load is im- 
posed and blunting originates. 

The ideal cutting edge is a straight line 
junction of two perfectly smooth surfaces, 
and extended edge life was obtained when 
the cutter faces were given a superfine finish. 
It was found during study of the lapping 
process that scratching of the lapped surface 
near the extreme edge could be practically 
obviated by using only a trailing action 
during contact. 


House Longhorn Beetle: The house long- 
horn beetle is of importance as a possible 
serious menace to softwood _ structural 
timbers. In Continental countries it is well 
established and does considerable damage, 
and since the discovery of infestation by this 
beetle in Surrey a few years ago the labora- 
tory has been studying its life-history. 

Information has now been obtained on the 
breeding habits of the beetle in this country 
and on its nutritional needs. Further experi- 
ments are being made to determine whether 
the house longhorn beetle does, as has been 
stated, attack hardwoods as well as soft- 
woods, and it has been found that the larve 
can live for some time in oak sapwood under 
laboratory conditions. 

Fibreboards from Colonial Timbers: 
Satisfactory hardboards have been made 
from four commercial timber species from 
Malaya. Some of them qualified as super 
hardboard in regard to their strength and 
water resistance, without receiving any 
special treatment other than the heat treat- 
ment that is now common practice in the 
industry. 

Boards which were made from a mixture 
of chips of the four timbers in the propor- 
tions found in Malayan sawmill waste are 
good in appearance and have the best 
characteristics of hardboards made from the 
individual species. Thus it should be 
possible to produce satisfactory boards from 
mixed species of hardwoods, an important 
finding in view of the heterogeneous nature 
of tropical forests. 

Satisfactory hardboards 
made from African pencil cedar. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


WELDING IN THE USA 


A report made by the team of experts sent 
py the International Institute of Welding in 
1953 to study welding practice and research 
in the United States has been published by 
the Organisation for European Economic 
Co-operation in the form of a_ booklet, 
entitled “ Welding Techniques and Uses in 
the USA.” Copies, price 7s., from the 
Stationery Office. 

CONFERENCE ON DOCK DELAYS 

A proposal to convene a meeting of inter- 
ested parties to consider the serious situation 
arising from delays caused to road trans- 
port at docks was accepted by the National 
Executive Committee of the Road Haulage 
Association on July 27. Representatives of 
trade and industry, Chambers of Trade and 
Commerce, Wharfingers and Shipping and 
Forwarding Agents, are to be invited to 
the meeting. The Executive Committee 
heard evidence of delays sometimes lasting 
several days caused by inadequate roadway 
and warehousing facilities, lack of organisa- 
tion to spread deliveries to a ship over a 
period, and insufficient labour. 


SECOND-HAND HOUSE PRICES 


The rise in second-hand house prices has 
continued in the first quarter of 1955, 
according to indices and estimates of house 
prices and house building costs published 
by the Co-operative Permanent Building 
Society. At June 30, prices generally were 
about 3 per cent. above the level ruling a 
year previously. Meantime, there appears 
to be no prospect of a break in the per- 
sistent rise in house building costs. 


RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES 


Lancashire County Council agreed on 
July 28 that building firms on their list should 
be asked to give an undertaking that they will! 
Not operate with price rings. 


SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 


The National Joint Apprenticeship Board 
for the Building Industry, at a meeting on 
July 26, confirmed their first direct award of 
scholarships for Higher National Diploma 
courses to the following registered appren- 
tices: M. R. Smith (mason employed by 
South Western Stone Co., Ltd., Portland, 
Dorset); and P. M. Griffin (carpenter and 
joiner employed by Ricardo, Ltd., Dorches- 
ter, Dorset). A further scholarship for a 
Higher National Diploma course, sponsored 
by the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers, 
was awarded to P. Pearce (plasterer em- 
ployed by Geo. Pearce, Oldham). 


BUILDING IN POLAND 


By the end of the current year in Poland, 
18,500 dwellings, or 16 per cent. of the 
total built during the year, will have been 
Put up with the aid of industrial construc- 
tion methods. The new town of Nowa 
Huta is the centre of intensive prefabricated 
building, with 70 per cent. of its house 





construction this year done by _ these 
methods, though other towns are also 
making good use of prefabrication. In the 


capital, the Praga II housing site is domin- 
ated by a multi-storey block of flats 
cntirely built from prefabricated elements. 
Important developments in this field are 
also going on at Nowa Tychy, Czestochwa, 


THE BUILDER 


Stalinogrod, Wroclaw, Gdansk, and Lodz. 
Present research in building techniques will 
make for increased use of reinforced con- 
crete. Recently a seven-storey block of 
flats in this material was erected in 70 days. 


INDUSTRIAL INJURY ADVISERS 


Mr. Osbert Peake, Minister of Pensions 
and National Insurance, has appointed Mr. 
Norman J. Campbell, director of the 
National Paint Federation, to be a member 
of the industrial injuries advisory council. 
The council advises the Minister on pro- 
posals for regulations and on other matters 
referred to it by him. 

LEJMA MEETING 

At a recent meeting of the council of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association. 
with the president, Lieut.-Col. S. R. Sharp. 
JP, in the chair, the following, among other 
matters of interest to the trade, were dis- 
cussed: Proposed new railway charges, sug- 
gested recommendations on __ standard 
methods of measurement, conditions of con- 
tract, the work of the Modular Society and a 
report of the meeting of the joint committee 
with the TTE on the question of imported 
softwood. 


ELECTRICAL SCHOLARSHIP 

The Apprenticeship and Training Council 
for the Electrical Contracting Industry have 
awarded a scholarship for 1955 to Derek 
Howe of Oldham, Lancs, twenty-year-old 
student at Oldham Municipal Technical 
College, who is an apprentice registered with 
the Council. The scholarship, worth about 
£750, is tenable for a three-year degree 
course at a university or for a Higher 
National Diploma course at a_ technical 
college, and covers fees, examination ex- 
penses and a maintenance allowance. 


ECONOMY BY CARE 


Greater care by builders and contractors 
on municipal estates would save a con- 
siderable amount of money, Coun. E. J. 
Broughton said at the meeting on July 25 
of Stourbridge Borough Council. He said 
that on the Pedmore Fields estate one tenant 
had dug from his front garden five bags 
containing cement, 50 new red tiles, 100 
new bricks and 15 scaffolding clips. If these 
things could be prevented it could be a lot 
cheaper for this and other councils, Coun. 
Broughton added. It was not only the fault 
of the contractor, but the workmen were 
very much to blame. 


LEADWORK PERIODICAL 


The third number of the periodical review 
Leadwork for Plumbers, published by the 
Lead Sheet and Pipe Council, contains an 
illustrated article describing the new roof 
for the Guildhall in the City of London, 
completed last year. The architects were 
Sir Giles Scott, Son and Partner, and for 
the main roof covering, Collyweston stone 
slabs have been used. The leadwork, which 
includes a lead-covered hexagonal fléche as 
well as the guttering, was carried out by 
Trollope and Colls, Ltd., the cast orna- 
mental lead being supplied and fixed by 
Cashmore Art Workers, Ltd. Leadwork for 
Plumbers, which also contains articles on 
lead filter tanks and pipework carried out 
at Bristol, can be obtained from the Lead 
Sheet and Pipe Council, Eagle House, 
Jermyn-street, SW1. 
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ASPHALT SURFACING ON 
CONCRETE ROADS 


Recommended Practice 


(PPHE Asphalt Roads Association, in con- 

junction with the Cement and Concrete 
Association, recently carried out an investi- 
gation to determine the most suitable design 
for road construction when employing 
asphalt surfacing on a concrete base. Dur- 
ing the course of this investigation a survey 
was carried out on existing roads surfaced 
with hot rolled asphalt, in order to compare 
the effects on performance of varying thick- 
nesses of asphalt on different types of con- 
crete base. 

The results of these investigations show 
that a continuously reinforced concrete slab 
without expansion or contraction joints is 
more suitable as a concrete base for hot 
rolled asphalt than other types of slab, for 
the following reasons: 

(1) The presence of reinforcement, and 
the absence of joints in the slab, ensure 
that there is no relative vertical movement 
between adjacent points of the slabs which 
might cause the surfacing to crack; 

(2) This investigation has confirmed ex- 
perience that if the reinforced concrete 
base develops cracks these are small and 
are unlikely to’ be reproduced in the sur- 
facing; 

(3) continuously reinforced concrete is 
an economical form of construction, as it 
allows a minimum thickness of concrete 
to be Jaid, and delays due to joint construc- 
tion are eliminated. 

It is recommended that the design and 
construction of a concrete base for asphalt 
surfacing should follow normal reinforced 
concrete road technique. Construction 
joints should have the reinforcement carried 
through and on a poor soil it may be advis- 
able to include tie bars or extra reinforce- 
ment as additional insurance against opening 
and relative vertical movement. The tie bars 
should always be provided in longitudinal 
joints. 

The greater the thickness of the asphalt 
surfacing, the better will be the performance 
of the base. This is because warping stresses 
in the concrete due to variation in tempera- 
ture through the depth of the slab are 
progressively reduced as the thickness of the 
surfacing is increased. 

The possibility that the omission of ex- 
pansion joints might lead to a compression 
failure in the concrete ‘base during hot 
weather has been carefully considered, but if 
the recommendations given here are adopted 
the risk is so small that it can be disregarded. 

Although satisfactory results have been 
obtained with asphalt surfacing 14 in. 
thick it is recommended that such surfacing 
should be not less than 2 in. in thickness. 
When heavy dense traffic is to be anticipated 
it is recommended that the asphalt construc- 
tion should be in two coats: a 2 in. base 
coat, and a 14 in. wearing surface, both in 
accordance with the current edition of 
BS594. 

BUILDING COURSES 

A prospectus has recently been issued 
giving details of the various courses avail- 
able for the session 1955-56 held in the 
Building Department of the South-East 
London Technical College, Lewisham Way, 
SE4. 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN EGYPT, 
SUDAN AND ETHIOPIA 


UK Trade Mission's Report 


NTERESTING trade _ possibilities, but 
keen competition, are reported by the 
UK Trade Mission which visited Egypt, the 
Sudan and Ethiopia in February, and whose 
report was published on July 27 (HMSO, 
price 6s.)* with a foreword by the President 
of the Board of Trade. 

The mission were asked by the President 
to carry a message of good will to the coun- 
tries they were to visit; to study their 
requirements; to report on the ways in which 
British industry and commerce could asssist 
in their development; and to indicate the 
opportunities open to the UK to expand 
trade with them. In submitting their report 
to the President, the mission say that they 
were glad to find that possibilities for in- 
creasing trade seemed to be considerable; and 
express the hope that their report will help 
to make the plans and prospects of those 
countries better known in the UK and result 
in closer collaboration with them in the com- 
mercial field. ; 

The mission say that their tour was an ex- 
tremely valuable experience, and_ that 
they found it most illuminating to study at 
first hand the great changes which have taken 
place in the last few years in Egypt and the 
Sudan, and to make better acquaintance with 
the Empire of Ethiopia. They believe these 
countries offer interesting markets for the 
British manufacturer or professional techni- 
cian with varying, but considerable possi- 
bilities. They will repay careful study but 
should in no case be taken for granted, for in 
all of them competition is keen. Our com- 
petitors see, in the shifting political scene, 
opportunities to oust the UK from her tra- 
ditional place as the major supplier to both 
Egypt and the Sudan, while Ethiopia is an 
open market in which British goods have 
yet to win special recognition. The mission 
are, nevertheless, convinced that if UK ex- 
porters are willing to devote a little extra 
effort and thought to the changing pattern 
of the requirements of these countries, they 
are well placed to maintain a satisfactory 
volume of business with them. 


THE ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 

The report contains brief reviews of the 
general economic background in each of the 
three countries, of their import and export 
trade, and of their budgetary and foreign 
exchange positions. It includes sections on 
agricultural developments, the growth of 
local industries, plans for the improvement 
of basic services and the expansion of social 
services, the scope for consultants and build- 
ing and civil engineering contractors, and 
the market for consumer goods; and com- 
ments on special difficulties encountered by 
UK firms trading in these countries, with 
particular reference to Government con- 
tracts; on their sales promotion technique; 
and on prices, deliveries, credit terms, pack- 
ing and similar points. Notes on the market 
prospects for a wide range of commodities 
are appended, also a coloured contour map 
of the area covered by the mission on its 
tour, and statistical tables giving balance of 
payment figures, and showing the compara- 








* QObtainable from HM Stationery Office, King: 
way, London, WC2, and branches, price 6s. (by post 
6s. 4d.) 
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tive position of the UK in each market, both 
as a supplier and as a customer, with details 
of the principal commodities. 

On their return, the mission discussed 
their findings with the principal trade asso- 
ciations and other bodies whom they had 
seen before they left. They hope that those 
discussions, together with their report, as well 
as stimulating interest in these markets will 
succeed in persuading British firms that the 
first and most important requirement is for 
them to study cénditions in them for them- 
selves. 

The members of the mission were: Mr. 
G. C. R. Eley (leader); Mr. T. A. L. Paton 


(deputy leader); Mr. A. W. Berry; Mr. 
A. E. J. Gawler; Mr. Maurice Laing; Mr. 
J. F. Perry; Mr. G. Phillips; Colonel 


R. E. M. Pratt; Mr. P. G. G. Salkeld; and 
Mr. J. C. Tremayne. 


REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
ROAD USER 


Town Planning Institute Talk 


PPPHE requirements of the road user ‘was 

the subject of a lecture by Major 
R. A. B. SmitH, MC., AMICE, MiInstT, 
given at the Town Planning Institute on 
Thursday, May 19. Major Smith sug- 
gested that in the design and layout of roads 
much could be done immediately to relieve 
the motorist of unnecessary responsibilities 
and reduce thereby the major causes, both 
physical and psychological, of accidents. 
We give the following conclusions with 
which the speaker rounded off his 
remarks : — 

1. Improvements in all their forms to 
roads in populated areas. 2. Improvements 
especially at road junctions and dangerous 
bends on the main roads and the comple- 
tion of schemes already started. 3. By- 
passes, certain of which should be designed 
to be incorporated into motorways. 4. 
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Bridges, and bridge widenings, especially 


those which will offer more 
transport by avoiding delays. 
ways. 

Although motorways are mentioned |agt, 
it is not suggested that they should be 
started last, but rather that out of the money 
made available at the present time the pre. 
vious items should have a higher share. 

It cannot be denied that, if the first three 
were handled energetically, one could 
safely expect a considerable reduction jp 
road accidents and an improved flow of 
traffic. 

It has not been possible to include all the 
minor improvements in the design of road 
for which road users press from time to 
time, but an endeavour has been made to 
encompass all those which require imme. 
diate and general attention. Much more 
could be done were the money made 
available. 

It is precisely for that reason that road 
users are pressing for a new set-up. They 
look with envy at the electrical, gas, water 
and coal authorities with their power to get 
on with the job. All the work they are 
doing is for the benefit of future generations 
as well as the present, and the finance js 
arranged accordingly and not subject to 
political considerations which must influence 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

We have reached a stage when near traffic 
stagnation is in sight both in our large 
towns and on the open road. This means 
higher transport costs, and consumers of 
our goods both at home and abroad have to 
pay more, the commercial traveller pays a 
fewer number of calls per day and the cost 
of running his car mounts appreciably: in 
fact, the general economy is being affected. 
There are just claims for a reduction in 
motor taxation which must be met and yet a 
greater expenditure on roads is an equal 


economical 
aS Motor. 


necessity. 
This is not an_ insoluble problem; 
it means that some of the _ burden 


must be carried by our descendants, and 
that the road works must be carried out 
under a system of long-term loans. The 
essential thing is that the programme should 
be started more vigorously than at present 
contemplated, and then kept up at an even 
tempo for several years until the back of 
the problem is broken. This means a High- 
way Board with powers to raise finance 
with a Government guarantee. 


HOUSING AT BEWDLEY 
Prefabs for the First Time 


BEWDLEY Town Council has decided to 
build prefabricated dwellings to speed its 
housing programme. In the past the town 
has refused to build other than traditional 
houses. 

The decision was taken by Bewdley Town 
Council on July 25 when it adopted the 
recommendation of its Housing and Build- 
ings Committee to build some non-tradi- 
tional houses on its large estate at Spring: 
hill. The chairman of the committee, 
COUNCILLOR E. J. Fincu, said he thought the 
town had been quite right in the past in 
keeping to its policy of traditional houses 
only but the committee had been dis- 
appointed at the rate of progress on the 
building of 106 houses at Springhill. It had 
decided on the innovation to make up for 
lost time. 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 


* BAHAMAS.—It is understood that work 
pean in July in connection with the 
transfer of the Colony’s airport from Oakes 
Field to Windsor Field, the former wartime 
base, Which will provide an airport capable 
of serving all types of civil aircraft, including 
jets. The cost is estimated at £432,220. The 
terminal buildings will account for the major 
part of the cost. 

A group of American businessmen plan to 
construct a deep-water harbour with free 
port facilities and a big industrial centre in 
Grand Bahama. According to press reports, 
the scheme would be undertaken by the 
Grand Bahama Port Authority, Ltd., and the 
construction work would include, in addition 
to the deep-sea port, roads, bridges, a school, 
hospital, houses, recreational] facilities, etc. 
The promoters expect that a number of 
heavy industrial concerns would be attracted 
by the advantages of a free port and say that 
plans are already being made for large-scale 
oil bunkering and the manufacture of lime, 
cement and wallboard. 

According to a press report Dr. Axel 
Wenner-Gren, Swedish-born millionaire in- 
dustrialist, plans to develop Hog Island, 
which is a small island a few hundred yards 
off Nassau. The scheme includes a 56-room 
hotel, luxury cottages, restaurant and bar. 


BRAZIL.—The German firm of Osram 
GMBH has established in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
the fim of “Osram do Brasil Cia. do 
Lampadas Electricas ” and they propose set- 
ting up a factory for the production of elec- 
tric lamps. ... A Bill has been forwarded 
to Congress to authorise the construction of 
a southern trunk railway line linking Sao 
Paulo with Porto Alegre. The line will be 
some 1,500 km. long and it is hoped that the 
complete line will be finished within the 
course of the next six years. . . . Port facili- 
ties in Santos are to be developed by 
“Petrobras” and construction is to be 
undertaken to enable large fuel tankers to 
unload. 


“BRITISH EAST AFRICA.—The United 
Kingdom’s £80m. Colonial Development 
and Welfare Fund allocation for the next 
five years, announced on May 3, included 
f5Sm. for Kenya, £4m. for Tanganyika, 
£500,000 for Uganda and £100,000 for Zanzi- 
bar. All but £1m. of the grant to Kenya will 
be devoted to the improvement of African 
agriculture under the Swynnerton Plan and 
the balance will be used to finance schemes 
under the development programme, in which 
there is an estimated gap of more than £2m., 
and further projects which may be announced 





to cover the period up to 1960. Departments 
in Tanganyika are preparing a five-year de- 
velopment plan based on their £4m. grant 
and this is expected to include a substantial 
sum for water development; the grant is 
additional to the amount of £14m. being 
given to the Tanganyika Agricultural Cor- 
Poration. The Uganda grant will be put 
towards the Protectorate’s five-year capital 
development plan. It is anticipated that 
Nairobi City Council’s current Sasuma Dam 
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scheme, to be completed in 1956, will meet 
requirements up to 1960, but that further ex- 
tensions of this scheme will be necessary to 
meet a demand which will have doubled by 
1970. . . . It was announced in May that as 
part of their £23m. development plan for the 
years 1954 to 1957, the Kenya Government 
had entered into an agreement with a local 
company to build 100 houses in Nairobi to 
be let to Government for a period of 12 
years for occupation by civil servants. The 
cost of the houses is understood to 
approach £}m. 

The Municipal Board of Mombasa have 
issued a call for tenders for the extension of 
the municipal offices and the erection of a 
council chamber, . . . It is understood that 
tenders are to be invited shortly for the erec- 
tion and completion of a new municipal 
maternity hospital in the town. . . . Work 
has now begun on the second phase of the 
Tanga Port Development Scheme, which in- 
volves the rehabilitation of the old wharf and 
the construction of three stub-head jetties. 
The work should be completed by the end of 
the year. 


CUBA.—Projects are being studied for 
the construction of a new shipping terminal 
in Havana Bay, a dry-dock, some new 
wharves, and possibly a short canal cutting 
across the peninsula on the east of the 
bay. . . . The Texas Oil Co. have announced 
plans to build a refinery in Cuba. The 
Shell Co. has similar construction plans for 
the development of Cuba’s oil potential. 

The Government’s roadmaking pro- 
gramme is advancing rapidly. The Road 
Making Commission have said that they 
would welcome details of roadmaking equip- 
ment which can be supplied from the United 
Kingdom. 

*JAMAICA.—It has been announced that 
a new company, Caribbean Chemical Co., 
Ltd., plan to start work within the next two 
or three months on the construction of a 
factory at a cost of about £2m. for the pro- 
duction of soda ash. They hope to complete 
it within 18 months and to produce at the 
rate of 125 tons a day, not only for local 
consumption but also for export. There is 
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lary plants costing another £2m. for the 
manufacture of glass bottles and paper... . 
It is reported that the Government are con- 
sidering plans for the modernisation: of 
Kingston’s sewage disposal system. 


MARINE DRIVE, ACCRA 


*The following is an extract from the 
“Gold Coast Gazette” No. 64 of July 9, 
1955: 

“The Accra Municipal Council propose 
shortly to call for tenders from contractors 
registered in categories (a) and (b) Roads 
and Civil Engineering works, Class A (vide 
Gazette Notice No. 2029 of October 10, 
1953) for the construction and completion 
by September 30, 1956, of the following 
works in connection with a Marine Drive, 
Accra: 

“(a) Approximately 14 miles of first-class 
road. (b) Parking areas, lay-bys, walkways, 
street lighting. (c) Drainage works.  (d) 
Culverts and bridges. (e) Landscaping. (f) 
Horticultural and aboricultural planting. 
(g) Remodelling of sporting facilities: (h) 
Minor demolitions. (i) Minor buildings. 

“The works lie within the area bounded 
by Christiansborg-road and the sea, between 
the Supreme Court and Christiansborg 
Castle. 

“Contractors will be expected to submit a 
tender for the whole of the works. Prefer- 
ence will be given, when selecting the suc- 
cessful tenderer, to a contractor with ability 
to complete the whole of the works by 
September 30, 1956, and to this end a bonus 
clause will be inserted in the contract. 

“ Suitably qualified contractors who might 
be interested in tendering for these works 
are invited to communicate with the Engi- 
neer-in-Chief, Sir William Halcrow and 
Partners, MM.ICE, P.O. Box 2311, Accra, 
Gold Coast, giving particulars of key per- 
sonnel and plant available. A. David Owen, 
Town Engineer, Accra Municipal Council.” 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref.: 
ESB/15511/55. 


AN INDUSTRIAL CINEMAGAZINE 


Further co-operation between industry 
and government in the interests of export 
promotion and British industrial prestige 
abroad is announced by a committee on 
which sit representatives of the Federation 
of British Industries, the Board of Trade 
and the Central Office of Information. 

The COI is to produce a regular Indus- 
trial CineMagazine, in which stories about 
British industry will be carried to important 
export markets. Each issue of this film 
magazine will contain three or four items, 
and a firm or association whose product is 
featured will meet the cost of filming its 
story. In return the government depart- 
ments concerned will pay for foreign lan- 
guage versions, for copies, and for distribu- 
tion overseas. The main distribution will 
be made in the United States, Latin 
America, Western Germany, and the Com- 
monwealth. 

The CineMagazine is to be made in series- 
style in order to interest TV markets in 
USA, Canada, and Latin America; but it 
will also be suitable for cinema showings 
in all territories, and for specialised show- 
ings, for instance at gatherings promoted 
by a company’s local agent in consultation 
with the commercial attaché of an embassy 
or legation. 
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The Cumbernauld Project 


] [[R. JAMES STUART, Secretary of State 
for Scotland, published on July 27 the 
draft of an Order under the New Towns 
- Act, 1946, designating about 4,150 acres in 
the parish of Cumbernauld; Dumbarton- 
shire, as the site of a proposed new town 
to accommodate about 50,000 people. 
(Brief details of this scheme were given in 
our issue of July 29). 

The Order was accompanied by a map 
and a brief explanatory statement signed by 
Mr. H. R. Smith, Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland, saying that 
the intention was that the new town should 
be developed with special regard to its 
assisting in the relief of the congestion in 
Glasgow. Of the total population of the 
order of 50,000 (when fully developed), 
some 40,000 may be nominated to houses 
by Glasgow Corporation, under agreed 
arrangements. 

It was proposed, Mr. Smith added, that 
the new town would be a balanced com- 
munity—i.e., with appropriate provision for 
industry, residential units, an administrative, 
commercial, and shopping centre and with 
land set apart for recreational facilities and 
open spaces. 

Copies of the draft Order and map are 
available for inspection by the public at 
the district council office, Cumbernauld, the 
county council office, Dumbarton, the town 
clerk’s office, Glasgow, and the Department 
of Health for Scotland, Queen-street, Edin- 
burgh. 

Assuming that the Order is finally made, 
the planning and development of the new 
town will be undertaken by a development 
corporation to be appointed by the Secre- 
tary of State. 

Broadly speaking, the area to be desig- 
nated is contained by the Glasgow-Stirling 
road (A80) from Condorrat to Cumbernauld 
and the Glasgow-Larbert railway line, with 
the addition of some land to the east of the 
railway. It includes the existing villages of 
Cumbernauld and Condorrat, and the 
southern boundary is the Luggie Water (the 
boundary between Dunbartonshire and 
Lanarkshire). 


Tendering for Housing 


THE principles which should normally be 
followed in taking tenders and in draw- 
ing up specifications and schedules ef 
quantities for local authority house build- 
ing are set out in Part 5 of ‘the Scottish 
Housing Handbook, now issued to local 
authorities by the Department of Health for 
Scotland (HMSO, price 1s. 6d.). 

Part 5 of the handbook contains informa- 


tion about various aspects of tendering 
procedure, statutory requirement in con- 
ditions of contract, price variations in 


tenders, and the preparation of specifica- 
tions and schedules of quantities. A general 
specification—replacing the Department’s 
pre-war “General Specifications for State- 
aided Housing ’—forms appendix I to this 
part of the handbook. This general speci- 
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fication is not exhaustive, its purpose being 
to assist local authorities and their technical 
advisers by indicating generally types of 
materials and standards of workmanship and 
efficiency appropriate to the normal local 
authority house. 

To ensure an appropriate standard of 
materials and workmanship this part of the 
handbook recommends that specifications 
and schedules of quantities should, wherever 
possible, refer to the appropriate British 
Standard Specifications and Codes of Prac- 
tice. Appendix II lists the British Standards 
and Codes of Practice suitable for housing 
work. 

Other parts of the Scottish Housing 
Handbook, dealing with siting and layout 
of houses, roads and services, house design 
and equipment and administrative pro- 
cedure, have already been issued. 


Brick Sales Record 


SaLEsS of Scottish bricks during June 
reached the peak monthly figure of 78 m., 
about seven m. more than in the previous 
best month, October, 1953. The produc- 
tion during June was 66 m. Although 
sales this summer have been much higher 
than last year—probably due to the better 
weather—there are still adequate stocks of 
bricks at the brickworks. 


Clyde Tunnel Completed 


Tue driving of a tunnel under the river 
Clyde between Whiteinch and Shieldhall to 
carry water mains has been completed. 

Estimated to cost £350,000 the contract has 
entailed the sinking of two shafts, 100 ft. 
deep, and the driving of a tunnel, 12 ft. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
LLOWING are rates of wags 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotlang 
including the islands of Orkney 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3g, 54d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
Ss. d, 

Ist 25 44 0 
2nd . 334 3 8 
3rd 50 88 0 
4th : 66} 117 4 
5th : TS 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft onerations (at end of 5, 4 





probationary period) 3 5 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) is ee 








—. 


in diameter, 50 ft. under the river bed. Th: 
shafts and tunnel are designed to carry typ 
36 in. steel water mains, but meanwhile on\ 
one main is to be laid, and this work j 
expected to be finished in about four month; 

This will be the final section of the ney 
West Main from the Milngavie reservoir. 
serving the new housing scheme at Dru. 
chapel and augmenting the water supply t 
the south-western areas, including Crooksto 
and Hillington. The new main is estimated 
to cost about £1m., including the tunn¢ 
under the river. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dunbartonshire.—Plans have been prepared by 
their own staff of architects for an extension to ther 
shipbuilding works (est. cost £56,500), for John Brow 
& Co., Ltd., Clydebank. : 

East Kilbride.—Plans are in hand for a compre. 
hensive housing scheme at the Calderwood develop 
ment site 3. Architect: Frank Scott (L), Torrenx 
House, East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for th 
Archdiocese of Glasgow for new church halls at th 
Garthamlock development area. Architect: A 
Buchanan Campbell (F), 128, Elderslie-st., Glasgow 

Glasgow,—Plans have been prepared by _ thei 
architects for additions and alterations for Radio 
Rentals (Scotland), Ltd., Renfrew-chbrs., to be ca- 
ried out at Bothwell-st. These being by Chief 
Architect, Radio Rentals, Ltd,, 70, Wigmores 
WCl 


Glasgow.—Additions, etc., for A. Golberg & Sons, 
Ltd., warehousemen, at The Candleriggs, have been 
approved. Architect: Edward W. Watson (F), 2 
Alma-st., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—New towers for the South-west of Sco 
land Electricity Board are to be erected on the Wes 
Ground at Balmore-rd., Possilpark, from_ plans }j 
the Board’s own engineers, 168, Broomhill-rd., Ke- 
vinside, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for scheme 
for Lawson & Co,, Ltd., general warehousemen, fo 
alterations and additions, including lift, etc., 8 
Argyll-st., Anderston, Architects, James Taylor 
Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders, (F&A), 212, Bath 
st., Glasgow. ' 

Greenock.—Plans are in the hands of their ow 
designers for new office buildings for Messrs. Scotts 
Shipbuilding & Engineering Co., Ltd., at Greenot 
Foundry. a 

Greenock.—Plans are in hand for new Provides 
Bank at East Hamilton-st. Architects: Frank Bume 
& Boston & James Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Gls 


gow. 

Hawick.—Plans for extensions to the _Rodet 
Woollen Mills, by their architects, have received te 
tative approval of Council, for Robert Pringle 
Son, Ltd., manufacturers, Walters Wynd, Hawick 

Kincardineshire.—Plans for new classrooms  (és' 
mated cost £26,000) at Mackies Academy, Kin 








dine, have been approved, Council A: Alister Sw: 
rock (F), County-bldgs., Stonehaven. ; 

inverness-shire,—Plans are in the hands of tt 
Property and Works Committee for new classroom 
(est. cost, £40,000) at Balneith Protestant Prime 
School. County A: Col. Alexander Cullen 
County-bldgs., Inverness Castle, Inverness. | |. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for the reopening 
the Greentore colliery, and the erection of s% 


colliery buildings at Greengairs by the NCB, * 
Robertson-st., Broomielaw, Glasgow. : 
Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for reopen 


Catholic primary school buildings at Burnfoot-tt. 
Airdrie. | County Education A: WiHiam R. ™! 
(F), County Offices, Albert-st., MotherwellWishi 
Stirlingshire.—Plans are in hand for new pe 
church halls at Hillfoot, Bannockburn, Stirling, *) 
the Church of Scotland, George-st., Edinburgh, 
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August 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
ad Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Ideal Properties, Ltd. (551058.) Regd. June 23, 


1955, 160, Piccadilly, W1. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
4100. Dir: W. R. J. Peacock. pion 
Henry & Livingston, Ltd. (551143.) Regd. June 
95, 1955. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs. to 


te appointed by subs. Sub.: R. J. Livingston, 45, The 
Ridgeway, Ruislip. 

Joseph Kennedy, Ltd. (551179.) Regd. June 25, 
1955. 21, Winston-st., South Shields. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: D. M. Marshall. 


R. & D. Barton, Ltd. (551246.) Regd. June 28 
955. 51/3, Highst., Epsom. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
ap.; £9,000. Dir.: D. J. Barton. ais _ 

§, Hainsworth, Ltd. (551427.) Regd. July 1, 


1955. 24, Boundary-st., Willington Quay, Northum- 
perland. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. 


Porter. 

Simhurst, Ltd. (551428.) Regd. July 1, 1955. 12 
Falconwood-ave., Welling, Kent. Bldrs., etc. Nom: 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: E. Simpson. 

Mya (Devon), Ltd. (551783.) Regd. July 8, 1955 
Joy-st., Barnstaple, Devon. Bldrs., bldrs.’ mchts.., 
constructional engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
J. R. J. Jones. ; 

A. E. Wright & Sons, Ltd. 
7, 1955. 
contractors, bldrs., etc. 
A. E. Wright. 


(551715.) Regd. 1 
69a, Knotts Green-rd., E10. Public Bo 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: 


J. & T. Walsh (Contractors), Ltd. (551694.) Reg 
July 7, 1955. 55, Russell-rd., Hall Green, Birmine: 
ham. Bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000 
Dir.: J. T. Walsh. ne 

A. Monks & Sons, Ltd. 


(551679.) Regd. July 7, 


1955. Memorial-rd., Hanham, Bristol. Bldrs. N 
cap.: £17,000. Dir.: J. T. Monks. eee 
Shore Enterprises, Ltd. (551640.) Regd. July 6, 
1s. 102a, ge aaa Skegness, Lincs. Bldrs., 
g. contractors, etc. om. cap.: £1;500. : . 
dir.: Zs R. Shore. ” — 
A. Fensome & Son, Ltd. (551530.) Regd. July 4, 
1955. 61, Harpur-st., Bedford. Bldrs., decorators, 


contractors and sanitary engrs. Nom. cap.: £4,500 


Permt. dir.: L. A. R. Fensome. 

Cleveland (Doncaster), Ltd. (551535.) Regd. July 
4, 1955. 21, Silver-st., Doncaster. ; bldrs.’ 
mchts., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: G. A. Single- 
ton. 

J. & L. Payne, Ltd. (551499.) Regd. July 2. 
1955. 27, Station-rd., Watford, Herts. Bldrs., etc 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: J. L. Payne. 

Line and Sign Co., Ltd. (551508.) Regd. July 2. 


1955. 1, Brett-rd., NW10. Public works contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.:.P. J. Mahoney. 
Joyce and McDonagh, Ltd. (551472.) Regd. July 


1, 1955. 16, Meon-rd., Acton, W3. Civil engineer- 
= contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £200. Dir.: S$ 
ovee. . 


W. A. Price & Son, Ltd. (551802) Regd. July 8. 
1955. 17a, London-rd.. Bicester. Oxon. Bldrs.. etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: W. A. Price (permt.). 

Verbeia, Ltd. (551918) Regd. July 11. 1955. 59, 
Woodhouse-la., Leeds. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: Mrs. A. M. Crowther. 

Billinghurst & Sons, Ltd. (551928) Regd. July 12, 
1955. Marlow-rd., Bourne End, Bucks. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. A. Billinghurst. 

Hugh Trodden, Ltd. (551940) Regd. July 12, 1955. 
Grant-st., Jarrow-on-Tyne, Co. Durham. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: H. Trodden. 

K. & M. (Rochdale). Ltd. (551944) Regd. July 12, 
1955. 10, Harris-st., Rochdale. To erect and con- 
ne houses, bldgs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 

. Kay. 

M. W. Ellis, Ltd. (552036) Regd. July 14, 1955. 
42. Kilburn High-rd., NW6. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£300. Dir.: M. W. Ellis. 

W. R. Ward & Co., Ltd. (552051) Regd. July 14, 
1955. 293, Whitegate-dr., Blackpool. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom, can.: £2,000. Dir.: W. R. Ward. 

Grant & Dodson, Ltd. (552100) Regd. July 15. 
1955.37, Woodlands-pk., Girton, Cambs. Bldrs. : 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: F. Grant. 

G. Watts & Co., Ltd. (552102) Regd. July 15, 1955. 
109a, Whippingham-rd., Brighton. Bldrs.: etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: G. A. F. Watts. 

L. A. Spencer (Streatham), Ltd. (552113.) Regd. 
July 15, 1955, 144, Knollys-rd., SW16, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: L. A. Spencer. 

Smithprop, Ltd. (552189.) Regd. July 16, 1955, 
bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Not named. 
Sub.: Jacqueline Wexler. 8, Tracey-ave., NW2 (sec- 
retary). 

Benison (Metropolitan), Ltd. (552198.) Regd. July 
16, 1955, 20, Islington-green, N1, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
¢cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. T. Harrison. 

J. G. Summers & Co., Ltd. (552223.) Regd. July 
18, 1955, 19, Sterling-pl., Hove, Sussex, bldrs., etc. 


Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: L. A. G. Read. 

Bowman & Wise, Ltd. (552232.) Regd. July 19, 
1955, 4, Blagrave-st.. Reading, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. G. Bowman. 


J. Cole (Painting), Ltd. (552389.) Regd. July 22, 
1955, 2. Athol-rd., Erith. Kent, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. Cole. 

Charles Barton, Ltd. (552377.) Regd. July 22. 1955, 
concrete works, Leconfield-rd., Lancing, Sussex, 


concrete specialists. engrs.. designers and contractors, 
Permt. 


Barton 


etc, 


Nom. cap.: £500 Enr.: C. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 10. 

*+East Suffolk CC.—Erection of Sec. Mod. Sch. at 
East Bergholt. Cost between £80,000 and £100,000. 
County A, County Hall, Ipswich. Tenders by 
Sept. 12. 

*+Hampshire Police 
houses and four senior officers’ 
rd.. Winchester. County A, The Castle. 

AUGUST 12. 

*+Bristol City C.—Erection of (a) library at_South- 
mead: (b) library at Filwood Broadway. City 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

Holders 


Authority.—Two constables’ 
houses at Greenhill- 
Dep. £1 Is. 


Hill 


*+Hendon BC.—15 dwellings at 
Circus, Mill Hill. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by September 5. ' 
*+Southampton Corpn.—Repair of war oe 
oro é 


etc.. to Guildhall block at Civic Centre. 


Dep. £3. 
AUGUST 13. 
*+East Suffolk CC.—Police house at Marlesford. 
County A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 


*+Essex CC.—Adaptation of The Vicarage. 
Granville-rd., Hford. County A. 
AUGUST 15.. ; 
*tBirmingham City C.—Alterations and extensions 


to cottages at Shenley Fie!ds Cottage Homes, North- 


field. City A. Dep. £ : Wididec 
*+Crawey Development Corp.—Six_ service industry 
workshops, Stephenson-pl., Three Bridges. Chief A, 


Broadfield 


a aoe 


A decorative 
and 
swaterprooting 
treatment 
for concrete 


and cement 


rendering 





STIC B 


PAINT SALES LTD. 


47 Whitehall, London, S.W.1 
Telephone: WHitehall 9958 








_ *tEast Sussex CC.—Additional classrooms and prac- 
tical rooms at Burgess Hill Oakmeeds County Sec. 
Sch. County A., County Hall, Lewes. 


AUGUST 17. 
*t+Hertford RDC.—29 dwellings at Hertford Heath. 
C, Wallfields, Pegs-la.. Hertford. Dep. £3. 
*+Warwick RDC.—24 dwellings at St. Nicholas-rd., 


Radford Semele, nr. Leamington Spa. C, Council 
Offices, Waterloo-pl., Leamington Spa. Dep. £2 2s. 
en AUGUST 22. 
*Birmingham City C.—Retaining walls, Shake- 
speare-rd. City F&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Leyland UDC.—24 flats at Lower House 
<— contract No. 22. E&S, Council Offices. Dep. 
< Ss. 
AUGUST 25. 


*Glasgow Corpn.—246 houses at Castlemilk, Unit 
No. 4—areas D4, R4 and part O4. Architectural 
and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate. 


AUGUST 26. 

*Croydon CBC.—Second instalment of new Tech- 
nical College. Robert Atkinson & Ptnrs., 13, Man- 
chester-sq., Wl. Dep. £1. 

Isle of Ely CC.—Construction of r.c. bridge and 
demolition of existing bridge. County S. 

*Southport CBC.—Conversion of 69, Albert-rd., 


ry five flats. Boro’ A., 99/105, Lord-st. Dep. 
2 2s. 
AUGUST 27. 
*+St. Marylebone BC.—Applications invited for 


inclusion on list of approved contractors for erection 
of blocks of flats. Housing Director, 128/134, Baker- 


st., Wal. 
AUGUST 29. 

*Basingstoke BC.—39 flats and 3 bungalows with 
site works at King’s-rd. Boro’ A, Municipal-bldgs. 
Dev. £2 2s. 

*+East Riding CC.—County Sec. Sch. at Pockling- 
i “ H. Napper (F), 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on- 

yne, 1. 

*Flint BC.—42 houses at The Wern, Bazgillt. BE&S., 
Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 31. 

*Bushey UDC.—22 houses at Little Bushey-la. E&S, 
Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Warwicks CC.—Applications invited for names 
to be added to approved list contractors for 
maintenance and new building works, County A., 


Shire Hall. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 

*LincolIn (Parts of Kesteven) CC.—Prefabricated 
timber classroom and sanitary accommodation at 
Metheringham County Sch. County A., Sleaford. 

SEPTEMBER 2. 

*March UDC.—Pair of staff houses at Sewage 
Pumping Station, Creek-rd. Architect and S, Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding Standing Jt. Comm.—12 police houses 
at various sites. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

*York City C.—42 dwellings at Thanet-rd./North- 

la. City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £1. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC. LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 19. 
*Sunderland CBC.—Supply and laying of asphalte 
roofing at Health Centre, Springwell-rd. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 24. 

Manchester City C.—Heating, hot water supply and 
ventilating services at Kirkmanshulme Sch. City A. 
AUGUST 29. 

Manchester City C.—About 1,055 yds. chain link 
— at Alexandra Park. Director of Parks, Town 
all. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 25. 
Bridgnorth RDC.—3.600 lin. yds. of sewers; ejector 
station: sewage disposal works, etc. A. H. S. Waters 
and Ptnrs., engrs., 25, Temple-row, B’ham, 2. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 26. 

Leeds City C.—2} miles of cast-iron main, etc. 
General manager and E, Waterworks dept. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

Thingoe RDC.—18} miles of spun-iron water mains, 
etc. Lemon and Blizard, Council’s engrs., 59, Tufton- 
st., SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 29. | 

*Cuckfield RDC.—Site preparation at 
depot. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 2. 

Bridgnorth RDC.—Low-level water supply scheme, 
contract No. 3. A. H. S. Waters and Ptnrs., engnrs., 
25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 9. 

Cambridge City C.—Roads and sewers at Arbury- 
rd. housing development, stage B. City E&S. Dep. 
£5 3a. 


Council 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—Sit—E AcQuisiTIOoN.—Planning Com- 
mittee recommend the acquisition of sites in Burchell- 
rd./Cossall-st. for housing purposes. Also Nos. 20, 
22, 24, 36, 42 and 50, Coopers-rd., and Nos. 33, 35 
and 37, Mawbey-rd.; Nos. 48, 49 and 50, Camberwell 
Green with land at the rear. 

Friern Barnet.—FLats.—The erection of two four- 
storey blocks each containing 12 flats has been pro- 
posed by Hsg. Com. on housing site No. 18 (War 
Department land at Whetstone). 

Woolwich.—FLats.—MBC to erect two blocks of 
27 flats each in Lord Warwick-st. (north side) and 
one block of 20 flats in Lord Warwick-st. (south 
side) at an estimated cost of £106,095. Also three 
dwellings on the sites of Nos. 2%35, Roydene-rd., 
Plumstead, at an estimated cost of £6,502. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—UDC to consider tenders for erection 
of 64 houses on Greensfield housing estate. Plans 
by G. Beaty, S. 

Alston.—New sec. gram. mod. sch. County A,, 
Carlisle, 

Ashton under Lyne.—TC approved plans: new 
Parsonage in grounds of St. Peter’s Church for 
Church Commissioners; development for industrial 
uses of land bounded by Davies-st., Ryecroft-st. and 
Charles-st. for Trustees of late Earl Stamford; ex- 
tensions to factory at Grosvenor-st. for William 
Dolan (Boxes and Cartons), Ltd.; outline application 
for use of land after demolition of Victoria Mill, 
Ryecroft-st. for plant workshop and possible joinery 
and precast concrete works for Messrs. Buckton, 
Ltd.—To sell site at Knowle-ave. and Richmond-st. 
to Salvation Army for erection of place of worship. 

Barnsley.—TC approved plans: Garage, showrooms 
and offices at Castlereagh-st. for H. N. Booker. Ltd. 

r.—Methodist Auths. propose erection of 
church building at Parks estate. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—M. Trotter, 134, High-st., 
Stockton-on-Tees, A for proposed private club in 
Winford-ter. for R. Smith. ' 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Stage 2 of extension scheme 
at Tech. Coll. Plans approved. County A, Court- 
la., Durham. 

Birkenhead.—Plans submitted to BC: 9 houses and 
garages at Bebington-rd. for E. Williams & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., 15, Grange-rd. West; 12 houses and 
31 garages at New Chester-rd. and Morecroft-rd. for 
——n, Taylor and Gorst, 26, North John-st., Liver- 
pool. 

Birmingham.—TC propose erection of 12 tenants’ 
rooms on various estates, £61,836 est.; to invite 
tenders for new pavilion and social centre at Police 
Sports ground, Tally Ho, Edgbaston, £69,000 est.: 
approved in principle construction of large new 
swimming pool at Manor-rd. Recreation Ground, 
£491,800 est. 

Bl I.—Plans submitted to BC: 54 semi- 
detached bungalows, 16 terraced bungalows, 24 semi- 
detached houses and 30 terraced houses at Luton-rd. 
for Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., London; 19 
houses and 11 garages at Lockerbie-ave. and Warren- 
dr. for R. Fielding & Son (Builders), Ltd.; toilet 
block, cloakroom and office at Sutherland-rd. West 
for Unit Tool and Engineering Co., Ltd. Textile 
Recorder Exhibitions, Ltd., propose erection of exhi- 
bition hall, £200,000 est. 

Blakeley (nr. Wombourne, Worcs).—PC Counci! 
Propose erection of new church, £10,000 est. 

Blaydon (Co. Durham),—Amended scheme by 
UDC Surveyor for erection of 22 old people’s houses 
at Chopwell approved by Cty Planning Officer. 

Bootle.—TC to lease site at Balliol-rd. to YMCA 
for erection of permanent headquarters. 

Bromley.—Work to begin within next few weeks on 
extension to Harrison Gibson, Ltd., High-st., Brom- 
ley, to provide shop with additional 12,000 sq. ft. of 
floor space. Extension to take form of additional 
floor, superimposed on existing roof. Design by 
Slater, Uren & Pike, of London, WC1. 

ley.—BC approved plans: new warehouse at 
Bank-parade for Albert Fisher & Sons, Ltd., Nelson. 
A, R. Jaques, 3, Carr-rd., Nelson. 

Burton-on-Trent.—Birmingham Reg. Hosp. Board 
approved in principle adaptation of Spring Bank 
Andressey Hosp. to provide geriatric unit, £14,100 
est. 

Burton on Trent.—BC to negotiate contract with 
George Hodges & Son, Ltd.. Horninglow-st., for 
extensions to workshop block at Tech. College. 

Chadderton.—PC Council of Emmanuel Church 
Propose erection of church and parish hall on Broad- 
— near Mough-la. (Vicar, the Rev. J. H. Richard- 
son). : 

Cheshire.—CC to purchase 30-acre site fronting 
Park-la. and Ryles Park-rd., Macclesfield, for erection 
of College of FE and two sec. mod. schools. 

esterfield.—RDC to erect 20 houses at Briming- 
ton; to sell site on Heath estate to RC Auths. for 
erection of church. 

Chesterfield.—Milk Marketing Board propose erec- 
tion of laboratory and office building at Boythorpe. 

Congleton.—Aerialite. Ltd.. Stalybridge propose 
erection of factory at West Heath. 

Congleton.—BC propose erection of 80 houses at 
Buglawton estate. 

Coventry.—TC to prepare plans for 136 dwellings 
at Wood End Neighbourhood Unit: approved plans 
for pavilions at Memorial Park and Butts Stadium. 
£80,000 est.; to prepare scheme for new Central 
Swimming Baths on site east of Priory-st., centring 
on old Triumph Works, £800,000 est.; appointed 
C. F. Redgrave & Ptnrs., 6, The Quadrant, Coventry, 
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“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 


CEMENT PRICES 


Due to ‘‘ the recent steep rise in the prices of 
coal and power,’’ the price of ordinary Portland 
cements was increased on August | by Ss. per 
ton, an increase which applies also to certain 
other special cements other than ‘* Ferrocrete,’’ 
which is advanced by 2s. 6d. per ton. The allow- 
ance for bulk cement is also reduced by Is. per 
ton, making a net increase here of 6s. per ton. 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 


The Chain Link Fencing Association announce 
that the current chain link fencing premiums have 
been advanced by 7 points, from July 26. 











as A for restoration of tower and spire at Christ 
Church.—EC appointed A. H. Gardner & Ptnrs., 11, 
Eaton-rd. as A for hall and staff room at Stoke Heath 
Sch., £10,000 est. 

Crosby.—TC propose erection of fire and ambu- 
lance station at Crosby-rd. North, Waterloo. 

Dewsbury.—BC to invite tenders for 22 dwellings 
at Walnut-la. and Ossett-la. and 8 bungalows at 
North Park-st. 

Durham.—County EC to place contract for phase 
2 of the scheme for additions to Stockton/ Billingham 
Technical College. County A., G. R, Clayton, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Exeter.—Outline proposals for rebuilding and exten- 
sion of blitzed city library at Exeter, est. cost 
£272,000, prepared by City A. It would be possible 
to restore existing building and to build large exten- 
sion on site to south-west, gross floor area approx. 
47,000 sq. ft. Site of proposed extension is bounded by 
turning space of existing service road, Rougemont- 
gdns., and New Buildings. Southern portion at rear of 
Castle-st. would be three storeys in height, area fronting 
on to Rougemont-gdns. and part of New Buildings-la. 
would be single-storey structure, and building form- 
ing link between main extension and existing building 
would be two storeys high. Lending library, reference 
library and main book stock would be accommo- 
dated in new extension, with new main entrance in 
the link joining the extension with the old building. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine- 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, A for new lounge, committee 
room and concert room at Heworth House for Pelaw 
and District Social Club.—Clarence Solomon, 30, St. 
Mary’s-place, Newcastle-on-Tyne, A for proposed 
shopping centre at Crowhall-la. for N. Baker.— 
James Deuchar, Ltd., Eldon-sq,, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
to acquire land on Leam-la. unit for erection of 
licensed premises. 

Gateshead.—BE, G. F. Winters, prepared revised 
scheme providing for 197 houses (141 traditional 
and 56 ‘* Dorran ”’ type) in Felling area.—TC seeking 
loan sanction £65,016 for erection of 48 houses on 
Leam-la. unit; £11,735 for proposed branch library 
at Wrekenton; £9,812 for six police houses at Ventnor 
Gardens. Loan sanction received £72,266 for 53 houses 
in Leam-la.—Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, been appointed A by TC for erection 


A SALES SERVICE 





Central London Agents 
having just completed 
Sales of Houses on a 
large Estate in Home 
Counties are now able to 
handle two or three more 
Estates 


for Builders or Developers 


Prompt attention, sincere 
service and energetic 
selling Drive. 


FAVOURABLE FINANCE 


— AND — 


MORTGAGE FACILITIES 


For discussion without obligation please write 
or telephone 


ANDREWS & PARTNERS 


15 The Strand, W.C.2 
TRAfalgar 3366 
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of sanitary annexe at Fountain-view Instity; 
32°000. itution, Cost 


Gosforth (Northumberland).—About 32 aCres og 
land at Regent Farm to be sold by UDC to M ot 
Liddell & Sons, builders, 36, Great North. M2 
castle-on-Tyne, for private development, ‘vee 

Halesowen.—Midlands Electricity Boarg pro; 
erection of offices, stores and workshops at foe 

Vale. elle 

Halifax.—TC propose erection of block of 
persons’ bungalows at Willowfield. aged 

Hartlepool.—Hartlepool Working Men’s Ch 
Ltd., seek site in est View area for erection 
club.—BE, J, H. Wood, been asked to Prepare ot 
vised plans for redevelopment of Headland area, - 
provide for more maisonettes and_ single on 
houses.—Agate Concrete Co., Ltd., West Hartle a 
approached TC regarding site for making pa 
concrete units. Site at Spion Kop suggested. 

Holmes Chapel.—Manchester Reg. Hosp. "Board 
received Min. approval for extensions to Crane 
Hall Mental Deficiency Hosp., £609,000 est. 

Kendal.—TC approved plans for warehouse 3: 
Lound-st. for British United Shoe Machinery Co. 
Ltd. ‘ ; 

Manchester.—Gallaghers, Ltd., propose erection of 
loading bay, repair shop, vehicle washing area and 
installation of two pressure pumps at Derby.-st, and 
Torah-st., Cheetham. A, G. Austyn Henry, Cannon. 
st., EC4.—Hills Garages, Ltd., propose erection of 
part single-storey and part two-storey store and can. 
teen at 3, Upper Stanley-st. A, Roberts & Roberts 
40, King-st., Manchester.—TC approved two-storey 
extension to workshops in lieu of storage block ;: 
Whitfield-st., Cheetham, for Bower Moffat & Co. 
A, H. Hankinson & Co., 3, The Downs, Altrincham: 
approved erection of two-storey block of 10 flay 
adjoining 34, Alexandra-rd. South, Whalley Range 
for Mrs. E. Collard. A, E. E. Costello & Assoc 
126, Broad-st., Salford. , 

Manchester.—Reg. Hosp. Board to appoint private 
A for construction of General Hosp. at Wythen- 
shawe, £1,270,000 est.—TC to erect Government 
offices in Bridge-st. area, including 18-storey skyscraper 
block for Inland Revenue, six-storey block for 
Ministry of Labour, and_ three-storey block for 
Ministry of Pensions.—Hills Garages (Manchester). 
Ltd., propose erection of petrol filling station, offices 
and showrooms at 3, Upper Stanley-st. A, Roberts 
and Roberts, 40, King-st. 

Manchester.—Hays Wharf Cartage Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of vehicle maintenance workshop at 
Rusholme-rd., | Chorlton-on-Medlock. Plans by 
British Transport Commission, WC1.—Faithful Com- 
panions of Jesus propose classroom, hall and labora- 
tory extensions to school at The Hollies, Oak-dr., 
Fallowfield. A, Reynold and Scott, 9, Albert-sq. 

Market Drayton.—UDC propose extending exist- 
ing contract for 24 houses at Dalelands by further 
15 houses. 

Matlock.—UDC approved plans: service filling 
station at Derby-rd., Cromford, for T. Swain; new 
garage and filling station at Bakewell-rd. for 
Kennings, Ltd. 

Meriden.—RDC propose erection of offices a 
Coleshill, £70,000 est. 

Middlesbrough.—Extensions and adaptations, with 
addition of printing dept.. College of Art. Cos 
£60.000. Boro A, (A).—New churches and church 
buildings on Teeside. Est. cost, £100,000, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Building of 60-bed home for 
aged and infirm people.—EC received Min. approvai 
for building of new schools, cost £857,000, City A, 
G_ Kenyon (A). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Town Improvement and 
Streets Comm. approved: chapel at St. Dominic's 
RC Church, New Bridge-st. (A, S. N. Slipper, 38, 
Cotswold-gdns.); alterations in Coutts-rd. for New- 
castle Model Milk Co, (A, J. Anderson, 4, Mosley- 
st,); and alterations for shops in Northumberland 
st. for J. H. Wilson (A, M. A. Mackenzie, 1, 
Eldon-sq.). 

North Riding.—M of E_ included following sec 
schs. in EC’s 1956-7 building programme: Scar- 
borough High Sch. for Bovs, £236,966; Richmond 
Cty Mod. Sch., £199,222; Eston Central Cty Mod. 
Sch., £112,285; Thornaby Cty Mod. Sch., £112,285; 
Guisborough Gram, Sch. (additions), £32,500; and 
Malton Gram. Sch. (additions), £42,000. County 
School A, D. W. D. Dickenson, County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

North Sunderland.—New sec. sch. for 150 scholars. 
County A, County Hall, Newcastle. 

Norton.—RDC propose erection of 4 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Scagglethorpe, 10 at Sherburn and 6 
houses at Sherburn. : 

Nottingham.—TC to prepare plans for erection of 
branch library in Bilborough district. 

Preston.--TC to undertake slum clearance schemes 
involving more than 260 houses. 

Prudhoe  (Northumberland)._-Imperial | Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., Billingham-on-Tees, to spend £20,000 
improving recreational facilities at Prudhoe Works 
Work will include erection of pavilion, club hal] and 
grandstand, 

Rotherham.—EC preparing scheme for erection of 
Roughwood Primary Sch. 

Seaham (Co. Durham).—-New clothing factory on 
site of 15,000 sq. ft, in Dene House-rd., for John 
Barran & Sons, Ltd., Team Valley Trading Estate, 
Gateshead. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board appointed J. F 
Pye, 4, Abbey-walk, Grimsby, as A for adaptations 
to laundry to provide central kitchen at Grimsby 
Maternity Hosp., and T. Tatam, 32, Caskgate-st.. 
Gainsborough, as A for extensions to John Coupland 
Hosp., Gainsborough.—Approved revised plans for 
extensions to Harmston Hosp. near Lincoln; approved 
conversion of casual block to form chest clinic at 
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Newark Hawtonville Hospital.—J. Mansell Jenkinson 
& Son, 18, Norfolk-row, Sheffield, A for new Church 
of William Temple at Harborough estate, £17,000 


Gxelton (Yorks).—UDC to let contract for building 
16 houses on Saltburn-la. estate, Skelton. Plans by 


S.« sethend-on-Sea.—Entertainments Com. approved 
jans by Boro’ A for new modern Cliffs Pavilion at 
Rrorefields, cost £125,000. Proposals, providing about 
13,000 sq. ft. public areas, include new restaurant 
eating 250, conference hall for 1,580 people. Work 
10 be completed by April, 1957. ; ; : 

South Shields.—IC to negotiate price with Car- 
ruthers & Son, 1, Heugh-ter., South Shields, for 
erection of three-storey flats on site of old ** Bechive 


InStanley (Co. Durham).—Durham Division Coal 
Board to erect canteen at Morrison Busty Colliery 
Stockton-on-Tees.—A_ for proposed general engi- 
neering workshops, offices and storage buildings in 
Church-rd, and Maritime-st. for Hugill Forge Co. 
gre Jackson & Edmonds, Colmore-row, Birmingham. 
Sunderland,—Extensions to main engine shops. 
George Clarke (Sunderland), Ltd., marine engineers. 
Sutton Coldfield.—BC approved plans: 38 houses at 
Fachelhurst-rd. for A. Walker & Sons, Ltd., Coventry- 
rd., Coleshill; 38 houses at Reddicap Heath-rd. for 
Freehold Investments, Ltd.; 13 houses and garages at 
corner Worcester-la./Granve-la.; and 24 houses and 
garages at Lichfield-rd., Hillside-rd. for Ashworth and 
Steward, Ltd.; 40 dwellings at Plantsbrook-rd. for 
Aston Brook Hsg. Assoc.; 10 flats at Lichfield-rd. 
for Ashworth and Steward, Ltd.; residential develop- 
ment of land off Birmingham-rd. for Birmingham 
Dwellings, Ltd.; 8 shops with living accommodation 
at corner of Bakers-la./Sutton Old-rd. for Streetley- 
jg. Investments, Ltd., A, Hurley Robinson & Son, 6, 
Cherry-st., Birmingham. é at 

Tynemouth.—TC to obtain tenders for building 44 
houses in Redburn View to plans by BE, 16, North- 
umberland-sq., North Shields.—L. G. Wood, 17a, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields. A for proposed 
factory in Bird-st. and Walker-pl. for Major Equip- 
ment, Ltd. 

Wallsend.—Nurses’ training school and _ hostel, 
Elm-st. <. Knighton, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Re- 
gional Hosp. Board, Osborne-rd,, Newcastle. 

West Hartlepool.—TC to consider construction of 
hall/clinic/branch library on Owton Manor housing 
estate—Montague Burton, Ltd., Hudson-rd. Mills, 
Leeds, to rebuild their premises at 2-4, Charles-st., 
West Hartlepool. Firm have own A.—Boro’ A, 
A. G. Sinclair, prepared layout plan for development 
of land west of section 4 of Owton Manor estate, 
roviding for 54 dwellings in three-storey flats. 
-C to appropriate 3} acres of land on Owton Manor 
estate for erection of new Teresa's RC Prim. Sch.— 
It is expected that William Gray & Co., Ltd., ship- 
builders, will make decision shortly on proposed 
modernisation and development scheme at Gray- 
thorpe. Plans involve construction of dry dock and 
lay-out of building berths. 

Wolverhampton.—£1!m. expansion programme 
started by Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co. (Great 
Britain), Ltd., embracing erection of new workshops. 
cost £8m. at Wolverhampton plant and building and 
equipping of new factory (cost approx. £3m.) in one 
of development areas. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 

Barnsley.—Erection of 4 pairs of shops and flats 
at the Athersley North estate for TC: *E. Ibbottson, 
Cudworth, £12,836; 2 pairs of shops: *Direct labour, 
£13.400. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 99 ‘** No Fines ”’ 
heuses, for the UDC: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne (revised tender). 

Birmingham.—Erection of new metal warehouse at 
Allison-st. for Ash and Lacy, Ltd.: *J. Darlow, Ltd.. 
71, Ladywood-rd., Birmingham, 16. 

Blackburn.—Erection of a family home for children 
at the Shadsworth estate for TC: *Middleton & Co. 
(Blackpool), Ltd., Bank-st. Sidings, Blackpool. 

Blyth.—Erection of 41 houses in Laverock Hall- 
td., for the TC: Boro’ E: D. W. Foster: *John 
Twiname, Ltd., Allerdale House, Brigham, Cocker- 
mouth, 

Bootle.—62 dwellings at the Cabbage Inn site for 
BC: *Norwest Construction Co., Ltd., Ruthven-rd., 
Liverpool, £94,245. 

Bridgnorth.—40 houses at The Grove estate for TC: 
*Wm. Sharratt, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £55,210. 

_ Carlisle.—Contracts placed by City and CBC dur- 
ing the period June 13 to July 15: Erection of 38 


Depart- 


bungalows—Morton neighbourhood unit (contract 
No. 2). *J. Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £32,302. 
Belah estate. drainage, *Border Engineering Con- 
tractors, Ltd., Whitehaven, £349. 

Coventry.—Erection of Woodlands Secondary 
School for EC: *Howard Farrow, Ltd., 1, Russell- 


parade, NWII; erection of district fire station at 
junction of Sir Henry Parkes-rd. and Fletchamstead- 
highway: *H. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., 48, Coronation- 
td.. £37,487. 

Darlineton.—13 houses and three bungalows, for 
Eauio Blackett & Sons, Ltd., Darlington. Cost 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Frection of 204 houses on 
the Leam-la. unit. R. Morton, Housing Architect: 
*G. Wimpey & Co.. Ltd., Orchard House, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £278,041. 


THE BUILDER 


Friern Barnet.—Proposed development at Russell- 
rd. for UDC. tGregory Housing, Ltd. (as amended), 
subject to the formal approval of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. 

Gateshead.—New workshops in  Park-rd., for 
Clark, Chapman & Co., Ltd., engineers, Gateshead: 
*Brims & Co., City-rd,, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Six 
houses at Harlow: *A. Wilkinson, Belle Vue Bank, 
Gateshead. New works, Shore-rd., for Colvin Smith, 
Ltd., engineers, etc. Foundations: *Brims & Co., 
City-rd., Newcastle. 

Gateshead.—14 ‘‘ Dorran ”’ 
and 24 in Glasshouse-rd.: *R 
Ltd., Perth. 

Glasgow.—Church buildings for Archdiocese of 
Glasgow at the Pendeen housing development scheme, 


houses in Asylum-sq. 
. G. Tarran & Sons, 


Balarnock. Architect and Quantity Surveyors: 
Thomas S. Cordiner (A), Blythswood-chbrs., West 
George-st., Glasgow, and Messrs. A. S. Currie & 


*Angus M. Mac- 


Brown, 134, Holland-st., Glasgow. 
eal London-rd., 


ll & Sons, Ltd., 24, Davaar-st., 





50 houses on a site at Craig’s Hill. 
Lvyle-rd. Council A, Robert L. Rankine, Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Hamilton-st., 
Greenock. +Corporation Direct Labour Dept., Dal- 
rumple-st., The Globe, Greenock, £61,590. 

Halesowen.—Erection of 20 houses at the Fatherless 
Barn estate for TC: *Shaw Bros., Cradley, £27,213. 

Hyde.—FErection of 26 houses and 2 shops at the 
Cheetham Fold estate for TC: *W. H. Matthews, 
Ltd., 25, Norris-rd., Sale, Cheshire, £33,706. 

Inkersall.—Erection of a new Methodist 
*Mr. Frank Durham. 

Kilmarnock.—Fourth development of the Bellfield 
housing scheme (41 houses). Council A, N. S. Suther- 
land (F). Burgh Surveyor, W. M. MacColl, Master 
of Works Offices, Kilmarnock. *Weir’s Housing 
Corp., Ltd., Calder-st., Whifflet, Coatbridge, £596,640. 

Lanarkshire.—New factory at East Kilbride for 
Scottish Industrial Estates. Ltd., Glasgow, for Messrs. 
Waterlow & Son, Ltd., Bloomfield House, London. 
*Holland & Hannen and Cubbitts, Ltd., 127, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow, £1m. 

Lanarkshire.—Factory for the Scottish Industrial 
Estates, Ltd., Gtasgow at the Thornliebank Industrial 
Estate Architects, Watson, Salmond & Gray (F.), 
Central Station-bldgs., Union-st., Glasgow. *Hugh 
Leggatt & Co., Ltd., Gladstone-st., Barrhead, Ren- 
frewshire. vf ; 

Lancs.—Erection of new transmitting station at 
Winter Hill, near Chorley, for the Independent Tele- 
vision Authority: *Baxendale Bros., Ltd., Chorley. 


LCC.—Contracts recently placed by the Council: 
Construction of block 6 of dwellings and other work 
(contract A) and of block 5 and other work (con- 
tract B) at Waltham estate (Aytoun-rd. site), Lam- 
beth: *G. Ward (Ealing), Ltd., £50.669. Construction 
of blocks 6 ad 7 of dwellings and other work (con- 
tract A). blocks 1 and 2 and other work (contract 
B) and blocks 3, 4 and 5 and other work (contract 
C) at Kender estate extension, Deptford: *Rowley 
Bros., Ltd,, Tottenham (contract A—£82,138). Con- 
struction of 30 blocks of flats, maisonettes. shops. 
12 houses and other work at St. Martin’s estate 
(Upper Tulse Hill site), Lambeth: *E. H. Smith 
(Croydon), Ltd. £1,078,032. Construction of 36 
old people’s dwellings and other work on the sites 
of ‘‘ The Elms ’’ and ‘“‘ Bellevue.”’ Watling estate, 
Hendon, Middlesex: *J. M, Hill & Sons, Ltd. 
£53,277. Adaptation of Ditton-place. Balcombe. 
Sussex, as a boarding special school: *Y. J. Lovell 
& Son, Ltd. £40,589. 

Leeds.—Erection of 2 blocks of flats at Beckett 
Park for Leeds Housing Trust Benevolent Association, 
Ltd.: *Taylor Woodrow, Ltd. 

Liverpool.—Following for TC:—32 maisonettes at 
Brownlow Hill: *Peak Construction Co.. Ltd., 49. 
Hamilton-sq., Birkenhead. £67,894; 34 dwellings at 
Pilch-la., Knotty Ash: *W. McDonald & Co., Ltd.. 
157, Breckfield-rd., Liverpool, £59,843. 
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{London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of tenders 
for Metropolitan Police building works: Alterations 
to form office accommodation, Clerkenwell Magi- 
strates’ Court: *Galbraith Bros., £2,397. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed b: ini 
Works for week ending July 23: en 

Argyllshire: Gallanach, Oban, Erection of PO pro- 
ject No. 502, Mowlam (Scotland), Ltd., 64, 
Frederick-st., Edinburgh. Derbyshire: HPO, Buxton 
Bag conveyor and shute, George Roylance & Co.. 
Ltd., _Waters-green, Macclesfield, Cheshire. 
Devonshire: Chudleigh, Erection of TRS, Stephens 
& Son, Ltd., Okehampton-st., Exeter. Gloucester- 
shire: HO Forensic Laberatory, 37, Julian- 
rd., Bristol, Adaptations, John Perkins. & 
Sons, Ltd., St. Mark’s-rd., Easton, Bristol, 5 
Hampshire: Rosetta-rd. Eng. Garage, Ports- 
mouth, Alterations and additions, John Lay & Co 
(Portsmouth), Ltd., 205-207, Arundel-st., Portsmouth. 
Lancashire: Deansgate HPO, Bolton, Erection of 
stores, P. Hamer, Ltd., Park-st., Swinton. Leicester- 
shire Telephone Exchange, Syston: Extensions 
Walter Potter & Sons (Conts.), Ltd., Grassmere-st.. 
Leicester _ London: Mount Pleasant SO and Letter 
Office, EC, Alterations and adaptations at welfare 
accommodation on first floor, W. E. Pearce & Son, Ltd 
High-rd., Edgware, Middlesex; Royal Courts of Justice. 
Strand, WC2, Internal painting, cleaning and polishing. 
L.H. Hubble, Ltd., 38a, High-st., W5; Royal Courts of 
Justice, Strand, WC2, Internal Painting and cleaning, 
The South London Decorators, Ltd., 9, Streatham 
High-rd., SW16; Foreign Office, Downing-st., SWI, 


internal decorations, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, 141 
Uxbridge-rd., W12. Midlothian: HMSO (Sales 
Office), 13a, Castle-st., Edinburgh, Installation new 


shop front _and internal alterations, Colin Hunter. 
Ltd., 170, Gt. Western-rd., Glasgow, C.4. Ross and 
Cromarty: Scotstoun-rd., Tain, Erection of hutted 
TE and welfare block, Alex. Corbett & Sons, Upper 
King-st., Tain. Staffordshire: PO Training School, 
Yarnfield, External redecorations. Thomas E. Talbot, 
Leonard-st., Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. Warwickshire: 
Midland TE, Hill-st., Birmingham, Internal paint- 
ing, Clark & Fenn, 183, Springfield-rd., Birmingham, 
1: Yorkshire: Alexandra Dock, Hull, Erection of 
proposed office, Kettlewell, Son & Co., Ltd., 
Colonial-st., Hull. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended July 23:— i 

Berkshire: Heating installation, F. Church, Oxford. 
Derbyshire: Laying Decauville track, H. Ashley, 
Mansfield. Devonshire: Roadwork, O. J. Elliott & 
Co., Bristol. Hampshire: Roadwork, British Bitumen 
Emulsions, Ltd., Slough; painting and decorating, 
Fields, Ltd., Reading. Kent: Roofing, James George 
Tuxford, London; electrical installation, South 
Eastern Electricity Board, Ashford. Oxfordshire: 
Roadwork, Allweather Mechanical Grouting Co., 
Ltd., London. Surrey: Roofing, Ferris  Bros., 
London. Warwickshire: Building work, J. F. Neale, 
Ltd., Stratford-on-Avon. Wiltshire: Building work, 
Downing Rudman & Bent, Ltd., Chippenham; road- 
work, A. E. Farr, Ltd., Westbury. Worcestershire: 
Building work, Thomas Powles Sons, Ltd., 
Great Malvern. Yorkshire: Painting and decorating, 
N. S. Long, Ltd., Shrewsbury. 

Malvern.—Six shops and 4 flats, Pickersleigh-rd., 
for UDC. Surveyor and Water E, C. C. Judson. 
Quantities by C. C. Judson: *M. Wilesmith & Son, 
Malvern Link. 


11-13, 


Manchester. — Construction of supplementary 
parcels office at Bennett-st. PO for MoW: *E. 
Marshall & Sons, Ltd., Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs: 


erection of block of shops and offices at Markerst. 
and Exchange-st. for the Shop Development Group 
of Companies: *W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd.. 
Haydn-rd., Nottingham (in lieu of previous tender). 

Mansfield.—105 new traditional houses at the Lady- 
brook estate for TC: *Hy. Boot & Sons (Reema). 
Ltd., £27,533; 42 traditional houses: *J. & W. Fleet, 
Ltd., Mansfield, £58,710. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 10 houses in Acklam- 
rd. and Lodore-gr.: Athey, Winsdor-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—Repairs and maintenance work 
at the Town Hall and Municipal Buildings, for the 
TC: Consultants: Milner & Craze, 3, Buckingham 
Gate, London, SWI: *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., 
York, £87,494 (provisionally). 

Midlothian.—20 houses at Dalkeith’s  Back-st. 
housing development site. Architects: Sir Frank 
Mears & Ptnrs. (F&A), 46, Northumberland-st., West- 
end, Edinburgh. Excavation, brick, building and 
allied works, *Neil Thomson & Co., Ltd., Croft-st.. 
Dalkeith, £15,441. Plumbing, sanitary engineering 
and allied works, *Hart Bros., Ltd., Tranent Plumb- 
ing and Gasfitting Works, Midlothian. Joinery. 
carpentry, ironmongery and allied works, *George 
Wilson & Co. (Stonehouse), Ltd., Loch Park Car- 


pentry Works, Green-st., Stonehouse, Lanarkshire, 
£6,706. 
Morecambe and Heysham.—13 one-bedroomed 


bungalows at Branksome-dr. estate for TC: *Heysham 
Building Co.. Ltd., Middleton-rd., Heysham, £13,464. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations for proposed _fac- 
tory in City-rd., for Darlington Insulation Co.. Ltd 
38. Great North-rd., Newcastle: *Stephen Easten, 
Ltd., Westgate Grange, Westgate-rd., Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 22 houses on Fer- 
gusons-la. estate, four houses in Armstrong-rd. and 
12 in Grasmere-ave.. for the City C. City A: G. 
Kenvon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: *Thomas Arm- 
strong, Ltd., Robson-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Newmarket.—10 flats, Valley-way. for UDC. Archi- 
tect: P. D. Lees, Newmarket UDC, Severals House, 
Newmarket. Quantities by Crump & Ptnrs., SW 
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H. Holland, Ltd., Falmouth-st., Newmarket £16,673 
Fuller & Blackwell, Burwell .. = . ep 
*Law Bros., Ely-rd., Littleport, Cambs. 14,353 





THE BUILDER 


North Westmorland.—Erection of 20 houses, roads 
and sewers at Kirkby Stephen for RDC: *Robert E. 
Reay & Son, Penrith. 
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—Erection of ambulance depot at New- 
town-rd. for CC: *A. R. Lane, Ltd., Trafalgar-st., 
Coventry, £12,768 

Prescot.—Erection of 2 double-fronted shops and 
+ maisonettes at Bryer estate for UDC: *S. Morley 


& Sons, Hall-la., Huyton Quarry, near Liverpool, 
£14,957. 

Queensbury and Shelf.—18 houses at Cockhill, for 
UDC. Engineer and Surveyor: J. F. Hall, AMIMunE: 


Bricklayer, 
(Builders 


joiner, plasterer: 
and Contractors), Ltd., 


*Alfred Robinson 
Woodbine Works, 


Idle. Slater: *Turner Bros., The Oaks, St. Eloi-ave., 
Baildon. Plumber: *Frank Robinson, 583a, Halifax- 
rd., Buttershaw, Bradford. Electrician: *Inman Joist 
& Co., Ltd., 6 and 8, Millergate, Bradford. Painter: 
*N. Reilly, High-st., Queensbury. 
Rotherham.—Erection of shops and flats at the 
East Herringbone estate for BC: *J. W. Sivil, Ltd.. 
39, Canterbury-ave., Sheffield, £21,618. 
Roxburghshire. —Extensions to Protestant school 


buildings at Parkside. County A, William F. Milne 
(A), Council-bldgs., Hawick. Excavation, brick, 
building and allied works: *J. S. Crawford, Ltd., 
Melrose. Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied 
works: *William Trotter & Son, Ltd., Greenlaw. 
Slating, roughcasting and _ allied works: *William 
Marchbanks & Co.. Ltd.. Boswells. Plaster, lathing 


and allied works: *Thomas H. 
Seaham.—Erection of 


Nimmo, Galashiels. 
130 houses with roads and 


sewers on the Parkside estate, for the UDC.  Sur- 
veyor: A. M. Smith: *Direct labour. 

Sheffield.—New premises at Angel-st. for the York- 
shire Insurance Co., Ltd.: *George Longden & Son, 
Ltd, St. Peters-close, Sheffield. 


South Shields.—Erection of 122 garages on various 
housing estates, for the TC. Boro’ E: John Reid: 
*Direct labour, £29,900. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Erection of a further 103 
** Clinecon ’’ houses at Catchgate, for UDC: *Thomas 
Armstrong, Ltd., Cockermouth, Cumberland. 

Stirlingshire.—Community Centre at Grangemouth. 
Architect, Wilson and Wilson (FF), 39, Vicar-st., 
Grangemouth. *Alexander Williamson & Son, Ltd., 
Grangeburn Contracting Works, Grangemouth. 

Tamworth.—Repairs to Town Hall for TC: *J. R. 
Deacon, Ltd., Lichfield. 


Tynemouth.—Erection of 26 houses in Verne-rd.. 


Wark-ave. and Alwinton-ave.. for the TC Boro’ 
E: D. M. O’herlihy, 16, Northumberland-square, 
North Shields: *John Twiname, Ltd., Brigham, 
Cockermouth. 

Wallsend.—New school on Willington estate: 
*Carruthers & Sons. 1, Heugh-ter., South Shields 
£42,000. 


West Hartlepool.—Erection of 44 houses on Section 
3a of the central redevelopment area, for the TC. 
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August 5 1955 


Boro’ A: A. G. Sinclair: 
st., West Hartlepool. 


West H: artlepool.—Erection of 


*C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers. 


134 flats and 2g 


houses, for the TC. Boro’ A: A. G. Sinclair: *C. 

Yuill, Ltd., Villiers- -st., West Hartlepool (54 flats 
*Taylor & Evans, Ltd., Elwick-rd., West font 
(36 flats); *W. W. Brazell, Ltd., Raeburn-st., Wee! 
Hartlepool (24 flats); *F. M. Gibbon, Waldon-st 
West Hartlepool (12 flats); *Wilson & Gammon, 
Tower-st., West Hartlepool (eight flats); *W, Brazeli 
(West Hartlepool), Ltd., Elwick-rd., West H: artlepoo| 
(four houses): *J. Peel, Seaton Carew (tour houses) 


and *Direct labour (20 houses). 


Wombourn.—Erection of 


Ounsdale-rd. ¢ 
Secondary Modern School for Staffs Cx ‘A 
Griffiths & Son, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £110,165,” 


Worcestershire.—Junior school, Hasbury Farm, 
Halesowen, for CC. Architect: L. C. Lomas. Quan. 
tities by Bridgewater & Coulton, Birmingham. 
*William Cooper & Son, Ltd., Blackheath. £50,861. 

Workington.—Erection of shops and Offices 1 
Oxford-st. for C. W. Murray: *John Twiname, Ltd.. 
Brigham, near Cockermouth 
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